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PREFACE.
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A NEW SYSTEM OF SHORTHAND WRITING.

In prosemting & Mew Sgstomn of Bhorthand Writing to tha poblic for
general adoption,  submit the following prineiples a8 & tast of the merits of
tho eystem here exomplifed.

{1.) Speed in writing stenographically depends chiefly epon the following
oonditions :—
1,—Tha vae of the briefost signnr for tho expresslon of sounds,
2 —The uas of the moat roadily mada jnnotions,
8,—The uee of forms favooring lineallty of writing.
4.—The application of the lawa of analogy.

Tha Alphabet of Conacnnnts fa In hirmony with the foregoing conditions: —

feg Tho Alphabat of Consononts, ia of the simplest (Geometrical con-
gtruction, and coneista entirely of fight morks.  Theas have born teated satis-
factorily in practioe ; it ia alao foond that the jonotion of consooents ond
wvowols are anadly mado, end the combinations give grent linoality.

{3} The alphabet is hased oo the aoalogy of sownd formakion, and is
olazsified in pairs, in aceordance with the affinisy of the formation of these
sounde. Tho Hght ebtralght chorastrra are appropriated to tho light or
#ghorp" sounde, nnd tho eurved chareters to e brosthed or ¢ flat** sounds

fe) "Tha vowels arn of the pimplest conetruction, baing mere theke, nnd
ean roadily be joinad for legibility.

{2.} Legibility, in addition to geod penmsoship, depends shiefly upon
the following condikione: —

fz) By implying tho vowele when writing the consonant. Thia is ao-
complishad by representing n syllable by one conpemant chamoter generally,
and by glving duplieate letbera for the *“flat " goumde (soo alphabet}, and also
by writlng tho conrunants in cartain ponitions, na given iu Table 8,

{&) In disttoguishing words (which in other wystome have a similar

consonant outline, bot which onlline may pignifiy totally different words), by
writing the initial, medial or final vowels, a8 the case may reguire,
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fe) In improved prineiples of eontracting words o thet thoy do not
clash with tho ordioory fully writbon worde. Spacific rubos are given for
guidanos on this point

(3.) Dowmble wnid éripln copsenants ara proyvided, en o simple plan, for

the oft eoponted ayllables, mf, nd, 56, atr, ndr, the, tr, 8, cmce, snce, ment,
tiom, o, :

Thue, systemntic arrangement, simplicity of eonstruction, hrevity and
logibility aro combined in this ayebem, heoee the adoption of thoe title,
+ BHORTHANY MADE EAGT."

Bhorthand writing is becomidng indispensalile to the Clerk I he is deter-
minod} to sneeeed Jo Lifo; I6 i3 proved 6o be of grond servies ln Telegeaph,
Bailway, Merchents® and Bolicitors® Offircs, &e., and in toking dows from
diotatirm replios to correspondones, &e., for transcription i their propor order,
s instrocted by manegers of the differont departmenta

It i3 hoped that this will form a oeoful Texf Book for Elementury and
Higher Grade Schools, and for Private Students; sod that the eystem will
alan he found well-adapted for the Profossions] Reportor, as an cusy mothod
of taking down verbatim roports of public proceedings, which coo be tran.
rorfbed with ense Rod certainty,

Ta thewo friends whe have loug ¢xpected the sppeorsnce of thie band-
book the Author has enly to eay That owhag to Postal and othor imperntive
dutica, the delay in publishing has been unnsoidablo,

M. ARMITAGE,

Hatley, Japt., 1382




INTRODUCTION.,
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SHORTHAND WRITING at tho present time is confined to
.comparstively few.  Although thousands of persoms have had
& natural desire fto learn Bhorthand, sod have sttempted to
master the art, yet after 1 time they have given up their practice
of it, end why? hecsuse they find that difficulties arise of
various kinds. In some systems there are difficult and irregular
joinings; or combinativns of Hght and beavy marks; or a lack of
facilities for placing vowsl signs, the neglect of which entails
difficulties in the transcription of the notes. The growing popularity
of the art since the introduction of Phonography by Mr, Tssac
Pitmgn, of Bath, aud the increasing deipand for works which
proless to treat on the sulject, and especially for those which lay
wcluine to any improvewmesnot, have offered temptations which wern
not to be resisted, and consequently & number of mew systems
bave appeared, got up not so mach for pee as for sale, with the
result that the practive of them has been given up in disgust.

The BukvlTY of Shorthand is 8 poind on which judmes are
apt to ke deceived. Notwithetanding the appearsnce & syatem may
have vn barg inspection, the sbortest characters are not always
those which can be most easily and expeditiously writton, Time,
saul not paper, is the proper measura for awift wriling, as some of
our best and fastest Profpssional Heporters at the present day can
testify, scme of whom write their characters large. Three dis-
tinct sizes aro now jo general uae.  Mr. J. B. Davidson, late the
principal reporter to the Leeds Mercwry, adopted three different
gizeg of characters, as well as light and beavy sigus, in his
abbreviating rules—a system of his own invention. Mr. I. Pitman’s
Phonography hos practically throe different sizes in lesgth of
characters—ordivary size, half size, and double size, just as in
longhand writing we use different lengths for 4, ¢, {, and £
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LEGIBILITY and EXPEDITION are the two essential propers
ties of Shorthand, and should be always kept ln view. Bome
methoda are too legible to be expeditious ; others teo expeditious
to be legible. The former is tho case when despatch in writ-
ing ia neglected for the sake of eass in reading ; the latter, when
too much is trusted to connection, aud when the writiog is illegille
by reason of the brevity with which words are oxpressed. It is
hardly necessary to chagrve that the sem! excellency of a system
congista in ite possessing a due proportiou of both thess desiruble
gualities,

