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CHAPTER 1

WHAT IS THE GREATEST
ACHIEVEMENT?

I¥ vou were asked to name the great-
est achievement of all the long Christian
centuries, what would you be most likely
to suggest?

These twenty 'G]]rlatm.u centuries will
be ever memorable as marking man’s in-
¢rensing mastery over the forces of the
natural world. The partial liberation of
the mind of man has resulted in eras of
inventions and mm epochs of discoveries.
And m a world of majestic wonders, who
shall name the most glorious single achieve-
ment of all the Christian centuries?

The Christian centuries have been par-
ticularly the centuries of discovery. There
are no longer many unknown lands.
Long-shut doors are now opened into all
the world. Great freedom of travel
tends to make the people of the planet
at home anywhere. The tides of immi-
gration are just setting in. People from

almost everywhere are following freely
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the fortunes of trade and the favors of
developing industries. A higher power
than the concert of nations is making for
the open-door policy of the whole world.
And that power will eventually set an
open door into all nations—a door which
no man can shut,

Then these are the centuries of the in-
numerable inventions which to-day lighten
the loads too long borne in exhausting
weariness by the beings who were made
in the image of the divine. The short-
ened hours of toil afford added hours of
leisure for the studied pursuit of culture
and learning, and make for the ameliora-
tion of the untoward social conditions
of mankind. These lessened hours of
fatiguing labor are not the least among
the manifest mercies which have come
into the worid throngh the inventive
genius of man’s free spimt.

And yet the greatest achievement of
the Christien centuries is not found in
the world of art or science, nor in the
realm of discovery or invention. The
greatest achievement of the Christian
centuries is the Bible. Of the making of
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books there is no end; but among all
the myriads of books there is this one
book which is above every book. “Bring
me the book!” the man of letters ex-
claimed; and the attendants asked him,
“What book?” And he replied, “There is
but one book!” In that sayicg the man
of letters expressed the true judgment
of mankind.

The Bible is the literature of power.
A youth gone wrong found his mother’s
copy of the Bible opened upon a bhench
mn the garden, and read, “Put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro-
vision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof”; and this youth, wonderfully re-
deemed by that single, searching, con-
victing word of God, devoted his life to
the work of the Lord, became the mighti-
est Christian thinker of his day, and,
after the lapse of fifteen hundred years,
still holda the theological thinking of the
world in the grasp of his powerful hand.

The Bible is the literature of power.
A German monk read the phrase, “The
just shall live by faith,” and, transformed
by that living word of God, he found a



