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PREFACE.

Tais little volume has grown out of a short
course of lectures on the synonyms of the New
Testament, which, in the fulfibment of my duties as
Professor of Divinity at Eing's College, I have
more than once addressed to the theological students
there, It scemed to me that lectures on such a
subject might help, in however partial a measure,
to eupply & want, of which many of the students
themselves are probably conscions, of which those
who have to do with their training cannot help
being aware. The long, patient and exact studies
in philology of our great schools and universities,
which form so invaluable a portion of their mental,
and, T will add, of their morsl discipline also, ean
find no place during the two years or two years and
a half of the theological course at King's College.
The time itself is too short to allow this, and it is
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in great part claimed by other and more pressing
studies. Some, indeed, we rejoice to find, come to
ns possessing this knowledge in a very respectable
degree already; while of others much more than
this can be said. Yet where it does not already
exist, it is quito impossible that it can be more than
in part snpplied. At the same time we feel the loss
and the deficiency ; we are sometimes conscious of
it even in those who go forth from ns with general
theologieal acquirements, which would bear a fa-
vourable comparison with the sequirements of those
traiued in older institutione, It iz a matter of re-
gret, when in papers admirable in all other respects,
errors of inexact scholarship are to be found, which
seemt quite ouf of keeping with the amonut of in-
telligence, and the standard of knowledge, which
cvery where olsa thoy display.

Feeling the immense value of theso studies, and
how unwise 1t would be, becunse wo eannot have
all which we would desire, to forego what iz possi-
hle and within our reach, I have two or three times
dedieated a brief course of lectures to the compara-
tive value of words in the New Testament— and
these, with some subsequent additions and some
defaleations, have supplied the materials of the
present volnme. T have pever doubted that, set-
ting aside those higher and more solemn lessons,
which in a great measure are out of our reach to
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impart, being to be taught rather by God than men,
there are few things whielhiwe should have more at
heart than to awaken in our selolars an enthusiasm
for the grammar and the lexicon. We shall have
done much, very much for thoee who come to us
for theologieal training and generally for mental
gnidance, if we can persnade them to have these
continnally in their hands; if we can make them
believe that with these, and ont of these, they may
be learning more, obtaining more real and lasting
nequisitions, such as will stay by them, such as will
form a part of the textnre of their own minds for
ever, that they shall from these be more effcetually
neeomplishing themselves for their fninre work,
than from many a volume of divinity, stndied be-
fore its time, even if it were worth studying at all,
erndely digeatm]ﬁﬁgfl therefore turning to no tiue
nonrishment of the inner man. \

But having now ventured 6 ehallenge for these
Iectures a somewhat wider andience than at first
they had, it may be permitted to we to add here a
very few obszervations on the value of the study of
eynonyms, not any lonzer considered in reference
to onr peemliar needs, but generally; and on that
of the synonyms of the New Testamentin particn-
lar; as also on the helps to this study which are at
present in existence.

The wvalue of this stndy as a diseipline for
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training the mind into close and accurate habits of
thought, the amount of instruction which may be
drawn from it, the inerease of intellectnal wealth
which it may yield, all thiz has been impligitly
recognized by well-nigh all great writers — for well-
nigh all from time to time have pansed, themselves
to play the dividers and discerners of words —ex-
plicitly by not a few who have procluimed the
valne which this study had in their eyes. And in-
structive as in any lengnage it must be, it must he
cminently so in the Gzreek —a language spoken by
a people of the finest and subtlest intelleet ; who
saw distinetions where others saw none; who di-
vided out to different words what othera often were
content to huddle under a eommon term; who wero
themselves zingularly alive to its value, diligently
cultivating the art of synonymons distinetion,! and
someotimes ¢ven to an extravagant excess;® who
have beguneathed a multitude of fine and delieste
observations on the right distinguishing of their
own words to the after world.

And while thus, with reference to all Greek,
the investigation of the likenesses and differences
of words appears especially invited by the charac-
teristic excellences of the language, in respect to

! The dvdpara Scacpele, Pluto, Laches, 197 4
PId Profag 31T albe ;
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the Greex of the New Testament, plainly there are
reasons additional inviting ns to this study. If by

it we become aware of delicate variations in an

anthor’s meaning, which otherwize we might have
missed, where is it 8o desirable that we should not
miss anything, that we should lose no finer inten-
tion of the writer, than in those words which are
the vehicles of the very mind of God? If it im-
creases the intellectnal riches of the student, can
this anywhere be of so great importance as there,\
where the intellectual may, if vightly nsed, prove

gpiritngl riches as well?  If it eneourage thonughtfn]

meditation on the exact forces of words, hoth as
ther are in themsclves, and in their relation to other
words, or in any way unveil to us their marvel and

their mystery, this ean nowhere else have a worth

in the least approaching that which it nequires
when the words with which we have to do are, to
those who reccive them aright, words of eternal
Jife; while out of the dead carcases of the same, if

maon sufter the spirit of life to depart from them, all

manner of corrnptions and heresies may be, as they

have been, hred.

The words of the New Testament are eminently
the orocyeiz of Christian theology, and he whoe will
1ot begin with a patient study of these, shall never
make any considerable, least of all any secure, ad
vances in this: for here, as everywhere else, disap-
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