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PEEFACE

For the details of Sir Hamphry Davy's personal history, ws
sel forth in this little book, [ am wainly indebted to the
well-known memoirs by D, Pariy and De. Jolin Davy, As
Liographies, these works are of very anequal value, Tuihr:gin
with, Dr. Paris is not unfrequently inwerurate in his stato-
ments as fo matters of fact, and disingenuons in his inferenses
s b0 matters of conduct and opinion,  The very extravaganes
of his laudation susmests a doubl of his judgment or of his
stneerity, and this is strengthened h]}* the too evident eelizh
with which he dwells upon the foibles and frailties of his
subject.  The insincerity is reflected in the literary style of
the narrative, which is inflated and over-wronght. Sir Walter®
seott, who knew Davy well and who admived his genius and
his many social gifts, characterisod the book as “ungeatleumnly”
in tone; and there is no doubt that it v pain to many
of Davy's friends who, like Beott, believed that justice had
nit been done to his charmeter.,

Dir. Davy's hovk, on the other hand, whilst perhaps too
partial at times—as might be expected from one who writes
of a brother to whom he was under great oblizations, and
for whon, it i evident, he lad the highest respect
sffection —is written with candour, and a subiwiety of tone
and a directness and simplicity of statemont far more effictive
than the stilted euphuistic periods of De. Paris, even when
he seeks to be most foreible,  When, therefore, T have had
to deal with conflicting or inconsistent statements in the two
works on matters of fact, I have senerally preferved to aceept
the vemdion of . Davy, on the geound that Lie had aceuss to
soltrees of information nod available to De. Paris,

Davy played such a consideralile part in the secicl aw
intellectual worbil of London iarving the (st quarter of the
century that, as wight be expecte], his paune frequently
oocnrs e the peesonal wemoirs and bogeaphienl literatue
of his tioe ; aud & nuber of journwls and diacies, such as
those of Ilorner, Ticknor, Hewry Cralils Tobinson, Lockhat,
Maria Edgeworth, und others that might Le mentioned, moke
refereuce to Lim and his work, s indicate what Tis eon
tewporarics thouglt of his choraeter nod neliovements,  Some
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of these references will Le found in the following pages. Tt
will surprise many Londoners to know that they cwe the
Aoologicnl  Gardens, in laroe mensuro, to o Professor of
Chemistey in Albemarle Strect, and that the magnificent
establishment in the Cromwell Road, South Kensington, is
the outeome of the representabions, nnsnceeessful for o time,
which he made to his brother trogtees of the Dritish Musewm
as to the place of natural history 1o the national eollections,
Dhivy Land w Jeading shave also in the foundation of the
Athenenm Club, and was one of ils fiest Lenstees,

[ oam furcher umiler very specia] obligations to D
Humphry D, Relleston, the geandanepliew of Sir Bamphry
Davy, [or much valuable material, procured theough the
kindd cooperation of Dliss Thavy, e pr :-lmlrl:-tu;_{h:ﬁ-r of
Dieo Jolin Thvy, Thiz econsisted of Iotters from Privstley,
Kivwan, southey, Coleridee, Mavia Edgeworeh, Mps, HerHur-h-
(Anna Edge 'u.mth} i .-_Jo-aeluh Panles, {zw-rnr-. Watt, and
ullltrh: .mi[ what 15 of especial interest to s hiographer, a
larzs wumber of Davy s awn letters 1o 1ds wite,  Tooaddition were
papers velating to the Invention of the Bafoty Tamp, Some of
Lhe letiers h:_\.!.‘-.f Illrlf“.-al]:.- Taapn Puhl_lhhwﬁ ]JJ Iy John 1},‘1,'!.'__';,
hat othiers oow appear in priot dor ihe fiesl Giose T o alse
indebted ta Dire Holleston for the loun of the portrait represent-
ing Davy in Courer deess and in the presidential chaie of the
Royal Bociety, whicl, eopraduced in Phntnwm‘urn forms the
frontispicee to this book,  The oviginal is a saeall highly-
finishod work by Jacksan, and was lmmte-:l about 1523, The
[l=1 tare oui: "lllrl”'r bedon: l‘f-‘rl to Lady Davy, wha refers Lo it
m the letter to Davies Gilherl {t]_llfj‘tﬁli by Weld in Lis

