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PREFACE.

SraresmMeEx are gamesters, and the people are
the cards they play with. And it is curious to see
how good the comparison holds as to all the games,
the shufiling, and the tricks performed with them
sort of books, as they are sometimes called. From
“ three up'? to “whisd,” from a ¥ constabdle’ toa
“ president,’”” the hands are always dealing out;
and in both cases, the way they cut and shuffle is
a surprise to all young beginners,

The present * government” has been a great
sportsman in his time; and he has played at both
games with equal suceess: and not content with
his own good luek, he is actually giving ifem in
favour of another, and has so shuffied and stocked
the eards, that unless we can cuf the puck in the
the right plece, he will turn up a Juck vpon the
country.

I have gone fur cnough on this hook to show
what I mean: the people are tricked and cheated,
and what is worse, they are satisfied to stay so. If

any one tells them that t.hey are uzed h:.* pu]itjc:;ul
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4 PREFACE,

gamblers as a blacksmith uses his tongs, they fly into
a passion, and say it is oll a trick to abuse JTackson

If you ask them what it is that makes Van Buren
fit for a president, and why it is that General Jack

son has appeinted him for his swceessor, they an

swer, “ he has been perseented for Jackson’s sale.™”
Jackson, they say, has done enough, not only to
reign himself as long as he wants to, but to say
who shall reign aflter him, Dot the good of this
joke is, these same people call themselves demo-
eratic republicans ! Kepublicuns ! unsble to
choose for themaelves, and consenting Lo give that
right to a single individual. What think you of
that ?

We read that when Lhe demoeratic republicans
of France gave Idonaparte the privilege to nomi-
nate his suceessor, they beeame ashamed of their
name, for 1t was too barefaced Lo keep it ap aficr
that; and they called themselves the dutiful sub-
jects of that glorification hero. 1 make one reflec-
tion right here @ if any member of the convention
that formed the constitution had proposed that the
president should appoint his suecessor, the motion
would have been scouted out of the House; and
yet that prineiple is now about to be acted out, in
full blast, in the case of Andrew Jackson and Mar-
tin Van Buren, It eannot be denied. It ia need-



FREFACE. 5

less to say it is done by the will of the people ;
law is nothing but the wi/l of the people. The
only difference is, the last goes through ecertain
forms, and becomes fixed for & time; but if itisa
good prineciple as between President Jackson and
Van Buren, it is equally so as between all future
presidents and their pefs, and ought to be carried
into a law. Now, as little as people think of this
matter, if this principle was grafted on our consti-
tution, it would change the whole character of the
government ; and instead of a republie, it would
be a right-doewn monarchy, and nothing else; and
things ought to be called by their right name.
There would not be left a democratic republican
upon the face of the earth in all America. That
fine party name that has gulled, now gulls, and will
gull thousands of people, would have to give place
to another catch-word.  Wonder what Maine and
New Hampshire would do for their word “ demo-
eracy.” It would scatter 'em for a while; but [
rather think they would rally under another of
quite a different meaning—one that meant submis-
sion ; showing a first-rate willingness not to think
for themselves, but to be ready to go or do, where
or whatever a leader or deputy-leader might point
or plan.

I say, then, il is in vain to deny that if Van
a2



& PREFACE.

Buren is elected, it is wholly and solely upon the
strength of General Jackson’s popularity, and his
having the good fortune io be selected by the old
gentleman as hisg successor.  He nor his friends
plead no merit in himself ; there 15 no manoer of
good thing in him, and that he has no earthly
chance of reaching the presidential ehair but in and
through the * greatest and best.™  What has he
done that enfitles him to such distinetion ? His
friends are so conseious that the people everywhere
lpok upon him with a jealous cye, that they are
cither afraid or ashamed to come ool with his name
vpenly. Look at the Van Burenites in Virginia,
where Rives and Ritehic are trying to smuggle
him in wupon the people.  They won’t come out
flut-footed for him, but are moving onr tip-tec, to
vatch the people a mupping, and by-and-by they
will hurra for Van Buren as the candidale of the
greal republican party, nominaied by the Balti-
more packed convention, and that the democratic
republicans must support him, to keep from di-
viding the party. In North Carelina it iz the
same thing; although the office-holders and their
friends intend to support Van Buren with all their
might, yet they pretend they will leave the whaole
matter to a caveus at Baltimore, and yet they won't
send anyhody there who will not first pledge him-
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self for Van Buren, What sort of o convention is
this; filled with no other sort of delegates but whele-
hog Vin Buren men? Why don’t the managers who
send representatives to the convention, neminate
nim themselves ¢ They might as well do it a3 in-
struct their representatives to de it. Where is the
diffevenee 2 Noj they know better; they know
that Van sin’t the choive of the people, no how,
nor of his whale party ;. and they are afraid to \ry
hig chanee single-handed, in the states 3 they want
the mutnal support ol severa] states, bucked by the
all-powoerlul infuenee of (10 Hickory., lence
you sec the Eaquirer, the Globe, the Albany
Argus, and all the little iry, coming vut and say-
ing that JTudge White's oftering is in opposition to
General Jackson®™ administration, Now, what has
(General Jackson's administration to do with the
next president  Don’t this prove that Van Buren
is General Juckson’s appointed suceessor, and that
White's daring to offer is in opposition to Jack-
son’s wishes ' Don’t it show that the people must
not think or even talk about choosing anybody
but the mun seleeted by General Jackson's admi-
nistration ?  And who 18 General Jackson’s admi-
nistration 7 Why everybody knows it is none hut
the office-holders ; they have potl the government
in their handa, and there they intend to leep it
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And the way they intend to keep it is by getting
a president they can manage as they have old
General Jackson. And the way they intend to get
a president is by getting up a caueus at Baltimore,
filled with, and elected by, men of their own stamp.
They intend to eall this mecting a convention of
the demoeralie republicans, and precliim with a
lowd voice that whoever they nominate must be
supported by the whole republican party, well
knowing that Van Buren will be nominated, be-
cause thoir tools were sent there for that purpose,
andl that alone. Who else has ever been spoken
of but Van Duren to be presented to thal conven-
tion? llaz not every delegation or member yot
chosen, been posifively instructed to vote for
Van Buren?  And whe are these delegates elected
by? Does any ene dare to say it is by the peo-
ple at large? Does more than one man in a
thousand know any thing about it? Is any time
and place specified, and the legal voters for the
president invited to attend and rhoose a repre-
sentative to go to Baltimore to nominate a presi-
dent for them # T call upon the people in general
to ask themselves the following questions: Who
authorized these delegates to dietate to us who we
should vote for us president 2 When did we ap-
point them {or this purpose ?  When and where



