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PREFACE.
e

It 15 o fuct that no one will dispule, that there is
great apparent dissalisfaction with our presont social
conditions, nnd with the rolations that men and
women bear to cach ﬁthcr, It bresks out in the
form of *complex ™ and “frec love ” communities,
in periedicals devoted to undermining marriage as
an 1netitution, in specches and lectures advecatiog
“ogey Y divorce, and more geriously in the actual
belief entertained by mauy good men and woman,
that marriage is a relic of barbarism, is opposed to
individual froedom, and is, in fact, only a traditional
and tolerated form of domeslic slavory.

Some may dispute it; bub there are really good
llr.r.mu and woemen who believe that marriage which
could be terminated at will, or no marriage at all,
would be better than permanent, indisseluble mar-
riage, which ¢ tiea ' people together for life, whether
they will or no.
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This being tied, is to many a very terrible idea.
luterfere with the mighty pronoun I'F pever! Per-
somal freedom is the dearest of all rights, the most
gacred of all duties, and every other should be sub-
ordinate to it.

Grant all of this; but pray say, where does
personal freedom begin ¥

Wo are tied from the moment we enter the
world, and are probably the better and the happier
for it, though we may rebel against it. We are
actual elaves to circumstances which preceded our
birth, which enclosed us in a skin, which governed
our height, our color, our shape, our ﬂtméth or our
weakness, and over which we had not the least
control. We arc tied after birth to certain patural
laws, which we very imperfectly understand, and
of which we can only see the results. We are tied
with corde woven by time itself to the habits and
traditions which have preceded us; and more strong-
Iy still are we tied by our instincts and desires,
which, blind and uoreasoning as they are, we are
compelled to obey.

We tolerate our servitude because we imagioe
it is ourselves we are serving; but, in reality, it
is a bundle of habits, opinions, prejudices, snd pe-
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culiaritics, which have obtained a habitation, and
to which has been given a name; and even that
name — John, or Jane, as the case may be — iy
not our own, but is shared by many other atoms
of humanity, more or less like ourselves.

We sec, then, there is very little of the freedom
of which we boast 80 much iu the matter.

The strongest human instinet next to that which
gustning life, is for companionship ; and as men
and women were made for, and are necessary to
each other, it follows, that, so long as the world
exists, they will live together unoder some, if not
the present conditions and circumstances,

Are the present the right conditions? and if not,
in what respect are they wrong ! That everything
is not quite right, 18 sclfevident. There are no
fixed or universal laws in regard to marriage.  What
ig marriage in ono state, or in one part of the world,
i3 not marriage in another ; and what would be per-
fectly respectable and proper to do in one place,
in another would consign the individual to odium.

Moreover, there are no lawa regulating the torms
upon which men and women should come together,
All the details of a copartnership which is to last

a lifetime, which iuvolves the inter#sts of children
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and the welfare of society, are left to the justice
and the judgment of the partics themselves, who
are not unfrequently as imbecile as they are rash
and unthinking.

Thus we see the most terrible resuolts from mar-
ringes which ought never to have taken place; and
these consequences are attached as a load to the
back of individuals and society.

Even under the best conditions, marriage suffers
from the anarchical idess prevalent in regard to it—
ideas fed by trifles incident to the happiest state
of existence, but which cxert an uneasy and die-
quicting influence, where they do not lead to open
disloyalty.

Apart, however, from exceptional evils and false
or mistaken ideus, marriage as it exists, is open to
criticism, because it places men and women in false
pogitions ; and what these positions are, wherein
they are false, and how they can be improved,
it is the object of the following pages to show.
That this has been crudely and imperfectly done,
oo one is better aware than the writer; but if
_the ideas and suggestions econtained herein were
believed to be wholly destitute of value, they would
never have scen the light.
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