“Mhistory of the Toval Boctety ™), in which she  offers
Lawrenee's woll-known portril s the Heciety, amd which,
by the way, the Society neaely lost througl the HI1]|*-;.1."11'|!|HH!
action of U [usinter.

For the vefercnces ta the l.'-cl.'[‘h' ]Ll‘:"m\’ ol Elae Jun.t]
Dnstitntion T mainly indebted o D, Beece Jones's hook.
L have, moreover, to thank e Managzers of the Institution
for “H'll Ll” e i giving me ]-lrtnuanmu Lo s Lhe maniites
of t Tt nnel alse fore '||||:|'.1.1]1_'L1r me bo consnlt the
Illillllhill]_ia anel kabwbatory jormnals in their possession,  These
nehude the original rworls -:lf l'i.n-.-h worle, add alse the notes
taken 7 oy Furnalay of lis lectiires, Tl ,'l._[ anaoers have al=o
alkewdl e Lo |"['["'E"R]LH.'I‘ Miss Haveiet Moore's sketeli—(ivst
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brought to my notice by Professor Dewar—of the ehemiead
laboratory of the Tnsvitution as it appearsd in the time of
Davy and Faraday, and T have to thank them for the loan
of Gillray’s charnetevistie drawing of the Lecture Thentre, from
whieh the illvstration on p- T sy been [rl'E]_Ja‘H'L"I’.].

I have necessaeily had to refer to the relations of Davy to
Farnday, and | trust T hove said encugh on that salyect.
Indeed, in my opinion, more than enough has been said
alrcady,  TE is nob necessary o belittle Davy in evder to exall
Faraday ; and writers who, like D Pacis, arouindfol of George
Herbert's injunction, are prone to adopt an antithetical style
in biographical nareative have, T am convineed, done Davy's
raelneky wich foeo,

I regret that the space al my commond hos not allowed
me to go iuto greater detail into the guestion of Goorge
Stephenson’s relaticns to the invonlion of the safety lamp.
I have Lad ample material placed at my disposad for o dis-
vussion of the question, amd [ wn specially indebred to Mr.
John Pattinson and the Council of the Liteency and Fhilo-
sophical Bociety of Newenslle-upon-Tyue for their kindness in
lending me o rarve, if not wuique, collwtion of pamphlets
il reprints of newsgaper arlicles which made their appesre
anec when the idea of offering Davy spme proof of the value
which he coal owners entertained of his invention was st
promulzated,  {ieorge Stephenson’s elaine are ot to he dis.
missed  summnarily s peetensions, Trdes], his leluvicn
throughout the whole of the vontroversy increases one's respect
for him as w man of iotegrity aod rveetitwle, eonsvious of
what he thought due to himalf, and showiog only a proper
assurance im his own vincdication. L wenture lo fhink, how-
gver, that the eonclusion Lo which I have arrived, and
which, from the exigencies of space, i, 1 foar, somewhat
Bealdly =tated, as to the apportionment of the mertt ol ihis
memorable invention, 1= just and wan be well estabhished
Stephenson  wedghd possibly have it upon s safety lamp if
he had been allowed to work out his own ideas independently
and by the purely cmpirical methods he adopred, and it is
coneeivable that lis lunp migdt have pssamed its present
form without the intevvention of Davy; but i iz difficult
to imagine that an unlettered man, absolutely withoul know-
ledge of physieal seienoe, conld lave discoversd the philosophical
priuciple npon which the security of the Iamp depeuds.

My, 1890, T, B T,
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