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PREFACE

Tue purpese of this Granimar is 10 efforl sssstance o
sl s may desice o living and iptelbigent pequaintance
with the Gaclic lagunge of Seollond, With Lhis
olijeet i view, it was ob fist my settled inteation to
make Littlo or no referonee to the oliler language, bt |
soon fonaed this to be mpossilble,  An intelligent unider-
atinding of the Gnelic of the prosony day cannot be
wtbeined without some referenco to the older Illtl';illll{-_i"-‘
(e which the Jater Grarmmatical foros Lol origin,
There is wo pretenes 1o learning in these pigcd, nor any
atternpt even to indicats the roanlis ok mielern Linelic
seholarship. 1 Lave adinitted pothiog which 1 did not
beliove wonll be helpful o che clomentary soitcdemt
wined 1 hope iy referenees will Lie forund correct, and y
inferenees nlso correct and nsefial,

| Live the adveutage of belpe in tonch widl intelli-
sent stpdonts of the language ss thenr Leacher, and 1
linve made their actual (thealoes H‘niﬂu T 11 EVEry-
thing. I hope T lave Leon alile in gome deaves (o
enlighten and eo smcoth their way, soil thay of others
also wiho may wmlertale the swoe mest interesting
teavel.

I followed the wlan of Dk Seworts Grawmar os
closely ws possible, feehng chat | coild pot hope w
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i ELEMENTS OF QAELIC GEAMMAR

naprova npan it b ohave alse apprapriated all of lis
work that | pessitdy ookl even to hig very wonds
D ¥Dénovan—uno e suchority—leclured Stewnrt's
Greoauiner 0 bave been 'Ly far the wiost bmportant
work on Gaclie ol ever appeared ™) anid T cpnnot
EXPress ny aciration of it as T sleall wish, No one
cann evor clearly sec or fully know the plalesophical
vomjchensiveness and the artistic nnity of thas work,
bt omse whose dugy comnpels hica to weigh and exannme
gvory word ol Line as 1 Badl wedo, AL that T claim is
bo have extended o livde way into the light of to-day,
thae lies which Stewart loid <own so well ; and oll |
lope b5 that | heve dowe £o oonsistent’y sl in somee
measure worthily,

[ emZeavonred to havo special vegard to the phonetic
bngis of the lapguage il have always appealed to it
whenever 76 was nacossary Lo ol soc 1L+ frow the
speschepower of the oreans of Yoieo that all speech-
form pracesds. The writben lenguoge 15 6t best Lot au
'.l'|.l'|_|l'|::-."ii:]J.L:'l.f-i-'.I]| to Lle Elmk-;.-]; worl, wod the sesse of
Hearing comes ag w not very stable or wlialde medinm
Letween the Yolee pud the written Charmcter.  The
prineiple of Aspivstion which plags so nupertaiil o pae
i Claelie Crmmoe 15 basal on pliosetic e pediciey, so
is Polivsiz, nmi a0 the Yawel Lw of Correspondence.
No artention viven co thizaspect ol the limginage is lost ;
without attention 1o 10 the |IZ.]'I.;_;'I|i1'|_-;".' eauaor Do vndors
stonel.  Doe as iy veference cun ooy Lo partial ad
oeeazional | shoold wish ol who ey desire to know
thie aspect of Gaelic Grammar to rofer to My Mace
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Farlone’s vary usefil work en The Phowetics of fhe
Ehued e Letngrioctge:

The  divizion of Neuns into three Declensions s
dlifterent from all previons classitieations, My depar-
ture from Stewart's philosophical arangoment 1 wish
L pustily by the explanation fellowing:

Tha vwethock 1T searles] v pon wee S Felosion
| .

I The grent clags of Abwetroct Nomns in aebd, and these in
a atd ad of Compaeative forme, which bave no intlection, were
Ehrame s Sl

¥ mnech .‘":lu:'l-:;.'\i HERN R 'I-I'|-.'|-.:|.'Jj"u:|:-||. ].Il r|.'|-.' h-fiuglﬂ:ar—uil
NOnnE ¢ iling fnoo Vowel—were uext tafen as the First
] h'r'l.l.'lu::ll'!l.

O Mones endhing oo Conzaranl (6 was fommed that &
areat st bl i ilistiner edection fosndng o fmitive in
L This class was wpade the Second Doeclension, It alwaya
bibs A ke elhmticteristie Vowal Bl

L Nowps ending in g Cobsormnt neud baying a Swall Vowel
changeterissie were nuule the Tl Declensnn,

Db it waz Jomal chal aocconsidersble namber of Xoans
penednial, which thoagl suding in o Consomant anid having
Broad  choractesistio, were oot desiiaed in Lo ﬁiliglﬂ.li'.
This eluss et forie s Fonetle Declemsion or T toelnde] in
(oo Firat, 1 Ligvw prrederrnd the ludnee altermsive s ].ll.:il.l_;'
tho mvore stmplo: seav.

Hesunding this elazsitieation it is o be remarked that
Nounsg of the Second Declension are so peculiarly
eistinet from all others, that they wust form a elass by
thewselves,  There cen be noe question regarding them.

[t woay be gaid thot the Fiest and Third might be put



