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PREFACE

EREWITH 1 tender my thanks to the
H editors and proprictors of the Times,
the Morning Post, the Daily Chronicle, the
Westminster Gazetle, Lilerature, the Graphic,
Cornkill, Sphere, and other papers, for per-
mission to reprint from their pages such of
the following pieces of verse as have already
been published.

Of the subject-matter of this volume which
is in other than narrative form, much is

dramatic or impersonative even where not

&
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explicitly so. Moreover, that portion which
may be regarded as individual comprises a
series of feelings and fancies written down
in widely differing moods and circumstances,
and at various dates. It will probably be
tound, therefore, to possess little cohesion of
thought or harmony of colouring, 1 do not
preatly regret this. Unadjusted impressions
have their value, and the road to a true
philosophy of life scems to lie in humbly
recording diverse readings of its phenomena
as they are forced upon us by chance and

change.
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