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COTTAGES OF THE RURAL POOR.

MONGST the varions forms in which homan misery

is found to exist, whether arising from unavoidable

misfortune, the result of unseen and fortuitous events, or

the more galamitouns effects of debssing habits; whether

assuming & mental or physical form, there are but fow, if

any, instances but admit of a.llamtmn or mitigation from
the hands of humsnity,

Absolute poverty, or indigence, being one amongst
many nameless evils which “flesh ix heir to,” and one
also of & most prominent sharacter, it muet ever claim
s considerable share of attention from thess who have
scenstorned themselves to refleet on the nature of human
happiness and misery ; and to procure the elevation of
that cless of persons who are its vietims, nothing which
affords the slighteat chance of success ought to be con-
gidored & matter of indifferenca. The seantiness of the
pecuniary resources of many of the lsbouring poor,
viewed abatrectedly, {s one of the great ruling causes of
the apparent wretchedness existing amongst them ; and
although the state of society rendere it improbeble that
sny considerable addition will ba made to these resonrces,
it is still somo satisfaction to the phitanthropie mind to
recognize, independently of this, additional funds of
comfort, which may be added without eubjecting the
possessors of property to those sacrifices which so few
are willing to make on behalf of their less fortunate fellow
beinga.

Next to the blessing of a more extended education, as
& means of improvement amongst the poor, nothing is
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more Lighly caleulated to effect a desirable change in their
condition then an attemtion to the commodiounsness of
their dwellinga, Few errors of greater magnitnds, or
maore fatal in their effects, have been committed by society,
than those which relate to the structure and situation of
the cottages of the poor; indeed, I know of nothing
which reflects groater diseredit on the weslthy, than the
inattention shown in this respeet to their domestic com-
forts, Itis of no avail, as an argument against this charge,
to say that the cottages of the poor are appropriate to
their standing in wociety, or that they are as good as they
ean afford to cecupy; for I shall, I hope, be able to show
that the improvement of these huts would increase the
wealth of the owners, as well as add to the enjoyment
of the occupier. It is, indeed, » most erronecus notion,
to suppose that every benefit conferred, and every attempt
made to improve the secial condition of the poor, must
necessarily be attended with tha sacrifice of wealth; on
the contrary, 1t may be taken slmost ss a rule, that all
improvements in the physical and moral condition of
the peor are but so many indirect means of opening to
the higher classes of goviety & new field of acyuirement.
It is not coming to a fair conclusion to say, that because
& person’s income is extromely limited, he is making the
best of that littla by reniing as small s housa as he can
obtain at the lowest possible rent; for its real value will
depend, even then, upon the comforts and conveniences
it affords him. A very cheap cottags is, in many respects,
not nolike & very chewp garment; it is very well as
regards its criginal cost, but if, from its immediately
becoming threadbare, it adds nothing to the comfort of
the wearer, or if, from its continnal want of fresh outlay,
an additional expense is incurred, it proves in the end but
a sorry bargain, The worst description of cottages, such
for instance a8 are found in great nmumber in Bucking-
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hamshira, have but one room, in which the inmates eat,
drink, and sleep; but aa these beggar all description, 1
will leave them to their wrelched oceupants, and attempt
& comparison between the next class and cottages of a
superior order. 'Wa will take, as an example, the cottage
at one shilling per week, and the one rented at fifteen or
. eighteen pence per week, The first of thess, we will
suppose, a8 is generally the oase, to have but one small
room on the ground-floor, and one slesping-room of the
sams dimensions, but neither garden nor ont-house. The
other may be snpposed to have one and sometimes two
rooms on the groond-floer, two bed-rooma, with a hovel
and garden in addition.

