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PREFACE.

The first edition of this work was published in 1545, as
e "Second Part"” of the Cnuree of [ustruction for the Denf
and Dumb, of which the First {or Elementury) Part, ap-
peared in 1844. In revising the First Part for a second
adition, it was found advisable to divide it; and to add to
the latter purtiuru many new lessons, which, upon further
experience, and more mature reflection, it hed been found,
could advantageously be intruduced between the new First
Pert and the present Part. Accordingly, in 1849, & new
% Zecond Part™ waa published, by which the present volume
hat become the Third Part. By this arrangement it is
hoped, an objection will be cbvizted, which was made by
some experienced teachers, when the present volwme first
sppeared as the Second Part, oamely : thet the transition
from the First to the Becond Part was too sbrupt, and the
Lessons in this Part teo difficult for popils who had only
gone through the First Part.

Ta pupile who have passed throush the new Second Part,
the first half of the present volume will offer very fow diffi-
culties of comstruction, which are not anticipated in the
Becond Part. And, ae that portion of the volume is chiefly
mmpuaad of reading lessona, it can be gone throngh more
rapidly then would be advisable with lessons designed to
introduce, and illustrate new lewe of construction. Yet,
the, pupil's teal progress in languege, will not be less for
the time spent in fxing frmly in the memory, by repetition,
words, and forms of conatruction already learned. One ot
the advantages which the Author propased to himaelf, from
eompiling a regular series of Tent Books, instead of select-
ing bocks from among those prepared for children who
kear, waa that be could thus study to introduce, in interast-



ing counections, those worda and phrases slready taughe,
which it is important te impress frmly on the pupil's mem-
ory; aud at the same tims, avoid such words and forms
of constructiun as would, at the actual stage of the courss,
aither be difficult of explanation, or-tend to confuse the
pupil's ideas respeciing the meaning of words, and their
mutual dependence in sentences. It ia not what the pupil
merely commiis to memory of en evening, and nearly, or
quite forgets before he has praciical oecasion o use it 3 but
what he well rerrernbers, and can readily recall and apply
at his need, that ia the true measure of his progress. And if
words and phreses already learned can be introduced in
mew combinations, embadying information of new and pi-
quant isterest to the pupil, the advantage will, oa er;lj
teacher knows, be greater than by meraly reviewing old
lazsons. i

Sill; even in going through the fret three chapters of thia
volame, the pupil will enlarge his knowledge of language
by many new worda and phrases. Such worde and phra-
ses as are likely to ba unknown, or unfamiliar to him, and
thus to require more parlicular explanation from the teach-
er, are printed in dfalics. It ie hardly necessary to oheerve,
that, where examples ars given te illusirate sy principle
of conetruction, or idiom of speach, the words on which the
force of the example dependa, are alsa in itakics,

The proper use, in baoke for the deaf and dumb, of
stalics, and of thoee other marks, too few in number, by
which we attempt to give to wrilten or printed waords, &
small partion of that significancy which, in the living utter:
ance, they derive from the tomes of the voice, is & point of
mauch importance. The Autbor ¢could wish that there weare
other means of distinguishing words and phrases, marked
merely to denote that 1hey require attention and explane-
tion from the teacher, so that Lhe use of italice may be re-
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eerved for cases, where they lend force and point to the ex-
pression. Perliaps euch means mey be devised. ‘

The fourth and fifth chapters of thia volume, are adapted
o the use of pupils of from three to five years standing, for
whom they may be advantageously used to form lessons i
iamguage and grammar, to be attended to alternately, with
lescons in a regular courve of srithmetic, and geography
or history.

The three parts now published, do not embrace nearly
all the idioms and annmalies of our language ; nor perkaps,
even a majority of the worde in common use, Still, the
shortness of the term of instruction, and the pressing neces-
sity of introducing the pupil, not later than ehout the mid-
dle of his term, to books prapared for children who hear,
may maka it inexpedient to add ancther part of the Courne,
mersly to teach the words mnd idicme of cur lzngunpge.—
It is, no doubt, highly desirable that all the worde and all
the modes of apeech, which it is expedient to teach during
the course of inetruction, sheuld ba srranged in & _regulasr
and philosophical erder; but in practice, tha necessity of
the caae compels U8, a5 soon as the pupil bes soquired &
tair degree of facility in rending and writing, to introduce
other branches of study ; and from that time the words and
forma of lenguage sre rather explained as they cccur, thad
ae wa would choose to introduce them, And perbaps this
maode, though it would be & serious diaudvantﬁgﬂ o the
pupil io the earlier part of the course, offers no particular
disadvantages in the latter part of it.

There atill romains one deriderafun to the course of in-
struction in Isnguage, namely : & methodical vocabulary,
in two parts—one part heing so arranged, upon an ideols-
gical method that the deif mute, whe bes forgotten the pro- *
per word to expross & given idea, may be able to find it
again, by knowing its proper place in the vorgvdeey | woi
the other part, in afphnbetical order, to be spedisiyg sdagied
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to the use of the deaf and dumb, by the simplicity of ita
definitions end examples, snd by the frequent illustration
of words by cuts, The labor of preparing such a work:
- and the expense of printing for eo limited o demand, meke
it somewhat doubtiul, whether the Author will be able to
realize his plan of preparing 8 Dictionary of this kind.

The innovations which the Author has found it necessary
to make, in the populer terma and dofinitions of grammar,
he ia heppy to find, bave generally been approved by
teachers,

An the course of instruction is intended for professed
teachers of tha deaf and dumb, the Auther has ever at-
tempted to deacribe the signs used in explaining words;
and, though occasional hints are given in the motes, the
mode of explainiog, illastrating, and reviewing lessons, has
ir general, been left te the teacher. The reader, not per
sonally acqueinted with the art of deafmute imstruction,
must not, therefore, expect to lesm it from this work. The
object has been to prepare suiteble lessoms. The tescher
is supposed compatent to make good uee of them. And it
mey be added, that the art is far better learned from the
living teacher than from booke. There was a time indeed,
when De L'Epbe and Sienrd, found it necersery to deseribe
minutely their processes, for the benefit of those who could
probably never pereonally visit a school for the desl and
dumb. But now, schools and teachers are a0 widely apread,
that there need he no difficulty in fnding facilities of learn-
ing the art from liviog examples, Still there are many
valuable processes in use among teachers, which are not
generally known out of the inetitution where they were
devised. Ta preserve and communicale these for the com-
mon benefit, is one of the principal advantages hoped from
tha proposed Annual Convention of Teachers, ond from a
periodical devoted to the cause of the deaf and dumb.
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