THE SPIRITUAL RETREAT
OF FATHER BOURDALOUE
ADAPTED TO THE USE OF
PASTORS OF SOULS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649221516

The Spiritual retreat of Father Bourdaloue adapted to the use of pastors of souls by Louis
Bourdaloue

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LOUIS BOURDALOUE

THE SPIRITUAL RETREAT
OF FATHER BOURDALOUE
ADAPTED TO THE USE OF
PASTORS OF SOULS

ﬁTrieste






THE SPIRITUAL RETREAT

oF

FATHER BOURDALOUE, S.J.

AFAFPTED T THE 1'3E

ik

PASTORS OF SOULS.

Me remewced in B .'ij.lﬂl:-‘n:f r{li"'j_l.'r;ur asinnl, aned put om the
e e, —KPH, iv,, 23,

LEAMIMNGTON :
ART AKLD BOGE COMPFANY, DRDPOKED STEERT.
LM N
BUKMNS AND OATES, ORIHARD AT, AND PATEENDSTER BOW.
MEW YORK ;
EATIEALIC FURLICATINN SCCIETY COMIANY,
1BEg,



THE SPIRITUAL RETREAT, &c.

MEDITATION TOR THE EVE OF A EETLEAT.

Foelfl fead fer ¢ Tarael ) duto the wilderness, and il
apeeinls fa feer Becod ——(SEL i

First TorsT,—God has inspived me with
the desive and intention of waking this De-
treat,  The resoiution, which I have fovued
to withdraw myself for o few days froon my
ngunl intercourse wich the world and so into
solitude, proceeds undoubtedly from a motion
of divine grace. I ought, therefore, to cor-
respoid with this Leavenly eall Dy enden-
vouring to perforn all the exescises of the
];Ltrmt which I wm commencing, with a
view to o thorough conversion and amend-
ment of my life,

To be called to a Netrest {2 o grace of pre-
dilection not manted to all.  Thousands of
worldlings arve living in the scrvitwde of sin,
nud many even of my own stote in the cuis-
gion of important duties, and whao yet never
think of having recourse to n Hetreat as the
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sﬂveral-ﬂ] remedy for their spiritual disorders.
Sines God, therefore, liy this call has shewn
a singular merey to me, I onght to corres-
pod “With it in the most enrnest and perfoct
manner possible,

The Retreat, on which I am now entering,
ig perhaps the Tnst that I shall ever have the
opportunity of mnking, Woere 1 certain that
it 15 g0, with what fervonr should I perform
it? 1f, then, I have hitherto whcsﬂ}r -
leeted this im]:lrlltrmt means of salvadion, or,
if my [ormer letreats have been lmrULluLtlw
of but little amendment in me, 1 st try,
now at least, to compensate for past omissions
—to repair whatever has been defective—
awd to perfect in my soul the work of God,

SECoND  PornT,—The Almighty, in his
desire to sanetifv e, ealls me to interior,
much more than to utm'mr golitude., Hence,
during these holy daye, it is my duty to lm-
nish from vy Tined and heart whatever may
divert my attention from God. T should try
to spend these dova as though there were not
in the worll another being besides God and
myself, so that I may be .ﬂhh. truly to say
with the spouze in the Canticles: sy befoved
to me, and I {o my beloved —(Can. i)  Far,
then, from my mind he every thought i‘umrn
to thﬁ oreat w vk wlich 1 Lave talen in hantd,
These few days belong so entively to God
and my own soul, that, “until their conclusion,
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I have no business to think, even for one mo-
ment, on any worldly care, or to be solicitons
about my ordinary duties. The Almighty
wishea to be alone with me, that he may
gpeak to my heart; but, if he finds it pre-en-
gaged by any passion, or under the influence
of nneasiness or any eariliy attachment, he
will neither spenk to me, nor ghall I be in the
dizposition to listen to him.

