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ApoLocy or explanation in some form or other 15 gene-
rally looked for on the appearance of a new volume,
particutarly of poetry: I am afraid, however, unless the
volume itself can assert its own right to exist, the urgency
of friends and others whose judgment mizht be con-
stdered reliable will avail little as an excuse for publish-
ing. [ am not confident T shall be justified for having
ventured to run the gauntlet of public criticism, but must
leave the matter m other hands now.

In the matter of arrangement, the reader will be good
enough to consider the elassification, both throughout
the book, and in the contents pages, ns only approximate ;
many of the pieces under ene heading falling as readily
under some other.

My sincere thanks are hereby tendered the many kind
friends and subscribers who have interested themselves

in the preduction of this volume.
H. L.

BLAIRGOWRIE,
MNovender, 1384,
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