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FOREWORD

THREEFOLD purpose has prompted the

edition of this book. First of all to give
the Amerncan people an opportumty of reading
and keeping within reach the principal wntings
and utterances of the heroic Belgian Cardinal
from the time of Belgium’s invasion up to the
present day. True, the American people have
an unbounded admiration for Cardinal Mercier,
His figure loomed up as that of a giant the day
he issued his Pastoral on “Patriotism and En-
durance,” cpenly accusing and defying the n-
vader. It is perhaps safe to say that the majonity
of those who read at all in Amenca have read
the frst Pastoral of the Cardinal, but few have
read his further writings and discourses. These,
although they have not made the same mmpres-
sion upon the world at large, are equally energetic
and noble and put forth the Cardinal as the “great
man " of Belgium, in turn protesting energetically,
tenderly encouraging and wisely enlightening.
Cardinal Mercier did not deem his duty fulfilled
after his first protest against the German invasion
and the barbarous methods of the Germans.
Since then he has not ceased to speak, condemn-
ing repeatedly the wvarious kinds of cruelty and
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atrocity a tragically Inventive mind continues
to produce. Thus he lifts up his wvoice “For
Those in Captivity,” protesting against the en-
slavement of the Belgians by the hornfying sys-
tem of deportations. When the Germans not
only deny any and all atrocities on their part,
but, cymically humonstic, turn the tables and
accuse the Belgians of the most abominable
crimes, he sends forth a protest as forceful as
conclusive, and inasmuch as these accusations
are directed especially against the Belgian priests,
he makes “An Appeal to Truth” in a “Letter
to the Bishops of Germany, Bavaria, and Austria-
Hungary.” Or he strives to keep up the courage
of the people by means of his Pastorals—"My
Return from Rome,” *'Courage, my Brethren,”
and “The Voice of God.” Undaunted by fear,
he speaks to his people of their great and good
King, of the heroism of their absent army, ad-
dressing them *'For Our Soldiers.” Courage,
however, is not sufficient, nay, it is often blind.
Belgium needs direction and light. Are not the
subtile German doctors and the longheaded
German professors trying to upset the Belgian
mind and conscience! In vain do they labor.
There is one watching, one always on duty; and
taking as his subject several Christian virtues, but
especially *'Chrnstian Yengeance,” he will speak
to the priests of Belgium and through the priests
to the entire Belgtan nation; pointing out to



