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DISCOURSE.
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Ox a Monday moming, towards the close of the
early and severe winter of 163336, # The New
Towme” or % Nowlown,” as this 1."||]:|gr.-_: was then
called,® prescated an unuseal aspeet. Instead of the

* Fwn yeare ofter thls {Te Bay, 1658) s name was ehanged by the
Ceemersl Court to Cambeidge, in prophelic complioent io e nowly es
nalilistnl Callege; aud m gratefial semembranee of the plies in O0d Eng-
fapd wleere juuny of the magistrstes aud ministers of the Massariuseis
Caliny bnd reccived their edueation. [t wns ar thnt plaee, nlso, that an
wrreeiment U remaove with tsake familics 1o New Fopbaml, or condition of
the tran=fer of the chacter anil government of the Coleiy 10 thi= country,
was drnwn up il enhecibed by Sulumstall, Dodley, Johnsan, Winthrop,
Nowell, aml athers, dn Swgost, (e, See [ in Woehinson's Call,,
e 200 Thai ogreemant determbned the destinies of America; and in-
volved consoucness which will fasdly eocirele the world,



urdinary str aml business of the day, there was a
Sablath-like quiet and gravity i the looks and move-
ments of the people,  There were sicns of  prepara-
o lor somoe thm:i:ll _'c-n]{-.nmil_';. Tl Higllill for o
pubic mathering was leard ; and, az the inhalians
sssued from their dwellings and passed with sedate
step throush the strects, others of Tess Goodliar conn-
wnance, who bail spent the Sabbath with them thar
iy might be here in season, or who had just arrived
from  the neighbowrhood, were scen mingling with
them ax they weni.  Gathering from all quarters
came the Gubers of the nfane choreh and  eommon-
wealth of Massachnsetis, to sanction by their presence
the solenm act which was about to be perforied in
the first rde temple, which had been erceted a fow
years before o little way from the spot on which we
are now assembled o the worship of the one living
and roe God. From Boston, fmom Cladesiown, from
Winmisimet, fowm  Boxbary, from Dorchester, from
Watertowi, from Medford, from Concord, and the
wwns which were within comvenient invelling dis-
tapee, e messengens ™ of the mvited eharehes, and
vihers devwn Imber by conosity and veligious ingeresr,
were seen wending their way, as they then best conld,
over gew rowgh rosds, or across the open lelds and
over the wee-bridged rivers and streams, to the humble
Puntan sanctwary, In the midse of the newlyv-risen
dwellipes which lad sprang up as by magee under
e I|‘I|'I‘___{l'lll: ands of the Chrstag adventarers who

first phaseed the town, ou the rising gmlmﬂ just itlwve
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the marshes, and in the principal street,® leading
dovn to the river, — which bore, a5 00 still bears, e
pame of their King,t —swod the House of Prayer.
A plain, rouzhly finished edifice it was, but as precioes
i Ehe :iigliLuf Giod as the warble ad g“l]ll-l,l cathe-
dral ; another expressive testimonial of  the spint
which had led the Pilgrims e whe Tronsatlantic
h
Abrabany in his journeyings, builded s altars 1o the
Lord. Whether its church-going bell stll woke the
echoes of Cambridee, we have no record to tell vs;
though seme Gme i the course of the vear, as we

wildorness, aml which, whoerever they  wem, like

* Thea Watsr Seeect; now calld  Ponster Steein, after President
Thepster, whiose bouse, o= 0 e baleval o be, b ol stamliog ileee, —
e eaby snrviving eemtempooicy ol the Geed chueeh,. Tle clinecb ssoald
un L wised =ile of e suom, near the plaee whers i s interscctiol by
Maount Anbnrn Strees, and on the sanch saile of Lt streel spon Bl ol
present awneil by Die, T, W Taceds, Lilracian of 1he Meivecmiy,  The
sl 18w Vacant,

{ o mameed by Ciapdicio Jelbin Sootls, reovwosd e bis bfavaey, o
prige, aud momaatbe wlvepiares, both Gnothe O3 Wikl apd rhe Boea
gae ol she fieer voyamers o New Foplant (wlacli oo owes s noniee e

