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PREFACE.

A ceRTAIN Ivish Baronet, Sir Jonsh Barrington by name,
who in his palmy deys, and during the wild sge in which he
lived, must have been & conspicucus personage, took it into his
head not many years ago to give to the world the story of his
lifa, which he, or some one clse for him, deshed off in & most
amusing manner. Either hin own credulity was lerge, or he
counted largely upon the existence of that element in others;
and being guite unserapulovs in rogard to the truth of his state-
ments, 80 that his stories tald well, his book exhibits a succession
of bounces of the first order. One of thess reccunts &n acci-
dent, which, upon soy other occasion, might be thought of rather
& gerious nature. Two light-hearted Irish boys, he tells vg, were
going out one fine morning to mow, carrying their scythes over
their shoulders with the handles hanging down. In passing a
clear stream, one of them, named Mike, espied a fine tromt
resting itself in a atill plzve noder a jutting hank close to kim,
and in & merry humor ealled out to his companion that he in-
tended to pive the fish & podge with his seythe hondle. Im
ocarrying out this freak, the scythe, which had been entirely
forgoiten, came down across Mike's neck, pevering from the
body his precions head, which, according to the well-vouched
for story, went rolling down the hrook,

This epecimen from Bir Jonah's rich etock will perhaps be
enflicient to show that the air of his country is faverable to the
production of bounces of the first order; other proofs of which,
in sbundanee, may be found in the pages of the Irish lady’s
story of her life. This lady, by-the-by, puts in her claim to
honorary distinetion a8 s descendant of a sprig of nobility.
The proud aristocracy of Britain will not have much reason to
feel flattered by their connection with such & pair of menda-
cions aesociates.
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CHAPTER I

Broad Style of the Authovess,—Her Pook talealated to injure Friends with
those Unscquainted with them.—Profaesions of Truth amd Frecdom from
Exaggeration, nullified by tha Story of Friend ¥Flannel and other Fiotivne.
—Diagusting Picture of the Rudenass of thiz American Minister.—Ilis worsa
then Savage Performances and Despicable Texts.—Decline of Religions
Paneticism and Acerbity in all Chrigtian M_mﬁnsrmaiva Impraovements
in Frieods” Schools in the United States. —Commendstion of their bigh Moral
Code,—Ieniel of their {laims tg be sonaldered a Religious Body —-Jnvidioug
Opinioog of other Religions Parsuasions,—Cathalics, snd Qoeer Story of the
Immigration of Bouls from Porgsbory.

“QuanrrIeH,” professing to bave been written by a lady who,
during forty years, was a member of the Socict}’ of Friends in
Ireland, presents a broad caricature of this reliyions persuasion,
the sketches being drawn less in' the lively and greceful manner
of the French, than in the gross style which has generally
sharacterized the English achool of humorous art. Every page
shows malice ; abd the calumnies and misr¢presentations are so
numerous and flagrant, a8 to render the work unworthy the
notice of the Bociety it is designed to injure, were it not for
the prejudice it is well calculated to excite in the minds of
those who have not had opportunities of making themselves
eequainted with Friends, in their religious or civil relations.
Not satisfied with such o display of misrepresentation aa flip-
pant writers Eren%uentl indulge in, the authoress has resorted
to perversions of truth of the worst kind, nsmely, such ns are
put forth with the most serious asseverstions of their verity:
‘Every secne I have witnessed,” she asserts, in her Pre-
face, *is drawn from natore; every ciccumstance I have related
is substantially true. I have carefully abetained from exag-
geration, and repeatedly thrown the veil of obscurity over the
record of scenes which too strongly developed the subject I
was trea.l.in%;

