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PREFACE.

A yvouno emigrant who bad passed seven years in the
Augtralian bush, agein, after eleven weeks in England
ppent with his family, crossed the ocean in eearch of
8 home. That brief visit hed made him unwilling
to pot again so great a distance between himself
and his family as & return fo Australis would
involve ; and his thoughis turned te emigration in
some nearer region. It was then snggested fo him by
some who wers interested in colonization, $o break
ground in & yet unexplored part of New Brunswick, the
distriet on the banks of the Tobique river. The question
ta be solved was whether the climate would not be too
severe for permanent occnpation. He put this to the
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strongest possible test, by establishing himself for two
months (beginning in the middle of October) in a wig-
warn amid the depths of the forest and on the banks of
the river, where he remained ntterly cut off from human
infercourse, and unsble even to leave hiz self-chosen
prigon till helf-way throngh December, when the
Tobique was 8o completely frozen over a3 to make for
him a road back to the settled part of the country. This
enterprise was sc unuenal, and considered so periloms,
thst few, when he started, expacted to see him again;
sod greet was the wonder and curiosity, not only in the
rough eettlements of New Brunswick, bat in the salona
of Fredericton {of which Iatter the Journal says nothing)
on his return.

He came to the conclusion, as far as his own experi-
ence enabled him to judge, that the chances of- suc-
cesa were not in the emigrant's favour. But he
recordsd his impressions of his voyage out there, of
his short sojourn in Bt. John and Fredericton, sod of
his two months' golitude in & forest wigwam, in letiers
and & diary fall of interest to those for whom they were
designed—selections from which, though after the lapse
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of fifteen years, may not be without attraction for the
genersl reader.

The writer of these records, which were not intended
for publication, is no more. The reader, it is hoped,
will be indulgent to the uncorrected style of one
whose carcer had been, from boyhood, one of physieal
toill end active enterprise. Endowed with ununsual
powers of endurance, possessed of ardomr and energy
in esecuting sny purpose he hed chosen, a close snd
unwearied observer of nature, and volontarily trained in
boyhood to sctive labour and privation, he was & born
sdventurer and explorer; and had life been longer and
mere propitious to him, he might, perhaps, bave taken
his place amongst the successful pioneers of civilization
in the waste. This was not to be; his few added years
aof life were doomed to pass in etruggles of a different
kind, and all he hae left are such slight and hasty
sketoches of what he had seen, and partly achieved, as
these which we now present to the publie.






