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PHILOSOPHY OF THEISM.

LECTULRE I
THE FINAL I'ROBLEM.

My first words must give expression to the emotion Cersoual
which [ feel on finding mysel once more admitted to
speak officially within the walls of this ancient uni-
versity, with which, as stwlent, oraduate, and professor,
I have been connected for sixty years. For it is sixty
yearg in this November since 1 first cost eves of wonder
on the acudemic walls which now carry so many
memories in my mind, and which to-day are associated
with an extrpordinary responsibility. In the evening
of life, in reluetant response to the unexpected invita-
tion of the patrons of the Gifford Trast, T find myself,
in the presence of my countrymen, called to say
honestly the best that may be in me concerning the
supreme problem of human life, our relation to which
at last determines the answars to all questions which
A
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can engage the mimd of man, No words that T can
find are sufficient to represent my eense of the hononr
thug eonferred, or the responsibility thus fmposed, upon
one who believed that he had bid a final farewell to
appearanees in publie of this sort, in order to wind ap
his aceonnt with thiz wysterions life of sense.

It is an appalling preblem which confronts me, and,
indeed, confronts ns all, for all st dispese of it in
the conduct of iife; and 1 am now required to handle
it intellectually., One may net be rendy to say with
Pliny, that all religions are the offspring of human
weakyess and fear; and that what God is, if in-
desd God be anything distinet from the world in
which we tind purselves, it 18 beyvond man's under-
standing to know,  Yet even the Deoldeat thinker,
when confronted by the ultimate problem of ex-
istence, may well desire to imitate the philosophic
eaution of Simonides, when he was asked, What God
was '—in first demanding a dav te think alont the
answer, then two days more, and after that con-
tinwously deubling the required time, when the time
already granted Dbad ceome to an end; but without
ever finding that he was able so produce the re-
quired answer ;—rather becoming more apt to suspect
that the answer carried him beyond the range of
human intelligence, Uften in the course of these last
monthe I have wished thet I could indulge in this
prodent procrastination, taking not more days only
but meore years to ponder this infinite problem. Bat
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after the threescors vears and ten, this is a forbidden
alternative, if 1 am to speak in this placs at all, 1
see now near at hand

% The ahadow eloa®z R from hend to foof,
Who keeps the keys of all the eresls”

[t is the ultimate pralilem abont the universe that
is at the heart of a philosophical Theism, The ideal
of this Theology is “the true mtellectunl systean of the
universe,” as Cudworth puts it It virtually asks what
this illimitable aggregaie of ever-changing things and
persons veally means, if indeed it moeans anything
What is the deepest and truest interpretation that
can be pat by man upon the immeasurable actuality
in which I found myseli participating when I becamc
percipient, and with which I have been in eontact and
collision ever since 1 began to be conseions 7 This i3,
surely, the most nmversally human question that can
be raised : no man ean sscape from giving some sors of
response to it, consciously or uncenscicusly, in his life
if not in speculative thousht, “In what sort of en-
vironment, and for what purpose, do I exist?” might
Le taken as the form in which the final question about
the universe of reality expresses itself, when it is looked
at on ifs human side. What finally is this nniverse,
to a dim perception of which I awoke when I became
congcious, and in which [ am now strugaling? It
seems to be for ever changing the appearances it
presents to me,  What may be the origin and outcome
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of this endless flux ¢ Is the principle which finally
determines all events reasonable, trustworthy, divine
or is the univerze, on the whole and in the end, chaotic
and misleading, with a transitory semblance of physical
order only 2 or mmat T yemain for ever ignorant about
this, and therefore unable to adopt either of those
alternativez ?  And if 1 adopt one of them, do I thus
oot any light shed upen my present duties, or upon
my final destiny, as mysclf a part of the mysterious
Whaole ?

1t is this problem of the ultimate meaning and pur-
pose of the universe, or whether indeed there is any
purpose or mepning in it, hnman or other, that, as I
love said, liee at the heart of the subject that has been
handed over to Gifford lecturers, for free but always
veverential discusgion. Tt i a many-sided problem,
which each lecturer is expected to discuss at his own
point of view, with the advantage to trath of its
being thus looked at on many sides—a problem, too,
that is surely more than usually disturbing thought
and faith in this oontspenking era of European and
American civikisation,

When 1 engaged in this work, 1 turned to Lord
Gifford’s Deed of Deguest, n the hope that it might
contain erticulate directions with regard to the object-
master to be investigated, the intended method of
investigation, and the chief end of the proposed
inquiry. I found, under each of these three heads,
pa.rticuﬁu instruetions, but more or less ambiguous
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[t may be convenient to consider them in this opening
lecture, as an introduction to the present course. It is
a torm of introduction that is perhaps not unealled
for by popular mizeconceptions about what we lLinve
got to do, and about the method of deing i, which
criticism of former Gifford lecturers has lLrought to
light.

As tegards the matter of inguiry, it 18 an object
absolutely unique that is put before us.  Tndeed, in
the ordinary sense of the term, it cannot well be
spoken of as an “objeet ™ at all; for it canned be made
visible and tangible ; nor is it finite, as all objects
studicd in the notural aciences wust be, and as the
word ofyject itsclf seems to imply. This unique object,
if object it may be called, is thus spoken of in the
Deed of Foundation:—“God, the Infinite, the All
the First and Only Cause, the Oue and the Sole
Substance, the Bole Deing, the Sole leality, amdl the
Sole Fxistence ”; mors particularly, “the nature and
attributes of Giod,” and * the velations which men ond
the whole universe bear to God " Seience of all
this is * Natural Theology in the widest sense of the
term.”  Buch at least is Lord Gifford's definition of
this sort of Natural Theolosy,

Next I am told something about the method of
procedure in conducting this unique investigation con-
cerning the Infinite Reality. For it is strict scientific
method that is enjoined, according to the analogy of
the natural sciences, nnrestrained except by evidence,
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