No one who has the least knowledge of the proprieties of life
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go generslly cbaerved in the pocisl relations of Friends, can
read the disgusting portraiture of Friend Flannel, without
blushing for the authorese of the hideons description given of
this worse than savepe American, whe, in travelling throngh
England and Ireland, is cherged with rudely closing the blinds
of the carriage, because, as he is made to say, sagrily, “he did
not come from America to sse the country. He did not look
at the country, nor would he look et it; it was not worth look-
ing at, for the trees were no bipger than American bushes;
and he did not like to s¢e B0 many houses and no woods.”
And with such expressions of his distastes and designs, he
shuts himeelf up in total derkmess, and not only himeelf, but
his two travelling companions, who were anxious to sea as much
rural seenery as they possibly could, And then the ver
extravagant story of hia drawiong off, befora the parlor fire, an
much company present, his mocasain boots, and eoarse worn-
ont stockings, gartered vp with the berk of a tree and twine,
baring two of ““the biggest and dirtiest feet ever hoheld,” and
bolding first one to the fire nud then the other, grombling that
the fire was not good because it wae made of eoal, instead of
wood, 35 it onght to have heen. Ta say nothing of his sermon
upon the text of ¢ There was an old horae and he had a sore
leg,”"—his habit of eating rosst beef with his fingers—the tray-
load of bread, cheess, and porter ordered by bim, so that he
might have something to caton waking up 1n the oight—and
the story of the night disturbance, in which he is made to lose
his way in the derk, snd get inte the reom of the female ser-
vonts, show not only & want of delisacy, but the most reckless
disregard of truth and commoen desency, And yet the suthoress
meserts, that this disgusting creature of her fertile imagination
was ‘‘pent from Americs, with an epistle setting forth the
approval of their Yearly Meetings, and their sanction to preach
85 80 inspired minister of the Christian religion, and, subse-
%}lently, indorsed by the full spprobotion of English Yearly

eetings, conduoted over to Dublin, and thenes to the South,
&8 pomething far more holy then eommon 117

Our knowledge of Friends hes been gained from most inti-
mate intercourse with the Boclety as it exists in Americs, and
more especially within the Diocesan limita constituting the
Yearly Meetings of Philadelphia and Baltimere. We are cer-
tainly forced to acknowledge that we have met with many
specimens of rather uncouth and unsophisticated characters,
who seemed to be, for the most part, unacquaicted with the
conventional usages of highly refined seciety. But most of
these belonged to a by-gone age, their manners having been
formed in aceordance with the fanatical, sustere, intolerant,
and exclusive epirit, which seemed to sway at one time every
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other religions persuasion. The SBociety of Friends in the
United States have lost mmch of the original acerbity with
which they, in commeon with other sects, were tinetured, and
learned to view the world through a less sombre medium, and
thus make themselvea more accurately acquainied with its
affairs, and their own proper position in it. They have improved
their schools, and introduced inte many of them instraction in
the classics. Always woll informed upon genersl and special
subjects, they are far from requiring, in America at leaat, the
aid of the rough-handed femazle %iaciplinarian, who hed so
kindly proffered her sassistance, to scatter the ashes of the
smouldering fire, and ¢ re-kindle the spark of life-giving heat.”
Aftor so much gaid to deprive ¥riends of oll elsame to intelli-
enee and deeency, we are somewhat surprised that the anthoress
shounld have sufhcient eendor or conscience left to sompel her
to declare, that “ Reapectable, active, vnielligent, benevolent,
useful, wealthy, and influential, they undoubtedly arve”” To
destroy any favorable impression which might bo created by
such high terms of ecommendation, ghe, however, immediately
goes on to say—'*hut & man may be all this, and yet be
devold of that religion without which he can never hope for
eternal life. To consider the Sociaty of Frienda as a religious
body, iz & monstrous stretch of the imagination.”
- Bocha “monstrous™ exhibition of hizotry andintolerance may
well justify the application of the text, ** Judge mot Jest ye bo
judged.” st might be her definition of *a religious body,”
we of course know not, but feel warranied in supposing that it
would embrace many whose elaima to ssnetity rest more upon
guiward religions chservances end worldly professions, than of
those who quietly sod uncbtrusively practice the essentials of
vital Chrighnity, In veoturing upon the very delicate matter
of judging of the extent of religion in others, we bave come to
the conclusion, which we regard a eafe one, not to consider
those who deal ¢ut dogmas, make the highest professions, and
show maost devotion in church, as the mest religious, but such
as take most of the spirit of the Gospel home with them, aad
display it in their daily intercourse with their fellow men.
lthough her malico exhibits itzelf with greatest severity
towards Friends, sha does not hesitate to level her shafts
against other denominations, whenever they come in her way.
Being so gituated during one portion of her stay in England
that she could not attend the meetings of her own Bociety, she
thought it incumbent upon her to go to some other places of
worahip.

