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PREFACE.

Tae principal motive that has led to the publication of these Poems
ie & desire to 4id in exciting o deeper practical imterest in the profound
truths of our living Christianity,

It must be admitted that, while thosa truthe are accepted by every
branch of the Church of Christ, their power over the heart and life
i, to & great extent, in sbeyance. Christians are not living in “the
nnity of the Spirit in the bond of peacs” “filled with the Spirit:”
henoe the necessity that they be stirred up to a wview of their privi-
loges as “soNs and paveETERE” of the “ KiNe ETERNAL, IMMOBTAL,
INVIMIBLE."”

“First-fruits " imply & harvest. If the quality of the former be
fine the latter may be anticipated with joy. DBut both first-ftuits and
harvest of grain are things in & mensure realised, This canmot be
predicated of the Muse. Still, the quality of poetical first-fruite may
foretoken the gualify of the unknown harvest. Is it a good foretoken
in the following pages? The mader must judge. There is some, nay
much, excellent grain of God's own revealed truth inm them. Let the
chaff of imperfeet expression be scatbered, and that pure grain realised.
This is the Author's-anxions desire and prayer. Many may not appre-
ciate that truth: they may prefer the " tares” of the world:—for such



vi Preface,

persons thore are many regrets, but their approval iz not locked for.
Can s blind man appreciate the clear shining of the sun? Neithor
ean thean persons the beaunty of the “Truth in Jmsus,” the soul's tree
“Sun." Others may acknowledge that troth, yet shrink from receiving
it. The object sought in thess Poems is to win such to ita reception.
It e *the troth,” and they know it to ba such! And yet others will
rejoice to accept it thoroughly, forgetting all * firstfruit™ imperfections,
and will look forward to & “harvest.” Will there be such harvest?
That lies in God's hands. The gathering of the first-fruits has traly
bean pleasant work, and the Author would desire to be permitted to
penetrate into the very heart of ¢he fiald of golden grain, and to bring
many # ripe sheaf for the benefit of his fellow-Christians, But all this
must be left in His hand from whom the inspiration of every holy
thought, and of every good action, proceeds. Meanwhile, may He
gracionaly honour the mofive of this handful of * first-fruits,” and canse
whltiuimptﬂﬂctinthuwntkhheﬁrguttmintheﬂgmmpﬁon
of the “seed” of Hizs Word: and may many a “wave offering” of
souls, gathered and raised to Himself, be made in the Heavenly Tample,
a8 the fruit of the precious seed presented in this humhle token of what
may ba!

Mirrpaxs Hovex, Namw,
Now. 1, 18TG,



Prologue,

% UnrunL the Christian Standard! Lift it manfully on high,
And rally where its shining folds wave out against the sky!
Away with weak half-heartedness, with faithlesances and fear!
Unfurl the Christian Btandard, and follow with & cheer!

% Now, who is on the Lord's side, who? Come, throng the hattle-ficld ;
Ba strong, and show that ye are men! Come forth with sword and
shiald! :
‘What peace, while traitorous Evil stalks in falss array of light)
What peace, while enemies of Christ are gethering to the fight?

“ Unfurl the Christian Stendard, with firm and fearless hands!
For no pale flag of compromise with Error's legion bands,
And no faint-hearted flag of truce with Mischief and with Wrong,
Should lead the soldiers of the Cross, the faithful and the strong!

% The Lord of Hosts, in whom alons our weakness shall be strong,
Shall lead us vn to conquest with a mighty battle song; :
And soon the warfare shall be past, the glorious triumph won,
The kingdoms of this world shall be the kingdoms of His Son!™

Franoes Riorey Havercar,
(#n * Tinder the Surfare.”



