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PREFACE.

THE hmtm}' of a gmall country town, and ;that one no way
eonspicuoue amomg its neighbors, can hardly be expectsd to
furnish much to intevest the pameral reader.  Such 8 work must
be made up of particulars and minute detnils. Tt s seldom that
great events or distinguished characters scour to give life and
interast to the story. The narrative muet derive its claim to
the reader's attention mainly from hin acquointance with the
secnes, or his conmections with the artors described.

Yet there is & point of vicw from which loeal bistory mey de-
acrvo the sitention of the thoughtful and philosophic mind.
The township is the primary snd fundamental Institution of our
government— the basis upon which the superatructure of state
and natibnal organization is erected. The Btais is but a com-
faderation of towns es the general government is a confedera-
tion of Btates. In either case those powers onty are entrusted
to the larger body which could not be conweniently cxercised
by the smaller. Tn this congist the szength and security of our
republis, that go much of the power is retained by the people
themselves, and so little delegated to those who represent them
at Boston and Washington.

Those lttle independent municipal corporations are therefore
the germ of all our free inatitutions. Whoever would trace
the history of * Liberty in Amarios,” must study the history of
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towns, From their origin, these were miniature republics,
where public affairs were dircussed in open mecting, and the
result determined strictly by the majority of votes, These
town meetings — seends, a8 they often were, of carnest conten-
tion, and even wrangling — were the achools of republicanism,
When the Provincial Government waa overthrows, it was
several years hefore a Btete Government waas organized, yet
there was pothing of anarchy or confusion; each town went on
with its own affaire, and the construction of a state, and after.
wards of a national organizstion, was 4 work of little difficulty-
It was merely the development and application of principles
which had exiated and been in operation ever aince the landing
at Plymouth. In this pofut of view the history and interior
structure of & New England township, is the histery in minia-
ture of the petion.

The problem of histery may be stated thua: givem, the
[resent state, condition, end character of & people, to determing
those influeneee in the prst which have tended to produee these
results. It ie the task of the historien to trace the development
of these influences, and s to arrenge the history of cvents as
to give & miniature of the chavacter ond split of the age which
he describes. He must sst before us net only great men—
siatesmen and erliclors—but alan crdinary men in their ordinary
dress, end engaged in their crdinary employmente, He must
viait the dwellings of the poor and the abodes of misery 2s well
o8 the paleces of weslth and luxury, No anesioto, no fomiliar
saying is insipnifiennt which can throw lght upor the state of
education, morals or religion, or mavk the progress of the
human mind,

Hince the natoral foatuves of & country have an important
influence wpen the charecter of its inhabitants, they must be
described in their primitive wildness as well ag in their prezent
state of cultivation and improvement. e must peint the stern
and sturdy Puriten, shrewd as the ahrewdest in worldly things,
yeb eacrificing all et the call of duty; trampling on bishops,
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lords and kings, but reverenelng the majesty of the low and
bowing in the dust before his Maker. He must trace the slowly
kindling flame of Liberty from ite first faint sperks till it burst
forth in the revolution. Ee must mark tho progress of educa-
tion angd literature, the changes in manners and modes of life.
He must deduce, by & process strictly logical, the Yankee of the
I8th century, from the Puritan of Flymouth Hock., And with
ell he should mingle thoee lespons of inetruction and true
philozophy which history ia desipned to teash,

The wuthor iv deeply sensible how far he hes fallan ghort of
the ideal here propescd. Hin time has becn limited, his
materinls imperfect, ond his abilities {inodequate to th taek.

It is much to be regrotted that the work was not undertaken
fftcen or twenty years g, Many iotevesting inddents, espe-
cially of revolouonary history, wlich wars pecorded only in the
memories of aged Inhabitants, might then baye heen preserved,
but are now irrecoverably loat.

In prepariog this volume, I have made a carefi} examination
of the Town, Church, and Parish Records, the Stete archives,
tha hiztories of adjpining towns, the Historical Cellections, and
several Mistories of Massachusetts, 53 well ae of many mant-
acript papers. It is posaible that sume ineldents of interest may
have beon omitted, and thet some ervors of detail may have
crept into the narrative. Those who have had much experience
in rescarches of this character, kovw the cxtreme diffieulty of
avoiding sach errors, and will be lemst disposed to eriticise them
with scverity.

The anthor would teke this opportunity to acknowledge spe-
cial vhligationa to Dr. Jobn Perter, Col. Paul Forter, Charles
A. Kilkam and B. C. Putnom, for valuable materiale and gen-
erous encouragement. Many others whom he has had occasion
to consult, have expressed o kindly intevest in the undertoking.

He now with regret takes leave of 8 work which has ccoupied
so many of his leisure hours in s manver pleasant, snd ae he
fondly trusts, not wholly unprofitable. It has been to him a la-
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bor of love, and If it shell have the effect of awakening in the
people of Wenham an intevest in the antiquities and history of
thiz encient town, — # it shall exefte them to emulate the vir-
tues and mvoid the errore of their forefathers, he will fel that
he has hed his reward.
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