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HISTORY OF MIDDLETOWN.

Friewpa awp Feonow Crrizess :—You bave assembled this
evening to hear from me the history of Middletown. T should
rejoice if T could assure you that I had a full and complete his-
tory ; but I cannot so Assure Fou, I have recenily written it out,
although I have for twelve yoars or more intended to do so, and
in the meantime have been collecting the materials, as I had
gpportunity. I now present it to you, wot az a full and ecomgplete
history, but as the best produetion I am able to give you,

Much of the early history of the town is in oblivion. Fifty
years ago, when many of those pioneer fathers and mothers were
living, the most of it might have been gathered up and saved;
but such as I have been able to collect in my time is helrrehy moat
respectfully and affectionately dedicated to and for the use of my
native town,

I wish here to say, that for the literary merits of my produe-
tion I claim nothing. My desire, and, I may say, only purposes
have been to collect all the material facts I pomsibly could which
go to make up your history, and to express them intelligibly and
truthfully, conscious that if those facts can be preserved, they
may be put in better form by some one more capable than myself,
who shall come after ma. '

In regard to the history of this town, however, I do claim, that
with the labor and attention I have given the matter during the
last twelve years, that I have collected a good deal more of it
than is now in the possession of any other person; hence the
importance of my writing it. I fear that unless I should write if;,
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and leave it where it will be preserved, that a Ierge portion of
what I pow have, incomplete and imperfect as it i3, would be
beyond the reach of mortals at my decease. *With this view I
have written it, and am now happy to meet this foll house and
read it :

Mipprerowy js situated in the south-western part of Rutland
County, and is bounded on the north by Poultuey and Ira, on the
east by Ira and Tinmouth, on the south by Tinmouth and Wells,
and oo the west by Welle end Poultney. As will be seen from
the mep, its shape or form is peculiar, which will be hereafter
accounted for. The territory of which it is compcsed was taken
from the towns of Pouliney, Ira, Tinmooth and Wells. Poultney,
Tinmouth and Wells received their charters as early as 1761,
The date of the charter of Ira 3a heliaved to have been ahout the
same time, thongh I have been unable to obtain the exact date.

About three-fourths of a mila north of the village of Middle-
town, & little east of the present dwelling house of Harvey Lef
fingwell, and in a pasture belonging to Royal Coleman, beq., is
* the locality where was the north-east ecorner of Wells, the south-
east corner of Poultney, the south-west corner of Ira, and the
north-west corner of Tinmouth, The line from thence, between
tbe towns of Wells and Tinmouth, run south, passing in its course
through the eastern part of the village between the school house
and the stream, a little west of the school house; alse, in its
course further soath, it makes the west line of the “old Zenas
Frasbie farm,” so called, the east line of the “Thowas Morgan
farm,"” and passes very nesr the west line of the “Bumam farm,"
now owned by 8. W, Southworth, and the * Perry farm,” now
owned by Mr. Atwater. The line from thence (the corners above
mamed), between the towns of Poultney and Ira, ran directly
north from those corners, and lines running east and west from
thence divided the towns above named.

The township of Middletown was created by an act of the Leg-
islaturs of Qctober 28th, 1784, Prior to that time the town, or
the territory of which it is eomposed, was included in the sbove
named four towns, with the lines as above indicated. The settle-
ment of the town, or the territory, was commenced some years




HISTORY OF MIBPDLETOWN. 5

before 1784; and in apeaking of this settlement, we shall, for
convenience, speak of it as in Middletown.

The exact date when the first settlers of the town came here,
perhaps canpot now bo given. It waa before the revolutionary
war. Mr. Thompson in hig history says, that © the settlement was
commenced & short time before the revelutionary war by Thomas
Morgan and others,” “and milla were erected.” Thomas Mor-
gan came here beforé the war, and 8o did Richard and Benjamin
Haskins, Phineas Clough and Luther Filmore. Mr. Morgan, who
lived until 1841, said to me befors his death, that when he came
here he found his way by marked trees, and that when he arrived
not & tree had been eut, bat threaghout the eatire town it was cne
unbroken forest. He also said to me, that he came about three
Fears befora the war commenced, and that when that commenced
he left, But he probably treated tha stirring events of 1777 in
this region, in which we may include the evacuation of Ticonder-
oga, Burgoyne'a invasion, and the battle of Bennington, as the
commencement of the war, for he was here until a short time
before the battle of Benniogton, which occurred Amngust 16th,
1777, over two years after the war had commenced. Fo that the
probabiiity ia that the settlement was commenced in 1774.

Mr. Morgan, after he came, like all the early sstilers, put up &
log house, and commenced clearing up the forest Mr. Morgan
purchased a hundred acres of land about three-fourths of a mile
south of where the village now is, and put up his log house a few
feet north of where the framed house now stands on the *old
Morgan farm.” By the summer of 1777, I should judge, he had
made considerable progress in clearing up his land, as he had that
aummer four acres of wheat, some sixty or seventy rods from his
house, opposite of where Truman Kibburn now lives, and on the
east side and adjoining what is now known ag the * Coy Hill
road.” He was called away to Bennington, and hie wheat was
pover harvested. Wichard Hasking bad commenced & settlement
a little east of the village, near where Luciua Copeland, Esq.,
now lives. He, too, in the sammer of 1777, had two aeres of
wheat which he never harvested, but went to Beunington,

Benj. Haskins had built & log house and commenced & setile~
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ment near where Des. A. Haynes now lives. Luther Filmore
had put up & log house on the south-west corner of what is now
known 883 “the jgreen,” in the village. Where Phineas Clough
first located himself is mot now positively knewn; but he very
early settled on what haa sinee been known as the  Oreutt farm,”
pow oeeupied by Mr. Lobdill. Those five men are all who are
now known to have been bere before the Revolutionary war. They
sll left in the summer of 1777, joined the militia at Manchester,
and were all in Bennington batile,

