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INTRODUCTION.

Aramoven the carefully-written mmnuseript volume from
which the following nobes and diary are taken docs not contain
Lhe name, formally stated, of the author, it yetaffords evidence
clear and unmistakable as to bis identity.  Fven were there
any roomt for doubt in regard to the anthorship after pernsal
of itz contenls, this would e dispelled on a comparison of the
handwriting with that of other nuthenticated docoments hear-
ing the signature of Willian Cuninghwm, younger, or, as le
desiguated hingself, Master” of Craigends, in the county of
Renfrew, Cuninglham was o member of an old influential
family, founded by o cadet of Lhe earldom of Glencairn to
whom the first Farl gnve the lnnds of Craigends in 14790 This
estate is still possessed by o Cuvinglion who s desvended
from Lhe diarist.

During the period covered by the volume, the howse of
Craigends was jointly oceupied by Alexander Cuningham, father
of the writer, and the diarist, his only son.  In aceordance with a
practice not unusual ot the ;H.’.rimi. Lhe elder Cuulughmu SEL1NS
to have transferred the estates to his son, nbout the time of the
marringe of the latter, retuining only certain liferent rights to
himzelf and wife® "The clder Covingham had married Jaunet,
daughter of William Cuningham of Auchinyurds, and had issne
tive children : Wilkiaw, Elizabeth, Rebecen, Janet, aud Marion.
Woodrow in his dnalecta incidentally states that this marriage
took place when Alexander Cuningham was only nineteen
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