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PREFACE.

An extended explanation of the function of
fairy stories in & child's education, and of the
method of teaching them i given in the appen-
dix to the Teachers’ and Mothers' Edition of
this little volume,
These stories, in the form here presented,
are the result of repeated experience in telling
them to children of the first grade, and the lan-
guage is so simple that second grade children
can read for themeelves the stories which have
already become dear to them.
The firat stoTy is not Hterature, itis true but
it Ims delighted young children for generations,
The rhythmical movement and repetition in
.parts of it are probably the source of much of
this delight, which marks the birth of the lit-
erary sense in the young child.

’ The stories grow rapldly in literary and
moral worth throughouat the volume.

The author desires to aclmowledge her ob-
ligations to the writers and publishers of the
poems that appear and add materially to the
value of the boolk; also to Geo. P. Brown, and
Charles and Frank McMurry, who have aided
greatly by their suggestions.






THe OLD WoMaN AND Her PIG.

Al N OLD woman whoe was sweeping her
house, found a dime. ‘‘Now what
shall 1 do with this dime,” she said.
“I know, [ will go to a farm and buy a
little pig.” As she was coming home, driv-

ing the pig, she came to a low fence; piggy
would not jump over this fence, so she went
back a little way toc get some one to help
her. She soon met a dog. She said to the
dog:

“Dog! dog! bite pig!l Pig will not jump
over the fence, and 1 shall not get home to-
night.,” But the dog would not,

She went a little farther and she meta
stick. So she said:

Stick! stick! whip dog! Dog will not bite
pig; pig will not jump over the fence, and 1