Woe, then, to me, if [ bring into the sanc-
tunry of holy solitwde o dissipated mind,
Waoe to me, if [ render myself unfit for keep-
ing up & communication with my divine
spostge, by entertaining any irrecular desire
or yielding to any human attachment,  As
God s soing to speak to my heart, T ouglt
to be disposed 1o say to him with all the sin-
cerity of David: £ will hear what the Lord
(Foed has fo say fo me; (Psalm lxxxiv) or
with Bamuel 1 Speak, Lovdd, for thy servand
heareth (1 Kings, 111y Like his blessed mo-
ther, I ought to, be prepared to treasure up
in my heat every word that he may be
pleased to speak to me,

/ Timp Poixr—The end of my Retreat
ust not merely be to taste the delights of
holy =olitude, nor even to spend more time
than usnal in prayer or ether relivions exer-
cises, Thesoe wre, indewd, essential accom-
paniments of, but do not constitute, & goad
Letrent. My object must be, to discover the
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real dispositions of my Leart—to see clearly
my imperfections and evil habits—to acquire
a thorough knowledge of the desigus of God
it my regavid—to examine the manner in
whicl I perfort all my dutice—to renew the
spirit of 11|.{ voeation—rto amend my life—in
a word, to become what 5t Poal ealls a0 wew
ereature i Jesus Chiisf—(2 Cor: v) If
my Hetreat do net terminate in this result,
ondd I leave 18 without havinge both diseovered
i corrected my ovdinary failings, any sen-
timentz of devotion, however temder and of-
feetionate, that 1 mway Iave conceived, con be
regarded as nothing betler than pure illu-
stoms.  Neither mmst my desimn be divected
to varne nmd general ebijects, To render it
uulululumly effective, 1 must nim at something
specifie and dotomninate, and with this view,
1 must examine narrowly in what particulay
duties to God, to myself, and to my neigh-
bour, I mm deficient, amd direct my Retredt
to the repairing of these deficioncies,

Coxcrupira Praven—Enlishten, O God,
wy understanding, that 1T may distinetly
discover my sing and hoperfections, and grant
me grace to apply to them the necessary re-
medice,  Sinco thou hast ealled me into this
solitude, moke known to me now the perfee-
tion to which 1 ought to aspire, mul the
means wherehby it is te be attsined, Lot not
what to numbers of simners hus been the
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means of their conversion, Lecome, through
sloth or neglect on my part, the subject of
my greater condemnation,

O God, what wilt thou lave me to do?
Dro thou preseribe the work which T ought to
perform during these days of salvation, and
I, with the assistance of thy grace, will re-
move every olstacle to the aceomplishment
of thy ador able desions. T sean to leel ooy
heart that happy ﬂlia]'lﬂqltlf.ﬁll which enables
me to wse with hunble contidence the wonds
of thy holy proplict; sy feast 45 eady, O God,
ey Acart @ veedfy—(I's 1vi), Should the
subtletics of self-love Lerein deccive me, help
ue, O Lond, to discover and overcoiee the,
Purify this heart which, at least, {eets a de-
gire to obey Lhee, amwd hag now retired from
nll intereourse with creatures, in ovder to -
eeive more perfectly the inpressions of thy
holy orace and epirit |



Fivst Day.

FIRST MLEDITATION.

ON THE IERFECTION REQUIRED IN A I'ASTOR.

I Jirve elugen feeert efneed eeppotieded Bhod yon should
oo and bring forth e, . . . You aré nol of
this world, —JONN xv,

Finsr Poinr.—As a creature of God, T am
obliged to serve him: as a Claistian, T am
under the necessity of conforming to the
sacrad laws of the Gospel: and, ns a priest
and pastor of sonle, T have contracted with
the Almighty still more aseered obligations,
wherely 1 am bound to the |:erfﬂm:|:mcu of
particular dnties tewdine to my own greator
sanctification and the salvation of the souls of
others, In calling me to the priesthood God
had both these objects in view; but it is prin-
cipally for the more complete accomplish-
ment of the latter that he requires me to
aim ot o higher degree of virtue than other
Christiane.  He wishes to propose me as a
maoiel to the world, that my conversation, my
actions, and my entire life, may do henour



