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PREFACE.

Eienry-one years have clapsed since the death
of Thomas Chatterton; and his memoirs, which
have appeared from several peny, seemed to the
author of this biography to lave held up the
shadowed side of his brief lifo to public ob-
servation, and to have studionsly conesaled
those traits in his character, which should have
rescued him from the il nature of those who
negleoted him whilst living, and traduced him
when dead.  Much new information respeet-
ing ““the marvollons boy™ having fallen into
the author’s hands, he has with pleasure per-
formed a task which has not been altogether
devoid of difficultica, These, however, have
been considerably lessened by the kind offices
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of friends, and it is his pleasing duty to ac-
knowledge the assistance he has received,

To John Matthew Gutch, Fsq., the author
is especially indebted for the use of his un-
rivalled ** Haslewood™ collection of Chatterton
papers. To Dr. Southey, and to Joseph Cottle,
Esy., for valuable assistance. To CGeorge
Cumberland, Esq., for his appendix. To W.
Tyson, Fsq., for his most interesting eommu-
nication respecting Chatterton’s early poems:
and to Dr. Palton for the loan of works cou-
nected with the subjeet.



THE LIFE

F

THOMAS CHATTERTON.

e e e o L ML LR o i A

Tonosas Casrrertoy,the son of Thomas and Sarah
Chatterton, was horn en the 20th of November, in
the year 1752, in a house situated on Radeldf Hill,
behind the shop now occupied by Mr. Self, Chemist.
OfF hig farmily comparativelydittle 16 known ; indeed, |
untii after his death, from their humble station,
fow or no inqguiries ware made rm‘pnct.ing them, and
after that occurrence, intense grief, or porhaps s
fecling of indignation against these who neglected
him Ehﬂat ]Emrr but who sought to Spl'z*gah hig
fame, from mtemst&d motives, when fama was mo
longrer an objsct of pursuit to its young aspirant, may
have deterred them from satisfying the numeroos
inquiriez which poured wpon them from wvarions
quarters ; especially when in some instances the
request assumed the character of a menace, and a
threat that the name of their gifted relative should
be tranemitted to posterity with the brand of in-
famy upon it, unless they gave up all his papers
and letters in their possession.
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The father of Chatterton wag, in the early part
of hiz life, a writing master to a classical school ;
he afterwards T.rm::i.mu sub-chaunter of the E:afhmlml
of Bristol, which office he held, together with that
of master of the free school in Pyle Street, at the
time of his death,

The edition of the works of Chatterton, published
in 1803, containg &n anecdote of the method the
father took, when he waa sexten of IRRedcliff Church,
to obtain money from some ladies.  This anecdote,
it was said, was communicated by a gentleman of
Dristol, who was present at the transaction. But
it happens, unfortunately for the veraci ‘:,r of the
geotleman in question, that Chatterton's father
never was sexton of Redehff Church ; his unele,
John Chatterton, having been the last of the family
whe held that office : he was elected to 1t, March,
1725, and continued in it till hiz death, which
happened 1 the year 1748. A catch for three
voices iz also inserted in the work referred to,
communpicated by Edward Williams, the Welsh
bard ; the words and musie of which are said to
be Mr. Chatterton’s, and where he is also perversely
eolled the sexton of 8t. Mary Rledeliff,

If the catch was really composed by him, it ill
accords with the character which Mr. Gardner
gives of him—* a completo master of the theory and
practice of musie,””  That he had made some pro-
fictency in the science i certain, from the situation
he held in the choir of the Cathedral,

That he was a man of some talent and shrewd-
ness is evident, from the various testimonials of
thoze who knew him well, Dot he was inclined to
dissipated habite and was of a “brutal disposition.”®
The house in which ke lived had only two eitting

* Mre. Edkine, Vide Appendiz, for which I am indebisd to G.
Cumberiand, Esq.
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roome, and he often passed the whole night roaring
out catehes in one of them, with some of the lowest
rabble of the parish, His wife he always treated
with the greatest indifference, and once, upon bein
asked why he married her, he eoolly replie
“aplely for o howsekeaper.” Mrs. Chatterton has
been described as o plain, worthy woman, without
any extraordinary qualities ; and as having been
most devotedly attached to her son.  Her husband
died on the Tth of August, 1752, and hiz posthu-
mous gon was born in the November following,
“ By the premsture loss of his father,” says Dr.
Gregory, “he was deprived of that careful atten-
tion, which would probably have conducted his
early years through all the difficultics, that eir-
cumstances or dispogition might oppose to the at-
tainment of knowledge.” That be was not likely to
experience wuch * careful attention” from his
father, may be inferrod from the fact of the ill
nsage Mrs. Chatterton received from him ; and
fow will doubt, that ns the e was treated with
harshness and neglect, the son would have experi-
enced similar treatment,

At the age of five years Chatterton was placed
nnder the care of a Mr. Love, who succeedad to
the office of schoolmaster on the death of his lather;
but such was his apparent dulness or incapacity,
that, after exhausting the patience of his school-
master, he was sent back to s mother with the
character of a stupid Loy, aml one who was abao-
|11'f-'ﬁl{ incapable u} receiving instruction,  Chatter-
ton, however, is not the ooly instance of this kind;
many of those, whose names stand high in the
variona departments of seience and literature, gave
no intimation in the downing of their days, of that
splendour, which afterwards eclipsed the lesser
light of some whose morning was full of promise.

n
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On hiz removal from the Pyle Street school, his
widowed mother, who was rendered extremely un-
happy by what appeared a most untoward circum-
stance, lerself commenced teaching Ler son, but
ligr efforts wera all in vain, and she amet despaired
of ever even tenchipg him his letters.  ** Many,”
savs Mrs. Ldkins, ** weree the uncasinesses that his
singularities eaused his mother, and until he was
six yeara and a half old she thought him to be an
absolute fuol, and often, when correcting him, told
Lim z0.” DBut, on her one day Ehuwingﬁlim an old
wusical manvseript, in French, with illominated
capitals, with it, to vwse her vwn words, ke felf in
fore.  From this muanuseript be learned the alpha-
bet, and he soon afterwards was able to0 read inan
ald blaek lettered Bible. This circumatance, it is
posgible, may have cansed in svme degree his in-
clioation for aotiquarian research, His progress
was now as rapid as it had formerly been tardy,
and we lenrn, from the authonty just qooted, that
“at weren he visibly improved, to his mother's joy
and surprise ; and at cight years of age he was so
eager for books, that he read from the moment be
walked, which was early, until he went to bed, if
they would let him.” He now began to borrow
buoks of all his avquaintanee; and he would fre~
yuently assure his mother and sister, that when he
grew up he would repay them for their trouble in
teaching Lim, promising them plenty of fineryasa
reward for their care,

His thirst for fame discovered itself at o ve
enrly age ; before he was five years old he was the
master of bis playmates, **and they bis lired ser-
vant2"*  And on one occasion, when a friend pro-
wised to make Mrs. Chatterton's children a pre-
sent of gomo varthenware, on asking young Chat-

*Nir, Newton's Lotters



