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PREFACE

R —

Tue favourable reception accorded to an
exposition of the Sermon on the Mount has
encouraged me to attempt another practical ex-
planation of a portion of the New Testament, in
the interest of such readers as are intelligent in-
deed, but neither are nor hope to become critical
scholars. An immense deal has been done of
late to assist New Testament scholarship, but
while the studies of the scheolar make progress,
the ordinary Christian ‘reading of the Dible’ is,
[ fear, at best at a standstill. This little book then
15 intended to make one of 5t Paul's epistles
as intelligible as may be to the ordinary reader,
and so to enable him to make a practical rch-
gious use of it, ‘to read, mark, learn and

inwardly digest” it.



vl Preface

The method pursued, in the main, has been
to let each section of the epistle be preceded
by an analysis or paraphrase of the teaching
it containg, in which it is hoped that no element
in the teaching is left unnaticed, and followed by
such further explanations of particular phrases,
or practical reflections, as seem to be needed,

I have avoided as far as possible all dis-
cussion of rival views, and given simply what
are, in my judgement, the best explanations.

I have ventured te dedicate this book to the
President of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew,
because (see app. nate 1), p. 264) that society
represents surely a brave attempt to realize
some of the chief practical lessons which this

cpistle i1s intended to enforce.

CHARLES GORE.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY,
Chricinas, 18g7.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

b
AL
Istrouvcios . o Stady of the New Testament . P 1
The gospel of the Catholic Clhaseh £
The Repan Empire . i . &0
Ephesus and the Ephesians . T £
The latter—to whoam wrilten ; . 43
IHE EPISTLE T THE EFHESIANE,
SaLurarion (L =21 i i P = a . .
Duwrston I i, g=iv, 190

£1 Ticg-14) St Paul’s leading thoughts s
life in Christ . i P, . .
pradestingtion | . ] i ;63
the olect . ) ; i : « g
the divine seceet disclosed . PR
graoce nos meric 74
§a (1. 15-8%) 5t, Pauls prayer . . . .58
Boa (il 1-10) Sin gnd redemption . . . . B
4 (i, t1-ge)  Salvation i the Church . . T
& 5 (iif) Puul the apestle of cathelicity . M 11
his second preyee . 4 - . 133

§6 (v, r-161  The unity of the Chutel : ' . Lgn



X Centlenis

TAGE
Devizpoxn T {iv. 199l a24)

Doctrine and conduet ; . o Igs
10w 1=, Chostianiiy a new life . i i . 178
§a (iv, a5-33) The new M a corporate life ; . 184
F3 v 1-14] The new life an imitation of God . IgZF
anda 1ifein the light . ; . 1o

§ 4 1% £5-21) The new Ofe a buying up of an oppor-
Lunity : . ‘ ; .0y
g5 v gz=vi, a) The law of subordination and aotherity a1
husbands and wives (v, aa-13) . . 2In
parents and children (vl -4 o aaid
masters rhd slaves (vi 5-6) i k!

46 (vi. to-g0}  The personal spiritual strogele . w37

CoxcLuston (vi, si-z4) ; 2 ; 7 i . - 11

APPENDED NOTES:—

A The Earan Empire recognized by Chiistians as o
Divine Preparation for the Spread of the Gospel | 251

B. The {sc-called! ¥ Letters of Heracleitus' . . , 853
€. The Jewish Doctrine of Works in The Apocalvpse of
Dol . . . . . . . . 257
1, The Bretherhood of 5t And=cw . ; . . afy
. The Conception of the Chyrely Cathiclic in St Paul in
ite Relation to Lecal Clurches ; i - . ab9y
I, The Ethics of Catholiciam . . ! . i . B

&, The Lambeth Conference and Indestrial Problems | 274



THE
EPISTLE TOQ THE EPHESIANS

Ditroduction.

3

1

THERE are two great vivers of Europe which,
in their course, offer a not uninstructive analogy
to the Church of God. The Rhine and the
Rhone both take their rise from mountain
glaciers. and for the first hundred or hundred
and fitty miles from their sources they run turbid
as glacier streams always ere, and for the most
part turbulent as mountain torrents.  Then they
enter the great lakes of Constance and Geneva,
There, as in vast settling-vats, they deposit all
the discolouring elements which have hitherto
defiled their waters, so that when they re.emerge
from the western ends of the likes to run thar
courses in central and scuthern Europe their
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