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INTRODUCTION

Tais volame of longer poems is the natural successor to
the two anthologies of songs and lyrics and the ballad book
in the same library, It does not apply too rigidly its measure
of length, being intended to take np the line of English
verse at the point where the others paused, to maintain
the record and male it of a piece with the rest. There are
poems that are still lyrical, Iike Drayton's " Agincourt,”
and others, like Chavcer’s ' Knightes Tale,” which show the
sustained narrative power of English verse. Again there
are poems, like Parnell’s * Hermit," which knit up afresh
the old ballad tradition of " Chevy Chase* and *' Clerk
Saunders." There are noble elegies, too, and tributes of
peet to poet—"' Adonais " and Ben Jonson's lines to the
Beloved Memory of Shakespeare, while the English love of
place and of Natyre is heard again and again in its pages.
In all this variety, the main purpose 15 to show the great
succession of the English poets who wrote, as Coleridge
says, with
A light in sound, a soundlike power in Hght,
Ehyvihm in all thought, and jovance everywhere,

Tt keeps on the whole close to the recognised track. It
does not forget the great prose writers, like Swift and Dr,
Johnson, who influenced verse. But chiefly it upholds the
princely line, in which Chaucer, Spenser, Marvell, Milton,
Ben Jonson, Crashaw, Henry Vaughan, Pope, Goldsmith,
Burns, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley and Keats
are the masters and the great maintainers. In the shadow
of their greater fame stand other poets worthy of remem-
brance, on whom a5 it were the true tradition took hold—
men who were not great poets but who yet contributed to
the rich store.  Such were Joseph Warton, whose * Grave
of King Arthur " is rescued from comparative forgetfulness,
and Shenstone, whose *° Schoolmistress " is the reminder
of an ald and pleasant mode of rural art. In other cases
thers 15 a question of poems that influenced the world and
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in a sense became part not only of the dialect of their own
time, but of the permanent language of verse; and these
too have not been forgotten. In a few instances ifems
have becn omitted becaunse they are already printed in tho
poetry-books of the series: e.g., " Chevy Chase," * Robin
Hood," and " Johr Gilpin’ For space is precious and
every poem has jealously to be considered, in the claim of
the many that must be omitted.

On the modern side, the bock stops short with the close
of last century, where the personal glamour, as we may call
it, and the deceptive contemporary estimate, eniers the
list. "Who of us can tell what the lasting valuoe is going to
prove of sonte of those younger poets, under whose spell
we mav have willingly encugh fallen 7—in whose poetry,

As in a mansion like their peopes home

Ewven forma and substances are chronmiusad o .
Apnd throogh the turnings infricatc of verse
Fresent themsclves as objecis recognised,

I fiashes, and with glory oot thedt own,

We have oaly included then [rom the later picces some of

those which hawve alroady lasted a peneration, and worm well,

and stood the test of a change of generations and lashions.
E 1.

The following is a list of collections and antheologies that
are related to the present volume:—

Dodsley, Collection of Pocms, 1770; Chalmers, English Poets, tdro;
Liales, Longer Loglish Porms, :839%; Ritson, Metrical BEomances, 18323
Southey, Rritizh Poets; Kilis, Koy Epglivh Poels, 1803; Ellis, Early
English Metrical Eomaness, rfug; Saduizlairy, G, Caroline Pocts, 7
vols., Tgodi; Chambers, Encyclopedia of Foplish Titemalyre, Baq-
roos5: Warnd, Enghish Poets, 5 wols, Chaocer to Rupert Brooks;
i#io—rg18; Campbell, Brifish Pocts, 1635; Seoft, Minstrelsy of the
Seottlsh Border; Quiller-Couch, Oxford Book of English Verse, 1900
Quilller-Conele, Oxford Book of Vielorian Yerse, (gi2; Newbalts English
Anthokwgy of Proge amd Verse; Chambers, Englizh Pastorals, 1393
Manly, English Poetry (1170—18g2); Herford, Tales in Verse, 18g6

Evervinan®s Library editions of Browning [z vols.), Tennysco {2
vols), Bumns, Keats, Wordsworth (2 vols.), Chavcer, Matthew Amold,
Percy®s Haligues of Ancient English Poetry (2 wols), Longlellow,
Milton, Gray, Goldesmith, Emerson and Byron: Book of Hritish
Balbads; Volume of Heroic Verse; Eardy Bomances of William Morris.
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