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The Case of The. Fox
A.D, 1900 to 1950

CHAPTIR 1
The TDoctor

I musr wention in the first place my regret at the
loss of the vuluable assistance these pages ought
to have received from their author, my fcilow
boarder, Dr. Aecrius Pott, from whose coplous
notes they are compiled. He was compelled to
leave England before therr publication  from
circumstances  that were inevitable, The doctaor,
two students, and mysel were all the boarders
that our good landlady, Mrs. Porwick, could ac-
commodate within her small residence in Blooms-
bury. The desr woman, who was a widow of
five years standing, was very lond of Dr. Aerius
Pott, In her great heart she would have let lum
continue to live board and lodgings quite {ree,
or even in closer legal alliance with her—but the
7



THE CASE OF THE. FOX

money we hungry students paid her would not
alone keep the house going, even when supple-
mented by the small independent income left
to her by her dear departed. We had therefore
to determine that either we students or the doctor
must leave the lodgings, which brought about a
crisis.  Still I do not think that the doctor was to
blame for the unfortunate circumstaneces in which
he was placed for want of meney., Ile told me
his father, the gallant Colonel Pott, U.S.A., had
a strong desire that he should study the sciences
he had devoted himsell to 1z Furepe, and that
le had patd his passage to Engtand and given him
some money in hand tostart with. Dr. Acnins Pott
zaid he had cvery bope ol consfanl remittances
[rom home to continue his studies. He had con-
tracted habilitics on Lhe prospecl of these re-
mitfances which never came to hand, Sceing
the diligence of the doctor in the pursuit of a very
mieresting scicnce, I must suggest the gallant
colonel, his father, was nch to blame,

It is necessary for this work to give more exact
particulars of my {ricnd Lthe doctor, which I may
do while leaving out the strong political element
which suffuzed his mind, D, Aecring Pott's
special branch of study was hypnotism. On this
account we students among ourselves gave him
the name of * The Great Hip." IHe told me that
when he first came to this country he brought
many introductions to the eminent men in
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THE DOCTOR

England in his special study, whose influence
he expected would have assured him competency.
There is no doubt he ought to have done well
here, as there was a larpe public deeply imbwoed
not only with the wvalue of hypnotism, but
with all kinds of spiritualistic ideas, thought-
teading, general mysticism and phrenology, which
the doctor also protessed to elucidate, who were
ready with open hands and minds to receive
him. Unfortunately lor his monciary prospects
the doctor was a man of genius, thatl is to say, a
person possessing some ideas of his own. 1is
ideas he assured me he coold not hold with
sufficient toadyvism to others in Lhe ficld, (o ensure
success In gonjuaction with the popular men in his
science.  Therclore he foand limself  jealously
shunted from all the many poht-making concems.
The Homites and the Wardropean lirotherhood
society would Lave nothing to do with him.
With what money, as Dr, Aerius Poti assericd,
he could obtain for his wntings for the spiritual-
istic journals, and irom popular lectures, he had
prosccuted his hypnotic scienice as far as he was
able, In his science he informed me he was for
popularity compelled bhoth in wrofing and
speaking lo  follow ihe sensational or cven
imaginative rather than the natural, This was
against his inclination, as nervous scnsihility,
properly understood, explained every apparent
mystery therein and was sufficient. He told me

o



THE CASE OF THE, FOX

Le longed to produce one preat work on neuro-
hypnotism, which he was sure wounld pay.

I have not heard anything of my friend, Dr.
Acrins Pott, since he left for the States more than
a year ago, but many of his friends and tradesmen
about Bloomsbury would much like to hear from
him,

In parting from vs with our landlady's account
in his hand lhe expressed sineere regret for the
circumstances which prevented him staying with
ns until he had completed his great waork. He
Beft his mosl important manuseripl in my hands,
which was Vhe Case of Pheodore Fox, wilhy the
desire that I should edit it, although it was n-
complete by reason ol his compulsory departure.
He wished mc to give over as much of the pro-
coeeds, if the publication wer: successtul, as wonld
pay his landiady, He said il she were paid and
there were a surplis I should be sure to hear of
him again, otherwise be felt the knowledge of his
unfortunate povate allairs would be a reproach
which would not permit him to return to England.

It is not possible to join in sympathy with my
[riend, DUr. Aerins Pott, wiich 1 desive the reader
to do, unless we have hefore ws zome iden of the
character of this learned and deeply read man,
and of the purposes of the hypnotic work belore us.

First as regards his own title, 1 feel quite
convinced it was not conferred vpon him {rom
his knowledre of medicine. My reason for Lhis
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