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Rev. Jacob Stroyer’s book is intensely intereating,
beoauss it is a story of peraonal experience. It is
also & book of grest educational worth, becanse it
deals plainly and justly with slavery, as that inatitu-
tion existed both in time of peace and in time of
war, from the standpoint of ooe who waa himaelf a
slave. :

C. H Purres,
Pastor First Universaliat Church,
Balemn, Mass., Nov. 8, 1898.

The author of this book—Mr. Stroyer—has been
for years & worthy resident of this city, doiog an ex-
cellent work among the colored pecple. His story,
graphically told, is one of many which must juterest °
every lover of the Nation’s history, in both ita dask
and bright pages.

‘De Wizt 8. CLaxx, Salem.

Ocr. 25, 1898.

Mr. Btroyer's asoount of hia, experiences in the
War of the Rebellion ia bistory at first hand. And
his point of view is one from which little has been
written. There have been any oumber of accounts by
observers in both the Federal and the Confederate
ranks. But not many have come from the slaves who
were forced to work against & cause which they knew
was their own. This fact gives Mr. Stroyer's narra-
tive an uncommon interest. I take pleasure in com-
mending Mr. Btoyer as an earneat and worthy Chris-
. tian man, who has desply at hoart the welfare of his

people.
Jas, F. Baopie.
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Bargx, Mass., Beptember 19, 1858,

Mr. Btroyer's account of his experience in slavery
and during the war is of great intersat and value as &
trustworthy deseription of the condition and life of
slaves by one of themsslves. His memory is remark-
ably keen and his natrative vivid and at times both
touching and thrilling. The book isa great eredit to
ita muthor and deserves m generous reception and a
wide ciroulation.

Juoity Weiunr Buckuan,

Avaver 13, 1879
In this book Mr. Stroyer has given ue, with a most
simple and effective realism, the inside view of the

institution of slavery. Itie worth reading, to know ---

how men, intelligent encugh to report their experi-
enoe, felt under the yoke. The time has come whea
American slavery oan be studied historically, withont
passion, save such me mixes itseif with the wonder
that 50 great an evil could exist so long as a sooial
form or & political ido). Thetime has not some when
such study is unneseasary ; for o deal justly by white
or black in the United States, their previous relations
must be understood, and nothing whish casts light on
" the most universal and practical of thoss relations is
without value today. 1 take pleasure, therefore, in
saying that I consider Mr. Btroyer a eompetent and
trustworthy witness to thees details of plantation
life.
. E C. Boires,
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Crrxy ow Sauzx, Mavor's Drrwi,}
Nov. 5, 1884

Thia ia to certify that since the year 1876 I have
known Bev. Jacob Stroyer aa a preacher and minister
to the colored people of this city. He is earnest,
devoted and faithiul.

He is endeavoriog by the aale of this book to realize
the means to enable him, by & course of atudy, to bet-
ter fit himself as & minister to preach in the Bouth.

I most cheerfully commend him in bis praiseworthy
efforts, ;

Ww., M. Hiic, Mayor.

Mr. Stroyer'a book i a setting forth in & fresh and
unique maoner of the old and bitter wrongs of
American alavery. It ls an inaide view of & phase of
our pational life which has happily passed away for-
ever, Although it concerns itself largely with inei-

. denta and detsils, it is not without the historical
value which attaches to reliable parsonal reminis-
cences. The author hag made commendable progress
in intelleotusl oulturs, and ie worthy of generons
assistance in his effort to fit bimself still more per-
feotly for labor among his needy brethren in the
Bouth.

E. 8. Arwoon.
(8}



PREFACE

Pourre EorTion.

When the author firat presentad hia book to the
public he did not anticipate the very great favor with
whioh it would be received, The first edition was
soon disposed of, & second and a third were called for,
and thoss were an gunerously received as had been
their predecessors. The present edition, the fourth,
besides all *“at was in those former publisations, son-
tains some new material reluting to the author’s per-
wonal expariences in the Civil War.

Thanking the people for the support given, and
hoping that thia latest efiort will meet approval, the
suthor presents the story of himself and his obce op-
pressad brethren.
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CHAFTER I

My father was born in Bierra Leone, Africa. OF
his parents and his brothers and sisters I koow noth-
ing. I only remember that it was said that his
father’s name was Monooso, and his mother's Mongo-
o, which names are known only among the native -
Africans. He was brought from Afriea when but a
boy, and sold to old Colonel Dick Singleton, who
owned a great many plantatious in South Carolina,
and when the old volonel divided bis property awong
his childeen, Eather fell to the second son, Col. M. R.
Singleton.

Mother never was sold, but her parents wers ; they
were owned by one Mr. Croogh, who sold them and
the rest of the slaves, with the plantation, 6o Cel
Dick Singleton, upon whose place mother was bom.
I was boro on this extessive plantation, twenty-eight

/milel southeast of Columbia, Bouth Carolina, in the
year 1849. [ belonged to Cel. M. R. Bingleton, and
was held in slavery up to the time of the emmnoipa-
tion proclamation issued by Fresideot Linoolu.

THE CHILDEEN.

My father bad fifieen children : four boys and three
girla by his first wifs and sight by his second. Their
names were as follows: of the boys—Toney, Aszer-
ine, Duke and Dezine; of the girla—Yiolet, Priscilla,
and Lydis. Those of his second wife were as follows:
Footy, Embrua, Caleb, Mitshell, Cuffey and Jacob,
and of the girla, Catherine and Retta.
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