himY, wha, by Dies wonnge aol poresnal elliries, del ugees, porbage, i
any otlstr =ngle indavidual fo direst the pticniion of wen ol clamcter aml
propetey uowands iy and fo slerest e o dls cacly settemsn. To bis
vopmre [oiber, o B0 e omode o map of s coast, sl cablsl 0 New
Fngland, = Bap malicioes misilos,™ le suys, “amangs Snilors and ol-
ers, drownes] thot nwoe owinh the cebe ol Seseoaens, ey, aml
FPowrguaed o till ng my Lomble sute, our et gesewss Wiy Clerfes, o
Princsr af 1V ader, was pleased toe confirme 1t I'|_'|' that title sl dwl abonges
e Lo s nmimes of tiedr prisegpal] T bowrs ool labitiiious Gr such
English tlar posterliy may sy Kigg Ofeeles was ieir Cndfoher. ln
apwther place, Be sovs, — ** L icabie the foresd seach o this ey G a
river, whioonjmn | ealled 0 Cberfia River, alier ty paeme af gor Hiyall
Kibg Charbe” Maza. Hmar Colll, 3d Seces, Vol MM, ppe 20, #H.
Sea nleo Hilland’s Life of Smith, ju Spark="s Bingaphy, st Serics,
Val. L
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learn from an incidental mention of the faet by one
of oor quaint New England historians® of that day,
the d:l“, Iu;in'l}' sound of the beaten drom, converted
for the time (rom the heathen service of batde and
war into a herald of the assemblies of the rince of
Peace, anmoomesd the hour of gathering to the people.
The hitde church was soon [lled wooverflowing. The
day, perhaps, was one of the aild and bright days
which February often mingles with its snows and
storms ; mud even if it were not, our hardy sires who
had left their pleasant homes m Old England for the
setern and rockbound coast™ of the New, who had
deliberately exchanged their dear native soil for the
uncertaimdics amd discomiores of a colony 2 heathen
amd savage land, who had waversed the wide, welter-
ing sea for the privilege of worshipping God m purity
and freedom, — men who made their religion the sun
and centre of their hemng, — were pot 1o be daynted
by a liale vold or a linle damp in the performance of
ils duties ; and though our modern safeguards against
smow and wet were unknown o their pilzoim feet,
though neither stove nor furniee — those mpovations
Dr l]'ll'_ldi_"nl ﬂhllr‘_‘.ll—l_’l’)“]rﬂrl—ﬂlﬁ.l:l'llﬂ] lll[: l'll.i:l.!l}' i|I|]'+
or dissolved  1lue r:1lrr|||;:'|' breaths that eose I||1|u]i|_'|." np-
wand i the sancwary, they never thought of com-
plaining, much less of staying at home. And as for
distance [vom church, miles to them seemed litde
wore: than as many fudougs now 1o their descemdants,

* Jahmson, in bis Wender-working P'eovidence, Chap, XLA1L., speaks
of 8 drvm g heing weed here in 1826 5 fo e2ll men 1o mecting, ™
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“§ have heand,” savs Cotton Mather, in his biogra-
phy of John Norton, the lghly esteemed successor
of Cotton in the ministry of the First Chureh in
Boston, “1 have heard of a godly man in Ipswich,
whe, after Mr. Norton’s going to Boston, would ondi-
warily travel on foot from Ipswich to Buston, which is
about thirty miles, for nothing but the weekly lectore
there ; and be would profess that it was worth a
great journey lo by partaker in one of Mr. Noron’s
prayers.”  Thirty miles on foot 10 hear a Thursday
lecture ! And now 1 will venture 10 say thae halt of
our people, even o the very neighbourhood of the
metropolis, are iroornt that such a lecwre soll existy
— have gever heard of it org 1f they Dave, iave for-
gotten it, —and that pineteen twenticths of them
have never attended it in their lives. Tt has become
what the present suceessor of Cotton and Norton has
soily ealled i, ¢ the shade of the past.””  Soeh an
the changes which ke place from gencration to gen-
vration. | do not imagioe, however, that such in-
stances as that which Mather has reported were atall
common. But it iz an indication of the siate of foel-
ing and of society among our ancestors, of which this
wis but an exaggerated specimen.  They loved the
broiser of Tl The_}' l][i_z.m] s ]]F‘I'I.'.Ill,:'g'l!!i. 'l‘[le.'j'
were religionsly jealoos of s honor 3 and nothing
would have move shocked the devout public opinion of
that day than absence without good cause from their
Sablath assemblies. Tt would have lbeen death to a
man’s character and influence among them.
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Attendance vpon  public worship, however, was
with Ut o matter not only of fashion and decorarn,
sometimes enforced by eivil anthonty, but of individo-
il conscience and ioclination.  They hungered and
thirsted after relizious mstraction. They sat patiently
through services which to their descendants of this
day would scem of insafferable length,  They lonked
up to the pulpit, then at the height of s glovy and
mnfluence, for their weekly supply of thought and spir-
il nutriment.  Preaching was w them a necessary
of Tiee The varions canses which in alter gencrations
have contribuied to lower its authority, and to render
it less exclusively the source of moral and religions
instroction, had pot yel beguo o operste. The Con-
grn:r:"':t!iunﬂl [:][_:q__{_}r— 2l ]'-'.ll:ll_:ni,” R ‘.Elr.-_,t_'f WETE
ealbed — were in fuwel the rlers as well as eaclers of
the voung Christian commonwealth,  In all inporant
questions of a civil, as well as of a religious nature,
they were formally consulted, and their opinion had
preat weighi.  “ln esly times they were generally
present in the courts.™ A discourse at the Thislay
lecture or at a public fast, by Mr. Cotton or Mr.
Hooker, more than once settled & growing difticulty,
or furmed the seale in favor of some disputed measure.
The people mingled with reverence for the men much
of the old reverenee for their |:|ﬂ'|ue., and hstewed to ther
words with an attention and deferenee seeond only to
that which is accorded by the Catholic to his pricst.
Wit the altered tastes and halbis of thought of the
present aze would bardly wlerate, they listened to not




