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CHAPTER L

A WORD HPOKEN I¥ DUE EEARCN, HOW GOOD I8
7 —FProv. xv. 23.

Tug following narrative is drawn from
real life. With the exception of a few
trifling particulars, and a change, for ob-
vious reasons, in the names of mdividaals,
I bave neither added mor omitted any
thing that could affect its faithfulness:
and I trust that the example it conveys
of the mercy of Providence and of Chris-
tian faith, will be brought home to the
bearts of many readers. For myself, I
B
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desire to acknowledge that a personal ac-
quaintance with the man whom T have
distinguished by the pame of Alfred Tra-
vis, bas afforded me lessons equally use-
ful and affecting,.

At the period when I propose to com-
mence my humble history, Alfred was
honest and industrious, and generally
speaking, affectionate towards his family.
But the world was bis chief concern ; and
any thing that interrupted the course of
his ordipary pursvits and enjoyments,
provoked him to anger or drove him to the
public house.

Martha his wife, was happily under the
influence of different feelings. Althaugh
hor education had been veglected by her
parents, a Sunduy School was the means
of communicating that religions know-
ledge which haa been blessed to thousands,
and was in her oase nt last, it is hoped,
the source of everlasting comfort. For
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some years, however, the fruit of these
instructions wes oof evident, bat was
like bread cast upon the waters. It
was only a short time previous to the
date of my acquaintance with the family,
that the seed thus sown, was beginning
to yield its spiritual harvest. Reading,
as she did but imperfectly, the many
portions of Seripture, which, as a Suan-
day Scholar, she had committed to me-
mory, now retorned with a power and
consolation not to be deseribed.

Avntumn had commenced its course
with its useal rich and varied productions.
Already the vine displayed its nlultaring
fruit, and the orchards their ripening
stores. In some fields the standing corn
still waved in the breeze, while in others
the grain had yielded to the sickle, and
now stood in compact sheaves. Oid age
and youth were alike employed in gather-
ing the fruits of the semson, and the
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