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PREVACE.

The good-will with which a former publication of mine (in 1850)
on the medical propertiea of Bouth African indigenous plants, was
received, gives me that encouragement withont which a writer, unless
he be imbued with a notion of self-importance, will hardly ventare to
throst himself again upon the indulgence of his readers. To enlarge
on the present work, and to cominent on its merits, will be the task of
scientific and impartial judges. Boffice it to state, that the author
has done his ubmast, in collecting and digesting every information he
could poseibly obtain on 30 important & subject as the capability of
the Cape colony with regard to useful Forest-trees and Arborescent
Bhrubs. Whatever may be thonght of this {reatise, it will tend to
open the eyes of the incredelous, and shew to the colonists and to
the world at large, that Sowth Africa is not so destitute of superior
woods ss most people imagine. Yet, although more thom two cen-
turies under eivilization, and governed by European rulers, the Cape
giill remains, and will continue to remain, an almost inexhawstible
source of novelty. What a pity it la that there is no srienfific esfad-
liakment here, for investigating into, and reporting on the vegetable
Wealth of the Colony. True it is; there is & sv-colied Bofanical
Garden in Cape Town, bot it doss not fulfil the purpose for which
it was called into existencs ; it gives no satisfaction fo scientifie re-
sidents and strangers, nnd has become the object of severe but just
censure from abroad.* IL may do exceedingly well as a place of
recreation, but will naver mest the ends of Seemce, unless supenn-
tended by a scfentific botanisd.

In several parts of this esany, the reader will find obeervations on
the wanton usage, armoslly exercised in the Colony, of seiting fire
to the moantains snd bushes, an injorions practice, which in cne

* gir W. Hooker's Jourmal of Botamy and New Garden Missellsny, ¥ol, 4, pag. 513
and 326,



sweep destroys a vast quantity of the moat valuable tinber and use-
ful woods. When, twenty-four years ago, 1 arrived In the colony,
Proteg coceingg. R. Br., one of the bandsowest of the proteaceous .
tribe, adorned the sloping sides of the Devil's-head Mountein. Since
that period, this beautifal shrub hes gradually disappearsd, and
seems now to have been altogether annihilsted. It s well known
besides, that wooded ravines and foreste imerense the moisture, and
produce springs and running streams, the scarcity of which s but
too often felt in this dey eounbry,  That the legislatare of our days
have not yel enacted sound and stringent laws against the repetition
of an outrage of such magnitude, is a watter of deep regret and just
astonishment.

1t would be an act of ingratitude on my part, were I to withhold
from public notice the names of those gentlemen, who, either by
advies and information, or by farnishing neceseary materials, eon-
tributed 80 much in furthering this publication. To & Harr-
MaN, Esg., mra, I am indebed for o grest deal of intelligence,
respecting the utility of many trees, pecalisr ouly to the Eastern
Province. To Jomyr Bewevsne, Bsg., of Cradock, near Port Eliza-
beth, for the alacrity and despateb, with which he procured specimens
of the most valuable woods from the foreste of the Ultenhage districl.
And lastly, but not least, to my mast exesllent friend CeinLEs
Zeyuzr, Pag,, the well-known South African Traveller and Botanist,
whose experience and practical knowlsdge of the Cape Flora is anly,
surpassed by-his modesty.

Cape Town, 27th December 1854,



SOUTH AFRICAN
FOREST-TREES AND ARBORESCENT SHRUBS

_—

CAPPARIDEE. Juss.

1. Carraris Avprrrunca. Burch. (W#itgatéoom.)—
Branches unarmed, spreading. Zeaves coriaceous,
Ineari-elliptic, hlunt attenuale af base, entire, smooth,

lancous EIIEBﬂ:I:. Plowers small, racemose. Rasamas
ew-flowered, axillary, shorter than the leaves. Calys
4 cleft; pelals 4; stemens nmumerous. Fruif, a berry.

The trunk of this tree sppears from a distance as white-washed, and
henece its vernacular name, Height of stom from 10 to 12 feet;
diameter from 9 to 10 inches, Bark pore white. Hood whm

b, used for yokes and other meéonomicel p m&p

we in the woods pear Bonday River an ather parts of the
Eastern Provinee. Fl. October—November,

FLACOURTIANEAE. Ricn,

2. Proseros Mounprii. W. Arnorr. (Eriudaphus
Nees. ab. E)) ,Eﬂ's bors. )—RBranches spreading, fiwigs

compressed ; young shoots from the roof, thoruy.
Leaves curmneuuu rhumbmd elliptical, acute, bluntly
toothed, veined, glusajf above ; racemes axi 4-6

ﬂnwered. Peﬁamf& 10 eleft ; its bottom clothed with
dense, cushion-like hairs. Flowers small, white ; stamens
in many rows, numerous; anthers beaked; sfyle thick.
Fruit baccate, roundish.

ight between 20 and 30 feet, diameter 8 feet and more.  Bark
thin, grey. Hood hard, close, and highly useful for builders, and
e for wegonmalkers.

‘oun in the aboriginal foreste of the T:ltmkamma, and also, but
y, on the east side of Table Monntain, in Eirstenbosch.