The system here presentod obviates meny of the diMculties
which have obstructed the pab of the Young Stenographer, by
furnishing & aystem comparatively susy (the result of a long life
of hard atudy), in which the vowels are implied in a very larze
dogroe, thus obvisting the necessity of their being dotted in aftor
the consopant outlines have been written. Provision has been
made for the sxpeditions expresson of s, sfr, n¢, wd, aud nir, by
the writing of the nornnal alphabet; 8, thickened for BT, as
in %/ stain” W thickened for NT, ND, a8 in “ 7 bend,”
# 7 paimt,” and ac oo throughout the alphabet of consousnts.
By the application of the circle at the beginuing, middle or end
of worda, & rapid outline fs cbtained for the very frequently
occurring letter v, Thua str "'0(" strasn,” B pest.” 30 that res,
sty or +ut are written, as it wers, with only one inHlection of tho
pen in gach caze, thereby eimplifying the system on the basis of a
broad and gemeral principle, applicable to & very large class of
monosyllables, all of which can be definitely written without the
use of the vowel point, and more easily read than the penerality
of published sywtems lmowy., {Bee examples of the ulility of
the small cirele », and enlarged circle [, in their general application
in Table 6, where the words feel, fif, fool, fly. flow, fellowe, follow,
are all distinctively written according to ostablished rules, and
can e sasily read with certainty, each having a separate indi-
viduality of its own, which 18 not obtainable in most other pub-
lished systems of Bhorthand.) The construction of this syatem
is 8o simple that even s clild may acquire it.



A RESUME OF THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
OF SYLLARI0 WRITING,

With reasons for their adoption, o compared with other popular
mirstems of the dimy.

1. Phonstic writing cannot be shorter than in this system.
The Elemeutary characters constitating the shorthand alphabet
are of the uimpﬂ;ﬂt groomotrical form, and all light marke—atraight
lines and curves, Three sizes of character are adapted, short
lengths for sharp aounds, medium longthe for the moditied soonds,
and full length for the prolonged sounds, arranged it pairs in their
natural order, and in groups, in harmony with tho seats of articu-
lato sonnd, Straight lines wrilten either upwards or downwarde
ara of the same consomant value. The alphabet when once fearnt
does not undergo any clauge in size; balf length and double
length, as practised in some systems, being abolished. T i
acknowledged by those who practice such sytems thai great care
is necessary to make those refined distinctions, and that to know
when to halve and when to lengihen, or whether to writo in or-
dinary sized character or not, is a frequent puzsle, and requires a
certuin amount of extrs study sod care to obtain the best con-
sonaut outhne suitable for quick writing, and yet to be legible.
Some Roporters prefer to write a longer oatline for words rather
thao to be burdened with niceties of outline whicl some modern
systems sdopt in brief writing, becsuse, if the shortening rules
are not strictly cbeerved, the carelese writer will find the tran-
scription of his notes quite uwucertain, and his disappointment
Ereat,

2. It will be seen that the aysten here exemplified obviates 1o
a great extent these difficoltics, by establishing an slphabet of
fixed and permanent sizes, which, whes koown and practised, will |
be found to hgrmonizo with the catablished system of longhand
writing.

3. 1Inlonghand writing three or foor different sizes of letters
are in commen use, such as i, &, [, ¥, f snd p, but theso are
fixed sizes, aod in like manuer the normal stencygraphic alphabet
of cousonants is given in three fived sizes in this systeny, so that
when once known they are known permanently, and the hand
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trained to their use will find no diffieulty v writing the character
correctly and readily. A new fealure in the atphabet of Syllabic
Writing is that all the corved lettors can be written in two
directions, under and over, or lefit sod right, thus giving additional
power to. the normal alphabet, without any extra labour in com-
mitting extra sizns to memory, as is the case in some systems
now in nse.

4, The utility of these duplicate characters, is that groater
distinctness i3 given in indicating the exact vowel sound of a largo
class of monosyllablas, thus giving clearness of ountling, i
thereby rendeving the transciipt pleasant, easy, sod exact. The
words Seat, basi, bat, bought, but, boat, deed, date, sod, Bitter, bet-
ter, bottle, &c., are corroctly writton with owe jullection of the
pen in each case, which is not oltainable n: most other syston yol
before the public. By this mode of implying the vowels greater
speed is ubtamed, and legibility secured.

5. The simplicity of the rolas for abbreviation is another
apecial feature of Syllabic Writing.

6. When the alpbalet of consonants ia thoroughly mnstered,
and can be writton in its threo differont sizes with ease aond roadi.
noag, each character way be written thick by an expert (althongh 1
i# an acknowledgnod fact that o heawy mark roguires abont ono-third
movy time to make than a licht ooe), and by adoptivg heavy
gtrokes ¥t " or *d” i3 added to the prinary consonant, thus every
thick lotter implies s double consonant, amd by its nso three-
fourths of & latter ia gained.  This Rule is applicable, without ex-
coption, to the whole of the coneonant characlers, thus a decidel
ain is obtained over other methods which form cue ball of their
alphabet by light and the othor Lalf by heavy marks.

7. Another valnable mothod of abbreviation in Syllabic Writing
is by using o smsll clrels for the consouants, It is a letter of
vory frequeat occwrrence. o oee it follows the direction of tho
curve in curved consouants, withoot exception.  This s tho best
and most expeditions symbol for combining with the consonanis
at the boginning, middle, or eod of a word,

fa) When the circle » is written on the fft side of straight
laotters at the commencemeat of the consonant character, & vowasl
¢, a, or ah,is road after the circle, according to its position, alove,
on, or sbove the line, as indicated iu Table 1, vowels Mode 1, aa
reap, raie, rof,

fb) Whea the circle » is writlen un the #ight side uf siraight
fottors, at the commencement of straight letters, a vowel au, o



