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PREFATORY REMARKS.

This compilation of the heslth Jaws of Mickigan is made in pursuance of jolnt resolu-
tion number eighteen, of the Seesjon Laws of elghteen hundred and seventy-five, approved
March 20, 1875, in the following worda:

JOINT RESOLUTION for pablishing in pamphlat form all luwe relaticg to the Pohlic Health,

WaeREAS, It Is important that herith officers, and persons who give immediate a.lle'n-
tion wumtary seieuce in this Btate, should bhave in a form convenient for reference, all
thu laws in force in this State relating 1o the public health ;

By the Senate and House Bwﬂmm#ﬂs MG{H&A}M That the Bee-
rotar; ol Blaté immediately sfter the Boal adj be suthorlzed
end directed to compile and publish, in pam ablet form, all l.lle hwa of this Btate, then in
force, rehuugtolhe ublic health ; that he nll cause &090 copies of such pamnuen to
be printed; that ho ehall send one oogy to each heslth officer m this Btate, and that he
shall placa one thonsand eopies in the hands of the Secretary of the Btale Board of Healih
tor tha use of aaid board,

Altkough the resolution is sufficiently comprebensive in requiriog the publication of “all
laws relating o ibo public bealth,” there was yet room for some doubt whetber anything
forther was | ded than the publication of Jawa or portions of laws coming within the
adminiztration of health boards. Bome acts, however, not coming under this administra-
tion, were yoi so exclusively in the fnterest of the public safety and health that they conld
not be excluded, Another class of acts, as, the juspection laws, bave reference both to
the puoblic health and the convenlence of commerce, and lhence claimed recognition.
Another class of acts, namely, those prescribing pepalties for the commission of crimes
azainst life and health, hear more or less directly upon the subject. Thers were, again, the
beneficent laws, relating to hospitals, asylume, and public charities. Hence the compiler
found bimeelf at the ontset f d with the ity of exercising a wide discretion,
This discretion has been eXercised in o libernl spirit toward the object of the work, and
where provisions were found whose remoteness seemed to deny them space, they are recog-
nized by references at the end of the work,

Aside from informing health officars more specifically as to their powers and duties, it is
thought that the compilation may show wherein the health laws are deficient, and thereby
soggest future legislation, and also that by bringing together the various provislons of law
it msy, by sbowing the care which legislation has taken to guard life and health, stimulate
liealth boards to more systematic action, snd ald them in securing the coBperatlon of other
officers and persons on whom Incidental duties are lmposed, either direcily or by implica-
tion.

The sections of this compilation are numbered consecutively by figores in parentheses at
the beginning of each section. The seclion numbers following are those of the act or
statute. The section numbets of the Compiled Laws, so far as the matter is found in the
compliation of 1871, are Indicaied in parentheses at the end of each section,
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LAWS

BELATING YO

THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

I. 8STATE Boarp o0F HEArreE—OBRTAIN DUTIES
of LooAL BoAarpe, ETO.—BUPERINTENDENT OF
VIrsar STATISTICOS.

Act No, 81, Latws of 1378, p, 1043 Approved April 12, 187S,
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

(1) Sectiox 1, The People of tha State of Michigen enact, That guw pesst or
& board is bereby established which shall be known under the name Jeith estas-
and style of the * Btate Board of Heslth.” It shall conaist of seven
members, as follows: Six members who shall be appointed by the members of,
governor with the consent of the senate, snd a eecretary, as pro- Sibey =
vided in section four of this act. The six members first appointed Twm of office.
shall be so designated by the governor that the term of office of two
shall expire every two years, on the last day of January. There-
after, the governor, with the consent of the senate, shall biennially
appoint two members to hold their offices for six years, ending
January thirty-firet. Any vacancy in said board may be filled until Yaeney, bow
the next regular session of the legislature by the governor, et

(2.) SEc. 2. The state board of health shall have the general Dasmor.
supervigion of the interests of the health and life of the citizens of
thie state. They shall especially etudy the vital statistica of this
state, and endeavor to make intelligent and profitable use of the
collected records of deaths and of sickness among the people ; they
shall make sanitary investigations and inquiries respecting the
canges of disease, and espeoislly of epidemios; the causes of mor-
tality, and the effects of localities, employments, conditions, inges-
tia, habits and cironmstances on the health of the peopls. They
shall, when required, or when they deem it best, advise officers of