. April—May,
3. Puosrros Ecxrowtr. W. Amnorr. (Eriudaphus
Nees. ab. E) (Roodpeer)—Branckes divaricating ;
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fiigs compressed. feaves broad, alternate, leathery,
thomboid-lanceolate, acute, indistinctly dentate, smooth,
glaucous. Racemes axillary, simple, shorter than the
leaves. Perionth, flowers and fruit, as in the former
Apecies.

A forest tree 20 to 30 feet high snd 3 feet in diameter. Bark
black, chinky. #uod hard, heavy, close; tnkes o fine polish, some-
what resembles Mahogany, snd answers well for all kinds of furniture.
In the Colony it is mostly nsed by wheel-wrights for axles, fellies, and
epokes, and would suit well in the construetion of mills,

This tree is common in the priweval thickebs of the Victoria district,
mnd flowers in May.

A third species of thegenus: Phoberss Zepleri. W. Amvovr,
(Walfe-thorn), tho spimes of which attain & length of from & 4o &
inches, is, I presume, what ia called Hoesder {Cockspur) by the
Dutch inhabitants of the interior. Tt is from 15 to 20 feet high, and
from § to 10 inches broad. The wood is said te be’ extremely hard,
close, and durabls,

4. Dovyawss ZFizyraoines. E, Merer. (Flacourtia
rhamnoides. Burch.)—Brarches white, armed with
patent, axillary, horizontal spines. JLeaves on short stalks,
alternate, membranaceous, ovate, entire or slightly
dentate, veined, triplinerved at basc, smooth. Flowers
divecious, axillary; male ones fascicled, female omes
solitary. Perignth 0 fid, tomentose. Corolla none;
stamens 18-20; sfyles 2; sligmas trunoste. Frwil sn
ovate berry.

This tres sttains a height of from 20 to 30, end a breadth of

2 or 8 feet. Sfem knotty; dark greyish-white. Foed citron-yellow,

close, hard, and chiefly used for yokes, various wagonwork, and rural
- it (Zusr Kaffer-yruim), which has & sowrls

it e, L), B h taste, -is

eaten by the naﬁm,?néd brandy and vinggar have been distilled from i,

Common in the weoeds of the Erakakumma, Tzitatkama, Olifante-
boek, and Van Stadens Mountains, FL May—June, '

5. KiceELaria Avmicansa. Liw. (Speckhout; Ker-
senhout.)—Branches erect ; fiwigs purplish, more or less
downy. JZLeaves stalked, lanceolate, unequally serrate,
smooth above, downy beneath. Flowers white, dioecious ;
male ones small, racemoze, nodding; female ones mueh
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larger, solitary, stalked, erect, axillary. Calye 5 cleft ;
slamens 10-12 ; anthers hmr;,, pmfurnted at top ; peta!a
B, g]andu.hfemus at base; afples 0. Capsule glubuse,
scabnd one-celled, many- seeded.

Height of trunk 20 to 33 fmt dismeter cne foof and a half to
two feet. Food soft, spongy. Csed oceneionally for epare, raflers,

tural implements, and fiel.
Common shont Cape Town, Wynberg, &e.  FlL November.

TTLIACEA. Juss.

6. Grewia Ocomenraras. Loy, (Krupsbesje)—
Shrubby. ZLeeves ualternate, ovate, blunt, smooth;
prduncles solitary, ope-flowered,  Calyz 5 cleft, deciduous,
mlumrl within ; sfamens numerous ; anfhers roundish ;

el; atigma 4 lobed. Petals b, bri ht-purple. Dmpe
4 -:Jbad, Reshy ; fofes 2 locular, 2 see%l

This shrub clirobs 10 to 12 feet high, but is hf.tla more than 8
inches in dinmeter. Sfew and bronches very like those of the small
leaved Elm. Bark smooth, The wood is very tough and bends
extremely well. Bem.gmuf fine grain, the larger picces answer for
torner’s wurk From i cies, and from the Grewis Obdusifolia.

Willd & G. flava DC., the Bushmen make their bows. The fruit are
eaten by them and other savages

Common near Cape Town and in many parts of the Colony. F1,
Jarmary-——February.

SAPINDACEA. Juss.

7. Prapoxyrox Urine, BckL. & 7. (MNeshout ; Sneeze-
waad_) e amuuth &mmﬁﬂ nuduua Loaves lm]mn
pinnate ; {3 1n B-7 mrs, coriaceons, entire, irre-
gularly s Hmoers dicecious, m]]m'y. racemose,
P at the Eltrﬁmlhﬁ of the bmuches, and hetween
the leaves. Calys 4 parted, pefals 4, stamens 4 ; filaments
smooth. BSiples 2, sfigmas capitate. Capeule 2 celled,
2 seeded, cumprﬂﬂsaﬂ seeds winged.

A tree, from 20 to 80 feet in beight, and %-4 feet in diameter. The
leaves have some resemblance to those of Aeer pesndoplofonus, The
wood is handsome, {akes o fine polish, is atrong, durable, and some-
what lile Mahogany, It is used for weriows kinds of furniture and
agricultural ulensile. Baing little affected moisture, it serves as a
desirable material in the constrection of bridges end mills. From the



