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PREFACGE

Tae present volume iz, as ite title sugpests, not a
complete edition, but only & selestion eontaiming
lese than half of Goethe's (Gedichie. It includes
the majority of the Iyrice and ballads, and all
the more sdmired poems of (Goethe, as well as
such of his shorter effusions as throw light on the
life and writings of the great poet. Beyond these
limits the present work could not he extended, as
it wonld otherwise have spEceeded the proportions
of an ordinary text-book. Af the same time the
Editor confesses that his regret in omitting so many
of the *‘Gedichte’ iz qualified by several conside-
rations. Among the minor poems of the German
master there iz » good deal which possessez very
little interest to an English reader. In this cate-
gory may be placed the many complimentary verses
addressed to persons little known in their own time,
and wholly forgotten in ours. Sunch verses can hardly

claim a place in & text-hook of German literature.
a*
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(ther poems of tha illustricus author are toe much
in the tona of Aristophanes, to be suitable for readers
of every class, Lastly, there are some verscs, espe-
cially among the odes and the later productions of
the great poet, which intermix so much allegory with
their extremely rugged and slip-shod diction as to
puzzle and perfectly dieappeint the reader whe finds
soch lines side by side with Goethe's more finished
pieces. These inaqualities in the style of the author
are the chief excuse which the Editor can offer for
having ventured to abridge the Gedichte. If it be
an error of judgment to have dome so, the Editor
i not the only offender. In Germany several distin-
guished scholars, emong them cne of Goethe's hio-
graphers, have set the ezample of publihing similar
abridgments. Schifer's ‘Auswghl von Goethe's Ge-
dichten fir Schule und Haus' may be mentioned
ag & book in some respects resembling the presemt;
it iz extremely popular in Germany, but as it does
not contain motes, it is less useful to English than
to German readers. A good commentary on Groethe's
poeme will be found in ‘Goethe's Gedichts erlintert’,
in three volumes, by Viehoff. But this work gives
only oeccagional extracts from Goethe.

The Editor has not in any ease altered the
original text. He has gupplied English titles, and
prefixed or subjoined notes, wherever these were
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absolutely required. The observations contained in
the Totroduetion touch en all the literary guestions,
which the ‘Gedichte’ give rise to. In ome repect
only & radical change has been made. Following
the advice of Viehoff, the Editer has substituted a
chronological arrangement for the order of the poems
generally adopted in the approved German sditions.
This hag besn done from a econvieton that a eon-
stant refersnce to the dates, and a consequent know-
ledge of the anther's time of life are highly desirable
and often indispensable to the right understanding
of the poems. As long as the compogitions of an
author are isken in the casual and unnsystematic
suecession in which the aecident of publication has
left them, a correet view of the poems and & trua
egtimate of their merits can hardly be formed. Each
poem appears detached, and stands out of ite higto-
rical connection; conscquently its relative place in
the life and works of the author is lost sight of —
a thing particularly to be avoided in Goethe, that
author having told us in many a page of his Auto-
biography that hiz works, one and all, embody per-
gonal experience, and that the key to all his writings
must be sought in kis life. The only means of car-
rying out this injunction is to "pay the strictest
regard to the author’s biography, and this can best
be effected by a chronological arrangement. The
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view just advanced it iz true would not apply with
equal foree to every writer. It would e g he of
little consequence in what erder we read the two
hundred ecomedies of Kotzebue. But the case is
different when we come so such writers as Shakspeare
or Goethe. The reader whe enters on the study of
thess authors has virtnally not ose, but two subjects
to consider. Together with the poetry he must
study the life of the writer. Thiz principle has
long been admitted in regard to Shakspoare. To
apply it to Goethe is the chief aim of this Little volume,

Trrisrry CoOLLEGE, DUBLIN.
EasTER, 1876
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