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This reprint of a scarce work of our towns-
man, Thomas Churchyard, is issued with the hope that
it may lead to a complete edition of his numerous works
being undertaken, either by a "society or by pnvate
enterprise.

At present Churchyard’s works cannot be
obtained, and when on rare occasions any of kis books
have been oficred for sale, very high prices have been
realised. At Heber's sale {pt. iv. 363) the work, of
which this is a reprint, realised £r3 138

It only remains to be added that the work

is printed s nearly in fac-cimife as the resources of a

country printing office and modern types will allow. In

only cne place has the printing been aitered, viz, :—in

the Dedication, which in the original octupies two pages
only.

H. W. Ap~iTT.

Shkreusbury,
1876,
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P Dol el DG U Do
TO THE QVEENES MOST

excellent Maieftie, Thomas Church-
yard, wifbeth all heauenly bleffednefe,
worldly felicitie, and vnremo-
uable pood Fortune.

N Auyng a duetifull defire, maste
[ redonbted  soueraigne, to be
55 daily exercised in some seruis-
W able denice and allion [that

R VU B counrrey ) Ineither spare paines
nor season, to purchace through practise of

pen, and fudie of heade, uty defired hope.

But waiyng the greatneffe of yowur Maiestie
and Princely iudgement, J am ro seeke, not
onely what woordes doseth best become me, but
likewise what woorkes I fhould present, es-
pecially to ber bighneffe, that hath suche giftes
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Jfrom the heauens, as all our earthly imagin-
ations, & base matter bere belowe, maie of
right giue place vnto.

And to offer any presens where suche par-
Jeltions doe abounde, and the fountaine of
many graces doseth freely fowe, the pre-
sumption were greate, and the 6alden§6fe scarce
pardonabel. Yet moffe gracious Ladie, albeit
I dare not bryng water to the weil heade of
bnowledge, and comfartable spryng (from
whence all kinde of people doe drawe succour
and relecf) yet my hope is, that my bumble
and vpright meanyng (of this my woorke)
Jball finde fanour in your highnefle fight.

Fr whiche worke I compare, Flaunders,
Fraunce, Portugall, Irclande, and
Scotlande, to bee the fhell of a precious
Nutte, the sweere Kirnell whereof is the
bleffed state of ENGLANDE. And though
with worldly wickedneffe, and troubles of our
tyme, the goodly shell is somewhat wormeatn
and cracked, the Kirnell fbewes it self so
sounde, that Gods greate gocdncffe & glorie
is partly or altogether thercin expreffed,

And



And now by my verses and deseription is
onely touched {by all curtuous and reuerent
meanes) but the troubles and misfortunes of
euery countrie aparte, goyng no further in
any frase of speeche, then Chriftian zeale,
lowe, and ductic maie commaunde a good
minde ro sette out, ar kunoweth our linyng

Lorde, who sende your Maieftie many

good and gracious newe yeres, with
a blefled and prosperous

olde raigne ouer vs.

FINIS.



