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FOREWORD

Bostot Commoan belopgs to the world, Lo or around £t tonk
place events which link it with the history of government for
am! b the people {0 this counlry. From it radiated] the intiuences
that led to democratic as opposed to aristocratic rule. To it can
b troced the gatlerings in town halls by the substantial men in
Maszachusetts, and other commonweniths:; and the famous little
rerl schoolhouses date their ingpiration from the puhlic exercises
that tonk place on the classic green in Boston,  As the vears have
progressed, interest in the Bosten Common has incressel year
by vear. Details that appeired to be of slight moment in the
carly higtory of the countey are now soughl after. Whatever has
taken place there ar in the vicinity of it has beoome in 4 selse
hallewedd to the lover of liberty.

The very great distance in Ume between the present anid the
early planting of Boston Common, together with the apparent
neglect of chroniclers of evenis in connection with it, has magle
Adifficalt the collation of facts rezpecting the Hime honored centre
af Boston,  The author has endeavored Lo faithinlly and chirome-
logically register the results of his rescarches in the following
pages. Accuracy has been his one desire and care. It is that
feature on which he hases his right to he lieard, and oo which he
helieves that his efforts will be of vroft to the realer. To those
wha have aided him. either br adviee or by their repistered
ates, lig returne lis thanks and acknowledpements,






EOSTON.

Doston, the Awmertean Athene, stunds o the front
rank of social, commercial and political prominence,
The reputation of families of coltore has spread
thronghont the eountry, and its leawding men, as one
generation has followed another, lave wielded a mighty
influence in monlding publie opinion and promoting its
resonrees, It abonnds in historie landmarks, which
date from Colonial davs, and its medern development,
with its broad avennes, buillings and parks, has
cualled, if not exeelled, any eity in the world.

THE COMMON,

The Common, with all its historie associations, is
now the Pk of the Clity with its fountains, statues,
malls and lake. Lt hias always leen the secne of all
kinds of incidents—listorie, dramatie, tragic, and is
now the featnre in its landscape and beanty, It might
b ealled un indieator of all that ever ocecurred in
Boston.



