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PREFACE. _

“There is and there can be no teaching,
where the attention of the scholar s not
secured. The teacher who fails to get the
attention of his scholars, fails totally.” So
writes a thoughtful educaior, and every
observaot leacher knows that the state-
menis arg correcl.  The mast impormm
wark of a teacher both in.regard 1o the
learping of school lessons and the forma-
tion of proper mental habiis by his pupils,
is the developroent of the power to give
concentrated avd sustaioed atrention to a
subject.

While fully agresing with the epinico
that natural aptitude has muoch to do
in .deciding the measure of a teacher's
suceess, the author koows that the power
of securiog and relmining attention can be
acquired and developed. This beok has
been written with a sincere desire o aid
in the accomplishmeol of this important
object.

ToroxTo, Febroary zoib, 1380,
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CHAPTER L

KINT}S OF ATTENTION.

Attention may be Negative or Positive.

Negative Aitention. A pupil may look
without secing, listen withouot beiog con-
scious of hearing, and hear without com-
prehending. He may sitand dream. The
mind has fmner a8 well as oufer pates. The
outer gaies admit merely to the courtyard
of the mind. A great many pupils keep
the ioper daoors closed to much of the
teaching done by their teachers, We may
perceive without receiving distinct con-
ceptions. Thousands luok at a store win-
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dow in passing it without being able to
name or eveo give the color of a single
article in it. -

We may hear also without taking in the
thoughts of the person speaking. How
often men sit in church and hear a preach-
er's voice without noting his words! The
sounds he makes getsthrough the gates of
the castle wall, but the castle itself iz shut
and filled with other tenants. The tele-
phonic key has not been adjusted, and
direct communication has not been estah.’
lished. We hear varicus sonnds—the bell
of the factory or the school, the whistle of
the steam engine, the song of the birds,
fc —without always being conciously im-
pressed by them. Sometimes they influ-
cnee or arrest our lines of thought, bat
more frequently, unless they convey a spe-
cial message to us, we allow them to pass
unheeded. Negative attention copsists
in the outward marks of attention merely.
It is a form without reality; a seed without
an active germ, from which nothing of life
and beauty can ever spring.
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Positive Attention. A pupil who gives
positive or aciie attention, is attentive not
merely with his body bt with his mind.
He has the fu#er as well as the puter gates
of his mind open. His mind must be i/
éng to receive the thoughts his teacher has
to communicate, and it most not be preoc-
cupied, or actively engared with ofher thonghis,
He must for a time forget his personality,
and turn from thoughts of his own plays
and work and all that directly interests
him outside of the lesson., He must get
wut of his own carrent of thonght and into
that of his teacher.

Positive attention stands apposed to that
rambliong state of mind in which the
thoughts move cantinually from one topic
toanother without dwelling upon any; and
also to that apatheticand listless condition
of the mind iz which it is not conscious of
thought; ar in which ideas, if they exist,
leave no trzce in the memory. It is the
kind of attention which a teacher must
have from his pupils if he wishes to im-
press them. [If he securcs only megafive,
the minds of his scholars may be a thous-
and miles away, whilst their bodies may
occupy positions of reverent attention.