 First,"” aho sayn, I visited the Independent Meeﬁnﬁ;lhme, pod did mot
like it. The prescher there enforeed on his suditers the duty of slgaing petl-
tions to Parliament for Reform, with mors energy than suited my ides of &
Christian minister, Then I went to the Methodist presching-house, and my
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Quaker fealings were efiocked with eeelng a Gddler stand up to raise the tunes.
Bagides this, they had the water for baptism brought into the Church in g
common, small, bluo éarthenware bowl; and I theoght that did oot look nice
for & place of worship; but the proaching wes very good, and T went there
regularly, until thay changed the Pmeher. His swecessor was & polltician ;
po [ left.  Then I wemt to the meating of the Plymonth Brethren ; but 1 could
feel no umity with them, in whai seemed t¢ me sn insult to the Almighty.
They would not ask a person of rank to mest them in soch & den, na they had
thought good enough to conescrate ta tha eervice of the King of kings. It was
& loft. over m atabla, You had to pass throogh a ooal-verd Lo the helf-ladder,
Iealf-stuirs, by which it waa gaiced, A dark, dirty, small, mesn reem, with
so unoelled roof; snd, in the evening service, two shabby chamber candle-
atinks were placed on the top of two men's hate, on & little, rickety deal table,
The brethren were b wealthy Lody, snd built up good housea for themselves,™

She tella a gueer story abwnt her visit, when a child, in
charge of her Irish nurse, to the Chapel attached to the Pre-
sontation Convent, where she wae delighted with the beanti-
fully ornamentad altar, with its exquisitely dressed wax doll to
represent the Virgin Mery, with the prettieat lace cap on its
little hend ; the guilt was white satin, embroidered with gold,
to represent & lamb with » cross, as if held in its fore feet;
and the flowers, which wers strewn 80 profuscly sround, she
never hefore had seen such elegant artificial flowers, all highly
perfumed,

[t wae s very pretty show altogether; thera ware about a dozen priests,
end they went in end out, always returniog in a diferent drees; and two
pretty Licle boye dressed in white, tosstd tho silvir censers of incense about ;
and the pone peeped cut now snd then from behind their seraen, 1 thought
it the prestiest piece of raves ahow I had ever reen, and well worth the repri-
mand I expected to receive on rctuming homa. However, it wea poor Jenny
got &l the blama; sod I was w0 emboldened by my esoape, thet I resclved to
watch for an opportanity to go ave the Protestant Cathedral also. It was s
long time before I attained my wish; and when I did, it wae & great disap-

intment to me; for T had fancied there woeld be pretuy things to see; and
imstead of that, it wns only pragyers thet I sonld understand, and s setmon &8
long am one of thoae of cor own Women Friends ; besides, reading the Bible—
which any one oould do."”

But the richeat part of her Philippic sgaiust the Catholics,
is the description of the immigration of acnls from purgatory.
The scene, domonstrative of the effieacy of prayers for the dead,
was desgribed to her bj‘ her mother, who had witnessed it in
her youth, at Cork, on ANl Soul's Day, in the Roman Cathelic
Cathedral.

