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TREFACE.

Taz “Oopa avn Enpe,” which eompoee this un-
pretending publication, are enfitled to their nama
from the ciroumstance of heving Teen writhen
without the emallest contemplation of being, at
any time, thms comnected {opether-—a circumstance
whirh, thongh too commen in introducing such
ecraps to the publie, may perhape be eoneidered
entitled to aitention feom the molives which have
led to their publieation.

The writer resides in one of the most interest-
ing distriets of North Wales; and there, surrounded
by objects of natiral beauty, contrasted and brought
out the more vividly by great works of art, has
long dwelt with regret on the absence of some pen
that could illuetrate with the eolours of history,
or its kindred romance, seenes which no one can
contemplate without emotion.
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North Wales, and the Principality in general,
is not merely & flell where & Beott might revel
in the profusion of its incidents of natiomal cha-
racteristics snd individual adventure; it is, ms it
were, the back-ground of the British History, as
well in rece, a3 in polifical constifution and social
character.

Secluded from the vest of the empire by the
tenacity with which ita people adheres te the
magnificent and powerful lsngusee of the earhest
times, the Aneient Briton is deubtless in the rear
of the ever-moving Baxon race ; buf the field of
enquiry in the archzology of his history is so much
the more rich, and would, it is believed, yield a
harvest by which the literature of cur country
wonld be not a little advaneed.

It may gvem be o fir subject of engquiry whether
the very foundations of our laws—at ail events
that particular charaeteristie of those Inwa which
has most distinguished them—that of springing out
of the customs, habits, feelings, and experience of
the people, is not essentially doe to the soil of
our eountry; in fact, that instead of having been,
gz is commonly supposed, imported by the Baxons,
it is indipencur to Britain that the lews by which
her people have heen governed have cver sprung



PREFALK, vii

mginly from the individual energy of charaster and
upright balance of mind, which has at all events
attended our administration of national and social
duties from the earlicst periode of rocorded Hme.
The transition from the Fisteddfod of the ancient
Britone to the county court of the Baxoms is as
nstural a3 from soch county egart to the various
forms by which justiee has been since administered.

To dwell further on such o topic would mot
here be appropriate; for, although such ambitiona
vicws ave little dpropos to mere “{Odds and Ends"
of puetry, and though, in fact, 3t would be more
eorrect to say that the poetry is poblished rather
for the purpose of offering moch engpestions, than
that such suggestions are offcred for justifying the
publication of the poetry, yet there must be a
sommencement of everything.

1t not nnfrequently bappens that the more un-
pretending  the eommencement the more cfficicnt
becomes the completion of literary labomrs, so it
may be permitted to entertain the hope that
gome mind worthy of, and oqual to, the tfask,
may be incibed by the boldoess of this emall
beginning, to carry ouf the objects here suggested,
by freely giving to fthe public snch facts as may
be yet saved from the rapidly incressing torrent
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of modern habite snd innovations. Some smch
efforts are now required, in order te prevent this
sweeping inte oblivion of many ancient legends,
or historical recollections, which may yet create, in
the scenes and looalities of Newth Wales, an intereat
in pome depree similar to thet by which so many
lews intereabing loealitiea of Bcotland have heen
cousecrated and made clasgie by Bir Walter Boold.
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Howe of the engle'—eradle of the sborms,
Thy wonders when th' emazed cye surveys,

The soul enkindles, all the famey warme,
And every look doth new e¢motions raise.

Thy giant bulk, thy towering height enblime,
Inspire the mind with reverence and awe;
And waft the winged fhoughts beyond the fime
When firet the riming sun thy summits saw.

Oh say, did Nature, with one mighty throe
Up-heave thy choulders from the lab'ring earth?
Didet thon to fre and waber's ucion owe
The prodigy of thy stupendous birth?
If thos it was, oh! how cen thought of man;
Can fancy's flight, or post's dream cunvey,
Or sage's deepest medifation scan
The sights, the sounds, of that pertenteus day?
1 Tha oative name of Spcwiden 8 Y Oreigeo-ye-Eyrd,”  meaning

“ Eagle's Cliffs.
B



