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PREFACE

WAS advifed by many kind
I Friends to delay the Publication
of thefe Difcourfes a few Months
longer; but the Opinion of fome
of my Subfcribers correfponding
with my own Ideas of Delicacy in
in a Matter of this Kind — T hope
that I have not done wrong in pub-
lithing them now.
I confidered itas a Duty—to bé
fo far particidar in the :“L{:kxlow]cdg-
ment of Obligations upon zhis Occa-

Jion, os to print the Names of my
Subfcribers,
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Subfcribers, whofe Candour gffer
Publication, will, T doubt not, prove
egual to their Civility and Genero-
fity before.

The firft, eighth, and ninth Ser-
mons, are partly taken from two
eminent French Divines. They have,
however, been preached before very
diftinguifhed Congregations, and it
was particularly recommended  to
me to give them a Place in this
printed Collection,

I may fay of the Scrmon upon
the Divinity of Chriff (what a late
Writer fays of his own religious
Treatife) that it is *“an Abftract only
« — defigned to raife a proper Sit-
‘ tention, and to create a Defire, in

¢ young
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“young or doubting Perfons, to
¢ purfue the Subject — till the Mind
« finds Reafon to be fatisfied in £has
¢« Certainty of Evidence the whole
“ produces,” on which this effential
Article of the chriftian Faith s
founded.

The Reft of the Difcourfes (ex-
cept in Matters ftrictly do@rinal) are
taken from Life rather than from
Books—from Obfervation rather than
from Reading. 1 have endeavoured
to reprefent the Warld as it now is
—to make all poflible Allowance
for Error and Indifcretion —to give
every poflible Commendation to Prin-
ciples and Condu&, lovely and of
cood Report. Ina Word; what-

CVer
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ever Imperfedtions may be dilcover-
ed in the following {lender Perform-
ance, when examined with a critical
Attention — I hope it will appear —
that I (at leaft) wifh Religion wel/l—
that T wifb my Fellow-Mortals wel!
— wifh them to be happy Here—
but at all Events to take Care that
they become fo Hereafter, through
their own beff Endeavours, perfelied
by the Merits und Mediation of Fefus
Chrift.

LoxpoN, May 6, 1776.
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