. *8he told me that on polng in, the Chapel was dazslingly light. War candles
three feet high, biazed upon the altar; and every one of Iie numerpos priegts
In ottendance carried in his hand a lighted taper. Ona of them gave sm
oration, or sermon, on the inestimable valne of masses for the sonls in purga-
tory; and nesored his hearers, that thot very evening, they should behold
the souls of their own dead sngestors; who, having spent years ln torment,
ware now, thanks to the mames offered up in that Chepel, emancipated from
their misery, and going to enter into the regions of gplory, When he ceased
speaking, the prayers for the desd weee ohnnted. The lights gradually went
out, until the whole chapel and its vast congregation were in total darkness;
then, s wickly glare was viaible eround the wltar; sond in thot dim light, was
distinetly scen & nomber of small, bright-red, queer looking objects, passing
aver it. One of the priests, as if in an ecstasy, then gave thanke for the
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answer to his prayers ; and ealled on the peopla to be no Tonger fuithless, bt
believe, aa they now saw with their own eyes, that souls were indeed roleased
from purgatory by the prayers of the Churoh.

# This curions exhibition interested me greatly ; and we were all gaessing
snd puzzling ourselves 1o understand it, bot in vain, However, before leaving
Cork, my mother went to pay & visit to her obd nurse, and tock me with her.
The old woman was delighted to wee her Toster child ; and called her s of old,
‘my own dear Miss Mary,” They chatted together for & long time, giviog
wach other intelligonoe of their difforent families. At last my mother asked
for James, her own foster brother, Nurmo #aid, he wes well, and had now got
a fine sitnation. [T was clerk to the priest. Whilet king of him, James
eame in. A nice looking man, with an eye beaming with fun and goed bumor.
Ha was mogt cordial in his weleome ; and my mather, with her ususl tact, set
bim at his enge. Jn & few mements he joinad in the sooversation, but I forget
nll they said, exoept onp part, that no one gonld ever forget that heard it. My
mother told them of her visit to the chapel, and of the queer things she had
#een crawling over the altar; and she meked Jamea what they were? +The
soulg, to be sare, ma'nm,” said Jomes., Buot my mother lavghed, and esaid,
surely be knew she was only & herttic ; snd be might gratify her, by telling
what they really were. ¢ Indecd, thee,” enid Jumee,  whon you were a child,
like mysolf, I never tould refuso you any thing; and I am eure T wond begin
to deny you pow ; and besides, as yon ua.y;!flm are & beratic; and I wish I
had half sz good & chance of beaven, for that, as you bave; bot atany
rate, there ie no chenge of tha priest ever knowing that I teld yom; so yom
may as well hear it. It was I, myself, thet got them for him; I gotell the
eraba I could lay my hends on, for love or momey: and Father Kally and T
put the litthe red cloth jacketg on them ; and we liad athread fretenad to evary
one of them ; if they did not chose to walk right, to make them. And, yon
know, it was 8o dark, you gould not sree mueh ahout it ; And now, ma’am dear,
was it not s oapital olever delnsion for the poor ignorant creatures that believa
avery thing 1'%

Of Catholica she unblushingly says—* Roman Catholics
cpenly profess to keep no faith with heretics, and with them
all are heretics whe are not Roman Catholice.” Bhe chargea
Quakers with being equally unserupnlous in their deslings
with thoso out of the pale of their Bociety.

CHAPTER IL

Women Friends, ths most sensible and relipiens —Strildng dispreportion be-
tween tha prenchera of tha two sexen.—bimtaken views put forth of Friends
upaged.—Useless throats.—Motives asmigned for writing her book evidently
not true—Charges againet Friends radeunding to their credit—Sacred nsmes
used most irreverantly in some Counlries—Heluctance of Friends to men-
tion them, even in their sermons—(omparison of Friende with Catholica—
Accusation againat Friends of intolerance—NUnrelenting perascution—@lori-
oue exampla of toleration of Willism Penn—Fortesring spirit—False and
most wicked charges.

Maxy of the statements in this libellous volume, would lead
one not well acquainted with the usages of Friends, to suspect
that the authoress, so far from having been forty yearsa Friend,
was but & wolf in sheep's clothing. One who, having picked up
from some acquaintances, much idle twaddle, had thrown it into



