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PREFACE

N the Jast years of the eighteenth century
between two and three thousand students
worked and fought snd made love st Jena, as
the manner of students }s.  Asan apple encloses
a core, so did this large academic circle enclose
an inper ring of men who had taken it wpon
themselves to reform thought and taste inm
Germany, and these men possessed by the idea
of Unity, whoee passion, whose dream, and

whose ideal was the realisation of the Uity ~
of the Universe, were called by the world
Romantics. They lived among the students
and wet were not of them, existing in a
fairy world of their own apart from life's ugly
realities, lotus eaters feeding on fowers of
poetry, art, music and philosophy, and dis-
tributing to the outside world, as a result of
their eclectic colture, & new criticism, a new
@sthetic and a new philosophy of life. The
very air in the streets of Jera was charged

by them with an idealistic intellectyalism, and =
the town seems to have become for a few
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4 PREFACE

years a Parnassus of Romance, and the meeting-
ground for all spirits tonched by the mystic
yearning. The more important of the would-
be reformers were Novalis, Schelling, Schleier-
macher, the two Schlegels, Tieck and Wacken-
roder; with these were associated Caroline,
the wife of A. W. Schlegel, and Dorothea
Veit, a Jewess. Fichte, whe had no preat
sympathy with Romanticism, even during the
time he lived at Jena, grearly inflnenced its
apostles, and determined most of their thought
Schiller, through his affection for Novalis, came
into contact with the movement, but he, like
Goethe, disapproved of its tendency towards
obscurantism, His friend Novalis wounld seem
to have been the typiral Romanticist, possessing
as he did & penius for unificaticn, a passion for
veligion, 2 highly poetic imagination and edergy
without will. ‘Typical, too, in 80 far that his
mature life begee and ended with the move-
ment, typical in that his outer Life did not cor-
respond with his thought, and typical because
his writings embodied the highest aspiration of
the movement. ! '

He and bis Romantic friends wrote and read
and translated and telked and did everything
but act; they were still vagne as to their
uitimate goal. **Christianity is the order of
the day—the mef are rather mad. . . . I
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THE ROMANTICS AT JENA 5

wager they do not understand themselves or
each other,” wrote Dorothea Veit, commenting
on the prevailing uncertainty. Cathalicism,
antique symbolic art, medizval romance, strange
legends and Indian BSagas—everything that
seemed to offer by its mystery an outlet for the
soul attracted them. A desire for freedom in
love, freedom from social restrictions, annihilation
of limitetions, all parts of the desire for unity,
led them, nncorrected by action, to a species of
mystic volaptnousness which proved the de-
struction of their circle.

The town of Jena is pot many miles from
Weimar, and at this time (Goethe and Schiller
were fast friends, and their opinion of the
Romantics 1 to be seen in the letters they
exchanged. Goethe laughs at them half-
scornfully and straightforward Schiller is
vexed at their posturing. The former was
so greatly admired by the inner ring that the
latter was in danger of being undervalued.

Goethe occasionally came to Jena to visit
Schiller, but geperally when the Romantics
wished to see the object of their devotion
they pilgrimaged along the avenue of plum
trees that led to Weimar and there offered
him the incense of their adulation. ¢f Frederick
the divine,” writes Dorothea Vet of F.
Schlegel one day, “*went this morning to



