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A SYNOPSIS

OF THE

BRITISH RUBL

It is enly of late years that the fruticose species of Rubus have
received the attention which they deserve: botanists were long
contented to call them all R, fruticosus or K. cesins, and the in-
troduction by Bmith of another name (R, corylifolius) must haye
appesred to be a very innovation. Each of these is a eol-
leetive speciea, by which I mean, one in which many forms, doubt-
less eomstitnting truly distinet specics, are included. Henee the
great diversity in the mode of ing these names.

Al stndents of this very di genus are extremely indebted
toWeihe and Necs v. Escnbeck for the publication of their splendid
work the ¢ Rubi Germanied,” without which it would have been

. scarcely possible to attsin thet knowledge of Brambles which we
now posacas ; and all will sgree, that for extending our acguaint-
mwﬂhBﬂmhMmmm]usﬂymﬂamh]ghmthltuf
Borrer, to whom we owe the elaborate account of these
mntai]md;ﬁﬂmhr’a‘:ﬂriﬁaifluu’ {Ed}}wéhﬂ} de-
seriptions of many species in the eminent] ar too

@little known  Bupplement to English Botany.” Dr. Lindley, in

uhsn‘ﬂ]rnu]:mxuf'lhtﬂn‘lﬂhﬂm’{aﬂ 1, gavethnspﬂmﬁcchm

Erlderﬁﬁl"twan ty-three avowedly from
theworkofWelhemdﬁ llutmcfndl several supposed to

_Ibeundmc:ribad. Heatateathathnhndath:mdmkmm
of them from plants growing in the garden of the Horticultural

= Bociety, and that he was “aatisfied that their distinctions are

..E anent and important.” In his * Flora of Shropshire * Mr,

(g i has collected together the opinions of the above-men-
tioned botanista, and also of Nees v. Esenbeck, by sending a per-

?&umﬁapeehmstomuhufthm,mmpmﬁedbym.
eponding numbers. He has also described the plants with great
sccuracy, and thue placed students as nearly as possible in the
same situation as himself. Without attempting to enumerate all

&> those who are now studying Rubi, 1 cannot pass unnoticed the very
mlun'hle. by Dr. T. Bell Balter in the * Phytologist * and
J’umala E:hm] History,’ by which he has shown himeelf to
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:1 to become the illustrator of this genus.
I had hupeg at he would have undertaken such & review of it
as that upon which I have now ventured ; this his professional
dutics prevent. I must take the present opportunity of acknow-
ledging myself to be very Iy indebted to him, both for the

of specimens and also for the communieation of much valu-
able information,

To Mr. E. Lees, a gentleman who has long paid attention to
these plants, I am indebted for a very extensive series of speci-
mens. Many other botanists have liberally assisted me in a =i-
milar manner; I wonld more especially mention the Bev. A.
Bloxam and Mr. H. O. Stephens.

In the following pages I have endeavoured to-spply those cha-
racters to the discrimination of the British E]JBBIEIP? j'ir?hiﬂh have
been found to be the most permanent by the best British and
continental authorities, and would maore ially refer the stu-
dent to the fellowing works in addition to already noticed :
the ¢ Flora Silesizz? of Winuner and Grabowski (Beealaw, 18277 ;
f Novitiarum Florse Boceis mantissa alters et tertia’ of Fries
(Upsala, 1830—1842); *Monographia Kuborum Snecie’ of
Arrhening (Upsala, 1840} ; and ‘ Movographic des Rubuz de
Nancy* of Godron (Naney, 1848). Tt has also been my cndea-
vour to aecertain what forms are to be eonsidered as eperies and
what only as varieties. Had views concerning species been
adopted arumlar to those elucidated in the invaluable < Rubi Ger-
manici,” this synopeis would have contained sixty-three species
at the least, and with every wish to reduce them as far ss nature
will allow, they =till amount to about half that number. Several
of these arc now deseribed for the first time; of them full de-
seriptions are given ; of the others the technical characters alone
are introduced, accompanied by such notes and observations ae
uP]i;m-cd to be requisite,

large an assemblage of species it becomes necessary to
attempt a separation into groups, but in this, as in all rich and
natural genera, it is found to be nearly impossible to do so. Man

species arc casily referable to sections, such as those whic{
[ have adop iul: their artificial character is shown by other

w]m:h wcrnlﬂ. helong to one section when young, and to
gnother in their matarer state, or which poasess characters so
nearlyintermmﬂm,utumaheitrmjﬂifﬁm]tmdwiﬂeiﬁ
which section they should be placed. Still the divisions
in this essay have been found to be more constant snd convenient
than those derived from other peculiarities which are employed
by some suthors.

It is not pretended t!mt all the forms are correetly referred to
their true places, but simply that the information within my




b

reach and the best judgement which I can form have been unsed
in this attempt at their arrangement. Additional study will
doubtless show that many slterations are requisite ; w:]]porhapu
prcwethntaumcofthwenawmnm&cmdﬂmm
specifically distinet, and demonstrate that several of m

may be combined wlth others. In those cases in whwi plmt,a
are deseribed as new, every endeavour has been made to ascertain
that they are not already published in the works of continental
botanists ; but the want of authentic specimene has added greatly
to the difficulty of determining many of those species which are
notre;mmmdmth&‘ﬂuhn%&mmm,’ and made it far from
ﬁﬁbnblethtmnfm v names, and also thost of Dr. Salter,

!mf'!ﬂlml It would appear that bﬂhﬂlﬂh
generally mwryhi:t inclined to distribute authentie specimens
of Rubi ; indeed, when we consider the variable character of many
npem,amlthe troublo attending the preservation of sufficently
characteristic specimens of all, we van hardly wonder at their
rarity. In my own case, from residing in a district far from rich
in brambles, most of my speeimens have been collected d

botanieal tours, whm.twwnﬂygihhtuﬁnﬂ space for
specimens from each

ﬁg:;ﬂ'ﬂﬁmdmthm:my

It iz unnceessary to prolong these preliminary observations
with remarks upon therulnsafchuactcrs,uthcfeﬂlowing&e.
scriptions will show upon what ﬂfhna appeared most de-
sirable to place confidence ; lmint to state, that the
meandmtm'cufthemammdbamnahmt,thefcrmuf:h
Ieaves, the general form and stroefure of the panicle and ita ar-
mature, and in some cuses its folinge, and the direction of the
calyx of the fruit, seem most deserving of attention. The shape
of the petals, the colour of the styles, the form of the torus and
of the primordial fruit, are points which will probably well
5 careful study ; t|:|:|futl’i.l]1:lah:ll\|r my aﬂ:ﬂ!itlﬂllp WAE l:lii ﬂl’a;?nti
them until thﬂﬁppurhmﬂmfﬂrthﬂrﬁmnmm
They arc y recommended to the notleeufbutamnta
Aanihubeenthaughtbeﬂermthenmb&rthupupermh
OHYIE, those referenees are given which -
e g e e
In conclusion, I must crave the indulgence of those who may
honour this saynopsis with their attention, and assure them that
whatever errora they may find in it are not the result of careless-
ness, but caused 'l)ythe paucity of our knowle of plants which
have been too generally neglected. It is hoped that by publish-
ing the knowledge that they may obtain, all botanists will assist
in perfecting our acquaimtance with a genus, which more than
moﬂqthmreqmmumvmnflabour



