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THE EVANGELIST.

—

“YOU HAVE LOST YOUR HORSE.”

Tue other evening I met, ot o friend's house, o rela-
tive of the family, whose appearance and manners at
once arrested my attention, He was young and looked
intelligent, but there was an air of restlessnesa, if not
of absolute uneasiness about him, which could not be
eoncealed by the flippancy of his menner; and, ss
I gazed on his thin worn fate, my heart felt insensibly
drawn toward bim. He was gvidently unhappy, and
hiz desperate efforts to be, what is termed, * jolly,”
proved ineffectual to remove the dark cloud that hung
over his soul.

After several feeble efforts to get up a lively con-
versafdon, he sank back into silence, and his fues
gradually assumed a dull moody expression.

It was then that I spoke to him about the love of
God to the poor sinner, sa shown in the gift of His
only begotten Bom, smd, as I dwelt wpon the grace
which brings & present and porfect salvetion so close
te the dying grasp of a lost, ruined world, he fixed his
large eyes steadily upon me, bat said not & word., T
went on describing the wondrous love of Jesue in
laying down His life for His enemies, and began to
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2 Yoo WAYE LOST YOTR HORSE."

point out the solemn necessity that there was for the
Oross, as the only way of escape from eternsl dam-
nation,

¢ (h!" he said, suddenly mterrupting me, “ I know
all about that. But look here,—J "os lost Him."

“What do you mean?" T said, rather startled st
the sbruptness and earnestness of his tone.

# About twelve months agpo, I was converted and
was very happy; bot in course of time I got mixed
up with the world, and somehow or other my joy
went, and T lost Christ.”

“ But if ever you received Chrst, you received Him
Jor aver,  Christ Himself said :—

it Hg that believeth on me hath everlssting life.
(John vi. 47.) And we learn from another scripture
that He is our life ; and again, * He that hath the Son
hath life.” (1 Johm v, 12.)

# Now if Christ is the life we get on belief, and that
life is everlasting, how can we lose it? If it were
poassible to de so, we could never sdy at any one time
that it was ours for ever; and yet we read, 'These
things have I written unto you that believe om the
name of the Bon of God; that yo may Insw thet ye
havs eternal life.’" (1 John v. 13.)

“ But suppose 1 turn my back upon Christ, and
don't value Him—don't enjoy Him as 1 ought # "

“ (God nover tekes away His eternal gift becanse its
receiver fails to valoe Him a8 he ought, although mest
assuredly it grieves Him to see Hia gift slighted.”

Y Do you say so?"

“Indeed I do. Are you fond of e horse P"

4 Yea, "




Yo HAVE LOST YOUR HOESE." 3

““Quppose [ mede you a present of ome. What
wonld you give me for it in exchange ™

&1 should not need to give you anything for it, if
you made me & prasent of 6. It would be mine for
nothing.”

% That is precisely the way God deals with the sin-
ner. He offers him Christ for nothing. *The gift of
God is eternal life)’ (Rom. vi. 28.) But what would
you do with your horse when you hed him ? "

¢ I would have him out every day.”

# That would be & proof that you velued the gift.
But suppose you got weary of your horse, and, leaving
him in the stable one fine morning, you went out for
a walk. A friend meets you and immediately says:—
“You mave rost yovr momsE,’ Would you not at once
say, ‘ You are mistaken. The horse is safe in my sta-
ble at home.! But suppose he replied, ¢ Oh, that cen't
be, you must have lost Aim, because you are not enjoy-
sug kim—you have'nt Aim oxi’ Would you not tell
your friend that it was one thing to be swre of your
posseasion and ancther thing to egjoy it. My horse,’
you would say, ‘is as much mine when I am walking
without him as when I am riding him. Of course,
the friend who gave him to me, would greatly prefer
my appreciating his gift by enjoying it, but he gave
me the horse wncenditionally. He never said, He is
yours on condition thet you ride him, and the moment
that you oease to do so, I will take him away from

rar

# Now God gives Christ, not as & bribe for some-
thing to do, or as a reward for something done. He
gives Him unconditionally. You have nothing to do
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