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DEDICATION,

TG THE FEOPLE OF MAINE, ON WHOM
ABNER COBURN °
BRESTOWED HIS POUNTY MOST LIBERALLY,
AND TO ALL COTHERS, W0 WOULD
EMULATE INTEGRITY, GENIUS,
AND FHILANTHROPY,
THESE PAGES ARE RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED.



PREFACE.

Every civilized age bas preserved a record of
the public and private qualities of its great men.

From the primitive stage of the ancients, down
to the present time, there have been those espec-
ially admired and remembered for some peculiar
choructeristic that ronked Lhem above their fel-
lows. Some personal quality entitled them to
prominence and won for them the respect of
mankind.

On & pnge of tho history of every tongue is in-
scribed the deeds of some departed genius, whose
acts have lent o charm to the annalsrof his time,
snd bestowed upon the humen fumily imperish-
able honors. There are, however, muny varielies
of genius, any of whom may have been endowed
by natuve with attractions peculiar to himeelf. It
in essentinl that the wmemory of all such should e
preserved,
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The achievements of the soldier are never to be
forgotten ; these are cherished as an ezample fur
posterity. The name of the eminent jurist is
preserved us nn especisl honor to the realm in
which he lived. The Mistorian, poet, scientist,
nnd inventor, are to bo ever kept in familiar view
ag an evidence of man's prugréaainu.

A genivs is nob uvecessurily confined to the
classes we have cited. He may be found amang
those who perform lesser things. Acts of kind-
ness, noble deedes of churily, and a strict observ-
ance of the Golden Rule; the one who unselfishiy
practices any of these may be properly termed o

Mun has been elothed by nature with s faculty
which entitles him {0 supremney. His nbility to
decide between right and wrong haa given him o
wonderful power. That this preemivent advan-
tage over the lesser creation is ofton abused we
are convinced by indisputable evidences, but,
among pature’s noblemen, no such abuse exists.

1t is for us to present the name of one who may
be juetly styled o genius; teo preserve to poster-
ity a lasting monument of the life of him: who has
left to the future n most noble record. By his
own exertions he arose from the humbler wulks of
life, to & poaition of wenlth and prominence, and

genius.
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died in the fullness of his yeurs, without a pang
of regret for either commission ov neglect, to dis-
turb his peaceful rest.

Called from the wnlks of private life, at & time
when the nation trembled on the verge of disso-
lution, to preside over the destintes of his native .
commonweslth, he bore his honors with becoming
modesty and unflinchingly performed the impor-

" tunt duties of bis office,

The same purpose of charncter be had display-
ed in privets life clung to him during his execu-
tive career, while the simplicity of his manner and
the honesty of hie unussuming methods, in dealing
with public affsira, won for him the confidence and
csteem of all with whom ba became associnted.

Not in the Executive chamber alone was he
famous, however; there a certain restriclion was
thrown around him from which he could not
escape. In the humbler walks of private life
were to be found the greater deeds of the man
whosa memory shall be kindly cherished by the
people of his time.

In perpotunting his namwe it ig not to be pre-
sutned that we depend on cur personn] knowledge
for the esscntial eloments which are contained in
the biography of one who was in the prime of life
at date of our birth. We have, however, derived



