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PREFACE.

[ presenting to the religious puble tus
L le hook, the writer has only o say, that he
undertook it beeanse he thought that a worl
of this character was needed and would be
welecome.,  During his active ministry, he had
often {vlt the want of a hook on personal re-
ligion, different, in sowe respects, {rom any
which had Gllen in bis way 5 and when com
pelled by ill health to relinquish his pastoral
cares, he attempted 1o beguile some of the
languid lLiours of a weary convalescence by
efforts at compoging such an one.  The re-
sult has come very far short of e idea which
he had formed in his mind. T'he book was
written at diﬂgnt and uncertain intervals, upon
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journeys and in public bouses, and has been
now revised for the press in the midst of
other cares, which have allowed no time for
giving 1t the completeness he desired.  Yet,
as it helomgs to a class of wntings of whose
importance he has the highest sense, and the
muitiplication of which, as well as the in-
crease of a taste for their perusal, he esteems
in the hizhest measure desirable,~he ven-
tures to Lope that this slizht effort will rot be
wholly lost ; and that it may at least do some-
thing towards exciling others e & preparation
of more eflicient works, which shall nourish
the spirit of devotion, and extend the power
of practical faith.

Cambridge, May G, [H3),
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