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I

YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOREVER. A Poeu
1 Twerve Booxs., 1%me.  $200.

“It ia something remarkable in thess latter days to fnd the world stioed
wilth & mew poem. XNot that the presses are at rest and the bards silent, but
their straing are mostly small wood notes, and not at all like the lark's in
middle sky, Onecan coant on the fingers of o singie hand the worthiiy sen-
sation poema of the past two decades; wnd one of these is the remarkable
production, which hed mnde 8 prefound impression upon the English mind
befora any Amecican pullisher dared 1o put s four bundred pages of blank
verse into & repriort.  Dook-buyers, who have agsin nnd again tumed over
unpromising-looking pages, as thess appear at the fimt glanee, and whe
have dipped here and thers inte their literally blank expanse, have been as
estonished as delighted to eateh the thickly shining gleams of rare poetic
gening in this work. 1t is one of the few books ever written on a very
solemn subject, the gravest that can hold homan contemplation, of which it
can be said, that the thread of the norrative once telen up, the reader is led
realstiesaly onward. It B8 something wonderful (o find ordinary readers
perusing for bours the form of verse which has not the charm of fliyme, troat-
g of themes of death and Tife god Imnortality, the upper and nether worlds,
und enchained through the whole perusal,  Yet all this s declared of * Yes-
terday, To-day, smad Forever,' and the fame of this great sacred poem is
msgured.  Bilton has many admirers —and so kas Dante — who would not
deem thelr book collections complete without them, and yet who never have
read four consecutive pages of either. We fiar that Pollok is better known
in the parsing classes thin among aoy other Amertican resders. But the
pew claimant for the laurel these wear unchallenged bas produced s work
that will do more than live; it will be read, and that, wo, by muny whe,
without secepting the scheme or the creed, will be channed with its marvel-
lows imegioation, ite wonderful diction, thie perfect pictures of its poetical

vinbona." — Chicoge Regablican,
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PREFACE.

Some years since it was permitted me to write a trea-
tise entitled * The Rock of Ages,” on the One Eternal
Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. The book was adopted by the Religious
Tract SBociety, and has been widely cirenlated in Eng-
land and America: if has also been translated into
German: and I have received most gratelul assurances
from many anxious inquirers after truth, that the
testimony of Scripture set forth in that work las,
through God’s infinite mercy, led them to the Saviour's
feet. The communications which have reached me on
this subject, some of them sent to me from dying-beds,
and others from the bosom of home-life, may not be
made publie, but they lie deep in my heart, among
the choicest and most cherished memories of my min-
istry. I may, however, mention that the book has
been nsed as a class-book, not only in schools at home,
but alse among the native catechists of Hindiistan, and
by brethren engaged in missions to the Jews. That
God should deign to use so humble an instrument in
the promotion of his kingdom is only another proof
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how sometimes he is pleased to choose the things which
are not to bring to naught things which are.

There was one chapter in that treatise, which was
designed to establish the proposition, That Seripfure
in the Old and New Testament alike proves the co-equal
. Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. But it was of course impossible in a
chapter, which only extended to twenty-five pages,
to enter at any length into the Secripture testimony
regarding the Bpirit's Divine operations. I could do
little more than barely indicatc the evidences, which
might be gathered from every field of his manifold
work, to hia Personality and Godhead. These evi-
dences, enlarged and expanded, are embodied in the
work now presented to the reader.® And in addition I
have sought (hombly and reverently I trust, remem-
bering how great a mystery is here treated of) to
inquire what is the teaching of the word of God with
respect to the Spirit’s infinite unction of the Son of
Man, to His inspiration of Holy Seripture, to His
striving with the world, to His quickening of those dead
in gins, to His progressive sanctification of those who

* Where the words, employed in the chapter allnded to above,
expressed my meaning more clearly than any others which I conld
command, I have not scrupled to repeat them. And the same
remark refers to the gootations I have made from my ¢ Com-
mentary on the New Testament™ on some of the leading Scriptures
which treat of the Holy Spirit's work, especially John iii, 1-16;
zvi. T-11; and Rom. vil. 14, to viii, 17.
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are quickened, and finally with respect to the issue of
His work in the everlasting kingdem of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.  So that this treatise may be in
some measure regarded as the supplement and com-
plement of the former.

My ohjeet in this later as in that earlier essay has
been to present the witness of Holy Writ in its sim-
plicity and power, when spiritual things arc compared
with spiritual. And I would therefore bog the reader
not to expect here any learned disquoisitions on abstruse
points, nor even critical investigations further than are
necessary to establish the plain meaning of the passages
addoced. My hope is that teachers in our schools,
and midsionaries to Christ’s poor, and possibly evan-
gelists and pastors, may find in these pages a repertory
of Beripture proofs to which they ean easily refer for
at least the leading subjects of this great and exhaust-
less theme.

From the blessed Reformation to our own day, the
Church of Christ has had many times of refreshing
from the presence of her Lord. There have been
many and marked effusions of the Divine Spirit. But
the very sbundance of the grace vouchsafed has often
seemed to tempt the encmy to produce transient but
specions counterfeits of the Spirit’s holy and abiding
operations, and has rendered the necessity the greater
of distinguishing between emotional excitement and
transforming grace. It would have been foreign to
the character of this treatise to enter into any discussion