1Title of act: * An act to establish & Biate Board of Health, to Ide for the appoint.
ment.gf;hp'rhtnﬂntul Vital Statistics, and to asslgn certaln duties to local boards of
th



LAWS RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH.
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the government, or other state boards, in regurd to the location,
drainage, water supply, disposal of excreta, heating, and ventilation
of any public institation or bunilding. They shall from time to
time recommend standard works oun the subject of hygiene for the
use of the schools of the state.

(3.) Sec. 3. The board shall meet quarterly at Lansing, and at
snch other places and times as they may deem expedient. A ma-
jority shall be a quornm for the {ransaction of business. They
shall choose one of their number to be their president, and may
adopt rules and by-laws suliject to the provisiona of this act. They
shall have authority to send their secretary, or a committee of the
board to any part of the state, when deemed necassary to investi-
gate the eause of any special or nnusnal disease or mortality.

(4.) SEc. 4. At their first mesting, or as soon as a competent and
suitable person can be seonred, the board shall elect a secretary,
who ehall, by virtue of such election, become & member of the
board and ite executive officer. ‘The board may eclect one of their
own number secrefary, in which case the governor shall appeint
another member to complete the foll number of the board.

(5.) BEc, 5. The gecretary shall hold his office 8o long as he shall

sremetory and e foithfully discharge the duties thereof, but may be removed for

Appropriation,

just canse at a regnlar meeting of the board, a majority of the
members voting therefor. He shall keep his office at Lansing, and
shall perform the duties prescribed by this acf, or required by the
board. He shall keep s record of the transactions of the bLoard ;
ghall have the custody of all books, papers, documents and other
property belonging to the ‘board, which may be deposited in his
office; shall, so far as practicable, communicate with other state
boards of health, and with the local boards of health within this
state ; shall keep and filz all reports received from such boarde, and
all eorreepondence of the office appertsining to the business of the
board, He shall go far aa possible aid in obtaining contributiens
to the library and musenm of the board. He shall prepare blank
forms of returns and such instructions as may be necepsary, and
forward them to the clerks of the several hoarde of health through-
ont the state. He ghall collect information concerning vital statis-
tics, knowledge respecting diseases, and all useful information on
the subject of hygiene, and through an annual report, and other-
wise, as the board may direct, shal! disseminate soch information
among the people.

(6) Bec. 6. The secretary shall receive an annoal ealary which

. shall be fixed by the state board of health. The board shall quar-

terly certify the amounnt due him, and on presentation of said cer-
tificats the anditor general shall draw his warrant on the state
treagurer for the amount. The members of the board shall receive
no per diem compensation for their services, but their traveling
and other necessary expenses while employed on the business of the
hoard shall be allowed and paid.

(7.) Bec. 7. The enm of four thougand dollars per annum, or so
much thereof a8 may be deemed necessary by the state board of
health, iz hereby appropriated to pay the salury of the secretary,



SOCIAL AND VITAL STATISTICS. 9

meet the contingent expenses of the office of the secretary, and the
expenses of the board, which shall not exceed the sum hereby ap-
propriated. 8aid expenses shall be certified and paid in the same
manner ag the suln_ry of the secretary.

CERTAIN DUTIRS OF LOTAL BOARDSE, BETC.

(8.) SEc. 8 Tt shull be the duty of the health physician, and also Heslth
of the clyrk ol the leeal board of heulth in each township, eity, mm“ Tousl
and villuge iv this stale, at leust once in each year, to report to the Joarls o report
state board of health their proceedings, and snch other facts rr:qmrel.’l
on blanks, and in sccordance with instroctions received from said
stafe board. They sholl also make speeial reports whenever required
to do so by the state board of health.
(%) Sec. 0. In order to afford to this board better advantages for Duty of state
obfaining knowledge importaut to be ineorporated with that col- feteerints
“lected through special investigations and from other soarces, if Wik tafoe
ghail be the duty of all officers of the state, the physicians of all
mining or other ineorporated companies, and the pregident or agent
of any company chartered, organized, or transacting buainess nnder
tha laws of this siate, so far as is practicable, to farnish to the state
board of health any information beuring upon public health which
may be reqoested by said board for the parpose of enabling it bet-
ter to perform its duties of collecting and distribating useful knowl-
edze on this subject.

