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PREFACE

I Have endeavoured in these random reminiscences
to avoid an error into which the autobiographer is
prone to fall—that of taking himself, his actions,
and his thoughts too seriously. 1 am not aware
that I have included in this volume anything which
appears to me of importance; I trust that I have
not, either, committed the impertinence of expressing
any views.

One of my grandfathers used to tell a story of an
vold Quaker who lived in the North of England
about a hundred years ago., One morning, as he
sat in his study, his son burst into the room clad in
a scarlet coat with his hunting-cap cocked on one
side. The young man half seated himself on the
corner of the writing-table, set his arms akimbo,
swung his leg defiantly, and exclaimed, ° Father,
I'm an atheist, and [ don't care who knows it!'
The old man looked up from his work, pushed his
spectacles on to his forehead, and then replied in
measured tones, ' Well, John, if tha beest, tha
needst not mak’ sic a Tom-fool o' thasel'!'
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vi PREFACE

Everything in this book is, to the best of my
belief, absolutely true, though here and there I have
altered a name. If one or two stories should seem
familiar, I would remind the reader that lack of
novelty is an essential element in a reminiscence.
Owing to an unfortunatc weakness which I have
for hearing myself speak, I have repeatedly told my
stories to my friends, but [ am so sanguine as to
hope that some may buy my book whom I have
not yet the honour of numbering in that long-suffer-
ing sodality, and that they may find here and there
something to entertain them.

For personal and other reasons I have omitted
nine-tenths of what I remember,

CHARLES H. E. BROOKFIELD,

DIoREING, 1goz.



CONTENTS

CIIAPTER 1

FAGE
School report, 187o—1I'riends of my parents—Tennyson,

Carlyle, Thackeray, Dickens—A few of my father's
stories—Westminster Schogl-—Thanksgiving Service at
5t. Paul's, 1872—Archbishops Tait and Thomson 1:20

CHAPTER II

I leave school—Paris and the Palais Royal—The Kxesiner
1 make the acquaintance of 3 promising young man
—The Savile Club—Tesant—TRudyard Kipling—A
village editor—Raobert Louis Btevenson—The Rabelais
Club—&ir Frederick Pollock and Lord Houghton—
George Venables and Franeis Garden . - 21-35

CHAPTER III

Cambridge—The long-haired Achpans—The free-thinking
student and the Senior Dean—The ° Bucks —* Bank’
—An averted misalliance—A Cambridge riot—Instruc-
tion in the use of the truncheon by the late Master of
Trinity—My University distinction—My uncle Joseph
—Weston's walk through Cambridge—Dick Mason's—
Cricket at Fenner's—My f anoual avemge 10’ - 3664



viii CONTENTS

CHAPTER IV
FAGI

Haolidays—In the Ardennes—A wild-boar battue—FHints on
foreign wenery—The fox, and how to slay him—The
boar, and how to elude him—Norway—Camping on
the Daver(jeld—Freya—His lordship’s valet—My very
obedient servant—The power of imagingtion—Charley
Buller—An incideat at Lord's—MNWarch strawberrics—
Lionel Tennyson and the smuggler - - fi5-go

CHAVTER ¥

‘Adopting the stage as a profession —Expert advice—The
calling then and now— ¢ Touring ' — Discomiorts —
Typhoid fever—5ir Wilham Jonner—A  pantomime
engagement—A ‘stage-pame '—The Haymarket Theatre
—The Bancrofts at rehearsal —Frank Marshall—As a
maker of salad - - - - - gI-109

CHATPTEER VI

Odell—His discretion—His medical science—His suscepti-
Lility—His wisit to America—His reticence—Hiz ap-
preciation of detail—My caperience as a teacher of
elocution—As astage-manager to amatenrs—JAn aspirant
who was to take London by storm - - 11o-iZ4

CHAPTER VII

The *leading juvenile "—His social popalarity—His wiles—
His trysts—His imagination—The Thames Valley—A
colony of dipsomaniacs—A young man who lived by
his wits - - - - - 125-138



CONTENTS ix

CHAPTER VIII

Percy Vernon—Stone's—The sporting tailors—The Caifé
de I"'Evrope—The testotum, and how to spin it—Half
crown - hunters and their methods—The Haymarket
flower-girls—Polly - - - - 139-150

CHAPTER Lx

' Summer season ' at the Haymarket—The meanness of the
‘dead-head’—* House full”— Bold adrertisement —
Stage-door begpars—A pions crnssmg—swmpu—ﬂ diz-
tressed foreigner - - - - I57-Ij0

CHAPTER X

Bohemian amenities—Mrs, Alfred Wigan and Mis. Keoley—
* [iottle on it’—DMy carliost recollection of Beerbohm
Tree—~An unchronicled conflagration at Ller Majosty's
Opera-House—One or two Bancrofi stories—A con-
scientious ‘extralady ' — Harry Kemble and  Arthur
Cecil and the New Year—Cecil as an equestrian - 171-188

CHAFTEE X1

Maurice Barrymore—A conjugal reproof—Justice in the Far
West—A bigamy tdal in Pennsylvania—' The Burglar
and the Judge'—Stage burglars and repl ones—
Criminal ®lines of business’—-Card-sharping—An old
American fsport "—The road to wealth—Millionaires at
play—Mr. Lowenfeld . . . - 185213



