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Because he is my countryman, a perfect angler,
a great artisl, agenial comrade and a true friend, I in-
scribe this little volume to WALTER M. BRACKETT,
of Boston.
THE AUTHOR
Quebec, April 20th, 1888.
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"THE DOOM OF MAMELONS.
ARGUMENT,

The developement of the story turne upon-the working of an old
‘Tndian prophecy or tradition, which bad been in the Leoni-Lenape
tribe, to the effeot; that when an iotermarringe between & princess of
“their teibe and & whits man shounld ocour, it shonld being rain to the
tribe, and canse it to become extinct at Mamelons. For it was at the
month of the Baguenay a8 they held, that the whitea fiest landed on
thie weetern continent. This intermarriags, or * cross of red with
white " had oecarred, aad the time had nearly comewhen the last of
tha race ghoold die at Mamelons.

The persons introduced into this tale are John Norton, the trapper,
who is comrade and bosom friend of the chief of the Lennl-Leoape.
The chiel himself, who is dying from an old wound received in a fight
wt Mamelons, aod nas gent & runner to sommaon the trapper to hia bad-
gide, to receive his dylag message. A very besutiful woman of that
moat peculiar snd aocient of sll known peoples, the Basgoes of
Bouthern Spain, the last of their gueenly live, who has been married
in France by the chief's brother, and to whom & daughter has been
born ;—Atls, the besutitful hercine of the story. And in addition to
fhese, is an old chiel of the famous Mistassinni tribe, who hud bad his
tongue outout at the torture stake by the Esgaimans, from whese fary
be had been reacued by a party of warriors, beaded by the teapper.

At Mamelons in & great fight, fonght in the darkness and ferror
of an earthquake commotion, the chief of the Lenni-Lerape, had, un-
knowingly, slain hia brother, who, returning from France with his
young Basque wife, bad been wrecked on the coast of Labrador, and
oot of gratitode to the Faquimaex, who bad trested him kindly, be

. juined their ranks aa they marched up to the great battle at Mamelons.
Thus, Gghting as focs, unknown to each otber, in the darkoess that
venveloped the field, he was killed by his brother, having seriously
‘wounded him in retors.
The Basqne princess, thus widowed by the untimely death of her
:young hosband, gave birth to Atla, who was thus born an orphan,
and onder doom hersslf.  Her mother, soun after the birtk of Asls,
was resoned from death by the trapper, and loved bim with all the
ardor of her fervent nature. His affection she strove and hoped to
win, smd would, perkaps, have spceseded, bad not death claimed her.



Dying, ahe left her love and bopes as an heritage to her daughter;
nnd sharged ber, with golemn tenderneas, to win the trapper’s afiec-
tiong, and married to kim become the mother of & mighty race, in
whoee blood the beauty and stresgth of the two oldest and handsomest
races of the earth should be happily mingled.

The chief, koowing of her wish, and the instructions left to Atls
by ber departed mother, semmons the trapper to his desthbed, to tell
him the origin of the doom, wnd the possibility or surety of ita being
avoided by his loving and marrying Atle. For by the condition of
the old cards it was proclaimed When spoken, that the ¥ doom shall
not hold in cape of son born in the female line from sire without s
eross,”’ viz :—from & pure blooded white man. The trapper inhis
humility Eeeh himaelf to be uoworthy of g0 splendid an alliance, and
reqiats the natural promptings of his heart.

But ot Isst the beaotifol Atla wins him o & full confession ; and
at her argent request, againgt the trapper's wish, they start for Mame-
lons to be married, and where, before the rite is coucluded, she dies,
#0 fulfilling the old prediotion of her father's Lribe,

o the Basque princess, the mother of Atla, the anthor has striven
‘to poriray sn otterly wnconventionsl woman, nataral,. barbaric,
original. Hplendid in her beanty, and glorions in her passions, sseh
na motaally lived in the world in the far past, when women wera—
it must be confessed—totally unlike the prevalent type of to-day. In
ber ehild Atla; the same typs of natural womanhood is preserved, but
slightly sobered in tons and shade of expression. Butas stadies ofthe
besutifol and the nnconventionsl in womanhood, both are noigoe and
deli 5
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PREFACE T0 TOURIST EDITION.

I thank the Press and public, both of Canada
and my own country, for the cordial reception
given to my little romance, and trnst that the
description of the Lake 8t. John and Sagmenay
Region, now added to it, with the accompanying
map for anglers and tourists, will make it even
more acceptable to them.

W. H. H. MURRAY.






MAMELONS!

A LEGEND OF THE SAGUENAY.

CHAPTER I.

THE TRAIL.

end of which John Norton struck in answer
to the sminmons which a tired runner bronght
him from the north. - The man had made brave
ranning, for when he reached the trapper’s cabin
and had placed the birchbark packel in his hands,
he stagwered to a pile of skins and dropped heavily
on them, like a hound which, from a three daye
chase, trails weakly to the hunter's door, spent
nigh to death, 8o came the runner, running from
the north, and so, spent with his mighty race,
dropped as one dead upon the pile of skins.
He bore the death call of a friend, whose friend-

]T was a long and lonely trail, the southerm

1 Mamelons, The Indiecn’'s name for the moath of the Saguenny,
and signifiea the Place of the Great Monndsz,  See note 72,
[}



