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’]“‘HE series, of which this iz the second volume, is an attempt
to meet o newd that has been felt Tor several vears by par-
ents and physicians, as well as by teachers, supervisors, and
others who are actively interested in educational and social prog-
ress. The nced of practical activity, which for long ages consti-
tuted the culive education of mankind, is al last fecognixzed by the
clementary 2chool. It has been intivoduced in many places and
already resuits have been attained which demenstrate that it as
possible to introduee practical activity in sueh & way as to afford
the elild o soend development —physically, inlellectually, and
motally- -and  at the same time eguip him for efficient social
service.  The question thal is perplesing educators at the present
time s, therefors, nol one regarding Lhe value of pracltical activity,
but rather one of ways and tneans by which practical activily can
be harnessed to the cductional worls,

The discovery ol the fact that steam s a foree that dan do
work had to awsit the invention of machinery by means of which
to apply the new force to industrial provesses. The use of prac.
tical activity will likewise necessitate many changes in the edoca-
tional machinery before its richest results are realized.  Yet the
conditions that attend the introduction of practical activity as a
motive power in education are very different from those that
attended the introduction of the use of steam. In the case of
steamn the problem was that of applving a new force to an old
work, In the case of practical activity it is a question of restoring
a factor which, from the earliest times until within the last two or
three decades, has operated as a permanent educational force.

The situation that has recently deprived the child of the oppor-
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