But were ¢ mills erected” before the war? 'lhe mills known
88 ** Miner's mills,” in an early day, were built by Gideon Miner in
1782. They were located about a mile and a helf east of where
the village now is. Mr. Morgan then assisted Mr. Miner, as &
workman, in building the mille. Morgan brought the mill irons
from Beonington on & horse. Bome of the Miner family have
informed us that there was “ aome sort of a mill there " when Mr.
Miner came ; but Mr. Morgan's descendants are confident that he
had nothing to do with milia in Middletown until he worked for
Miner in 1782. Bo that we capnot reliably state by whom this
spme sort of 2 mill was built. The opinion of the old people
seems to have been that it waa the work of Mr. Morgan. It
might have been; but whosoever it was, the mill never went into
operation, and Me. Miner had to build anew in 1782,

Mr. Thompson says, that the settlers ** returned after the war."
It is true there was not much done by way of settlement for some
three or four years subsequent to the summer of 1777, when the
settlers left to meet the jnvaders at Benninglon. But we find
Benj. Haskins and Phineas Clough back here in 1778, and Mor-
gon and Filmore were back soon afler; and a good many others
wore hers before the close of the war. Agor Perry came os early
as 1778. Jamea and Thomas McClure, it is supposed, came in
1778, Willlem and Jonathin Frisbie eame in 1781 ; and Gideon
Miner, Nathaniel Wood and Lis sons, Jacob and Ephraim, Caleb
Bmith, Jonathan Brewster, (Gamaliel Waldo, Nathan Walton, and
gome ohers were here as early as 1782, And Joseph Spaulding
and some others, it ia supposed, came the same year, but we can-

not be positive, We find that a Congregational Church was organ-
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ized as early as the spring of 1782, and Mr. Bpaulding was made
the clerk of the church.

We shall now omit further mention of the first settlers, and the
incidents, trials and hardships attending the settlement, until after
we give an account of the organization of the town.

It is evident that the settlement was rapid, for in the fall of
1784, the people petitioned the Legislature, then in session at
Rutland, for a new town—and we can now very readily see that
the settlers upon those parts of the then towns of Poultney, Ira,
Tinmouth and Wella, now incladed in the limits of Middletown,
would paturally become a community by themselves, and unite
their intercsta and feelings in spite of town lines. They had
already done so-—two churches had been orgamized—Congrege-
tional and Daptist, and a log meeting house erected near the
south-east corner of the present burisl ground, and the members
of the churches wers from the four towns, but had & common
center, where it has been since, and now is.  If those town lines
had never been changed, there must have been the ssme churches
here, the same business—the same village. Natare formed the
territory for 8 town, and &s the settlers inereased in numbers, they
became aware of it.

The original petition for a town, I bave not been able to find,
but the prayer of the petitioners wae granted. On the 28th day
of October, 1784, the Legislature passed an act of which the
following is & copy :

An Aet constituting a new Toun by the name of Middletown,

“ WaeRgas, the inhabitants of a part of the towns of Wells,
# Tinmouth, Poultney and Irs, which are included in the bounds
* hereinafter described, bave, by their pefition represented, that
“ they labor under great inconveniences with meeting with their
“ geveral towns for public worahip and town business, by reason
* of being surrcunded by high mountaing,

¢ Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the repre-
“ gentatives of the freemen of the Btate of Vermont in General
i Assembly met, and by the anthority of the same, that the tract
“ of land or distriet hereinafter described, be and is hereby ereated
* and incorporated into n township, by the name of Middletown,
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* and the inhsbitants thereof and their successors with the like
¢ privileges and prerogatives, which the otber towns in the state
% are inveated with, viz:

“ Beginning at a beech tree mwarked, standing west 26 degrees,
“ gouth 310 chains from the north-east corner of Wells; thence
% enst 40 degrees south 200 chains, to & white ash tree standing
% in Tiomowh west line ; thenece esst 10 degrees south 45 chains,
“to a beech marked; thence north 83 degrees east 264 chains,
% to a beech marked; thence morth 10 degrees west 533 chains,
# to stake and stones standing in Poultuey east fine; thence
“ gouth 10 degrees west 28 chaing, to stake and stones; theoee
“west 11 degress north G0 chains, to & amall beech marked ;
# thence south 45 chaing, to a bhard beech tree; thence weat 40
“ degrees south 207 chains & Jioks, to a stake-and stones standing
“ in Wells vorth line ; thence west — south 4 chains, to a stake;
# thence south 10 degreea west 185 chains, to the first mentioned
# hounda, ™

From Thompson's Vermont we find that three thowsand five
hundred and ten acres were taken from Tinmouth, six thousand
one hundred and eighteen acres from Wells, two thousand three
hundred and eighty-eight acres from Poultney, and one thousand
eight hundred and twenty-acres from Ira; waking in all fourteen
thousand eight hundred and forty-one agrea.

Thoss * high mountains,” with which the petitioners for a new
town were © surrounded,” seem to have directed the survey; as,
in point of fact, all acquainted with the locality well know that the
town i& surropnded by hills and mountains running around it in
such directions, that the survey, as szhove given, in running
around on the tops of those hills and mountaine, gives the pecu-
liar and unusual form which Middletown bhaa, as will be seen from
the map ; and this aceounts for the form or shape of the town.

I bave very much desired to give you more than 1 am able to
of the action of the peopls in procuring their charter; or, more
properly speaking perhaps, their act of incorporation, and for that
purpose have sent to the office of the Secretary of State for the
original petition, but the Eecretary writes me that it cannot be
found. Joseph Spaulding, doubtless, took the lead in that move-