SUPERINTENDENT OF VITAL STATISTICE.

(10} Bre. 10. The zecretary of the state board of heslth shall Bmﬂ'ﬁ:;l
be the snperintendent of vital statistics. Under the general diree- ol eratation
tion of the secratary of state, be shall colleet thege statistics, and
prepare and publish the repurl. required by law relsting to births,
ot , and deaths.

(11.) Sec. 11. The secretary of state shall provide a suitable mecm for wee ot
room for the meetings of the board at Lansing, and office room for M
its secretary.

II SocialL AND VITAL STATISTICS.

ACT TO PROVIDE FOR TAKING THE CENSUS AND ETATISTICS OF THE BTATE
Laws of 1823, p, 60. Approved Febroary 9, 1683,

(12.) Beevion 1. The People of the State of Michwgan enacl, Daty of super-
That it shell be the duty of the supervizor of each township and ""‘“:““:,':;';‘n
ward, and assessor of each assesement distriot, nt the time of taking S an pas
a list of the taxable property, or between the first Monday of

2
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Dty of gapar.
visors sed 28~

aassors to oallest

statirtion.
Biaiintiey 1o be
calleciad.

April and third Monday of May, in the year one thousand eight
bondred and fifty-fonr, and every ten years thereafter, to go to
every dwelling-houge in their respective townehip, ward or assess-
ment district, and by personally inquiring of the head of every
family, or some competent person, to ascertait and take an enu-
meration of all the inhabitunts therein (except uuecivilized Indians
belonging to some tribe), in the following order, to wit: The names
of all males of the age of twenty-one years and under forty-five
{designating the married from the unmarried) ; the names of those
of forty-five and under seventy-five; the names of those of seventy-
five and under ninety; the names of those of ninety and under
one hondred ; and the names of those over one hundred ; the num-
ber of females of the age of eighteen years and under forty (desig-
nating the married from the unmarried); the nomber of the age
of forty and under seventy-five; the number of the age of seventy-
five and aver; the number of children ander the age of five years;
the nomber of the age of five and under ten (desigmating the
males from the females); the number of males of the age of ton
and under twenty-one, and the number of females of the age of
ten and under eightesn ; the number of colored persons ; the num-
ber of blind; the nomber of deaf and dumb; and the number of
ingane persons and idiots; the number of marriages snd the num-
ber of deaths the preceding year, as near as can be ascertained;
and the occupation or profession of all males over twenty-one
years of age—(§792.)

(13.) 8ec. 2. And it shall alao be the duty of the supervisors and
asgensors of each city and township, at the time mentioned in the
preceding section for taking the census of his township or ward,
to asceriain and set down in & table prepared for that purpose the
whole number of acres of taxable land; the whole number of
acres of land owned by individusls and companics; the number of
acres improved ; the whole number of neres of land exempt from
taxzation, and for what canse, and itg value; the number of acros
sowed with wheat then on the groond; the number of serce and
the namber of bushels of corn harvested the preceding year; the
nomber of agres horvested and the nomber of boshels of wheat
raiged the preceding year; the number of bushelg of all other kinds
of grain; the nomber of bushels of potatoes and the mumber of
tons of hay the preceding year; the number of acres planted with
the following varieties of trees: peach, pear, apple, plum, cherry;
the number of acres planted with grape vines, with raspberry canes,
strawberry plants, currant and gooseberry bushes; and the nnmber
of acres planted with melons and with garden vegetables, and the
quantity of each of the following articles produced during each of
the two preceding years: apples, peaches, pears, plams, cherriea,
grapes, strawberries, currants, gooseberries, melons and garden
vegetables, and the valne thereof as nearly as it can be ascertained ;
the number of gheep, and the number of pounds of wool sheared
the preceding year; and the number of sheep and the number of
swine over six months old; and the number of ponnds of pork
marketed; the namber of neat cattle (other than oxen and cows)