Previously to the passing of the Poor Law Amendment
Act, it was not to be expected that cottages of & very
saperior order wonld be built for the accommodstion of
that class of the poor who might perempterily demand a
dwelling sa their legal right ; nor is it to be wondered
that the members of select vestries, on whom the entire
government of the poor then devolved, should, when re-
pested applications were made 40 them for honses, and
they were onder the neceesity of erecting new ones, have
exercised that economy which the great majority of them
8o plainly indicate to have been ohserved. I should be
sorry, therafore, in endeavonring to recognize and poink
out the evil of such buildings, to tax individeals with
thoughtlessness and neglect, whers the system underwhich
thoy ncted was moat to be blamed. On the other hand,
meking due allowsnces for the defectiveness of those laws
which operated in lessening the attention of the public
to the domestic eomforts of the poor, those who have
framed so many of these wretched huts on their own
private account are not to bs excnerated from some
blame, becanse it was nepessary, oven under the old
system, that some outward distinction shonld have existed
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to recognize the independent labeoursr, renting on his
own account, from these who, to tho fullest extent,
clasimed the indmlgence of parish relief. The evil is,
however, still in existence, and, a8 it is being still per-
petoated, its effacts onght to be fully considered.

This is, most unfortunately, a subject that can scarcely
be judged of, or represemted by aualogy, because it is
difficult to give any definite idea of the inconveniences to
which the inmates of small cotinges are subject, by a
comparison drawn from similar evils existing in the other
classes of society. Many a tradesman, however, who haa
at one time occupied snch small premises ns searcely to
be abla to place one foot before the ether without com-
mitting some depredation on his own property, and who
has fortunately exchanged them for othera of more capa-
cions extent, can at least form some idea of the wast
difference that must exist botween the situation of one
family being crammead into a room nine or ten feet square,
in which all the drndgery of the honse must be performed;
and that of snother, having two rooms on the groond-
floor, or if but one, baving in addition a hovel or eut-
house, with one or two extrs bed-rooms; and he ean
nlso form some idea of the superior advantages which
nearly the same weekly incoma must give the one over
the other.

Taking the specimens of cottages from those tenanted
by agricaltoral labourers, it will generally be found that,
from ninepenae to one shilling per week, they are of &
most wretched character ; whilst thoss from fifteen to
eighteen pence are neat, and have at lesst some com-

“veniences. The fundaments]l difference may then be
etated at sixpence, or at mont at ninepence per week ;
and to a family whose average weekly income is not more
than fourteen or fifieen shillings, it is an important con-
siderstion : but in the cottege of the poor, as well as that
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of the tradesman, losses are incurred on the one hand, and
gain is originated on the other, from scantiness of reom
connected with the one, and from capacionsness belong-
ing to the other. Many & poor woman is seen to cutatrip
her neighbour in point of decent appearance, in the extent
of her pecuniary resoarces, and in the credit she obtaina,
The most common sentence pronounced on the contrast
eo often observed in the appearance of two poor families
is, that the mother of the one is more industrious, and a
better manager, than the mother of the other; and this
sentence may sometimes be correct : but I have frequently
observed, whers the diffevent appearances exist, that the
one is in possession of a comfortable houss, whilat the
other is confined to & wretched hut, which does not afford
her achance of placing hersslf in competition with the
former, The one has plenty of room to take in washing;
has a proper place for drying and airing clothes; and
can always command room encugh for any work uneon-
nected with her own domestic affairs ; whilst the other is
deprived of every similar advantage connectad or uneon-
neected with her own housshold duties. The wives of
most agricultural lsbourers are glad to engage themselves
to assigt in wasghing, or in any other house-work for
which their services may be required; and this, in
numbers of instances, produces a considerable sddition
to the weekly income of the family ; and it will, I think,
be found that the char-woman i often selected from her
neighbours on account of those very sppearances which
s good cottage is calenlnted to produce—such as neatness
of appearance in herself and children, snd other praise-
worthy qualities, no less the result of mere favourable
external advantages.

A commodions cottage sometimes affords the mother of
a large family an opportunity of keeping a small school; to
another, perhaps, sn opportunity of instructing s number



