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CHAPTER L
“ WHAT IS TO RECOME OF FABRIAN "

Two men, engaged in cenversation, wero
pacing slowly up and down the broad walk
that intersects the helt of trees compli-
mentarily termed the patk of Brusca, and
divides it in the form of a cross.

One was an ecclesiastic of the Catholic
Church. That was easy to be seen, no less
by hie closely-shorn face and the dress he
wore, than from the deference he exacted
from the crowd. The women, clustered in
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groups beneath the wide-spreading trees,
stayed their chatter or their flirfations to
malte n deep reverence as he passed.

No wonder, for he kmew the peccadilloes
of every pretty sinner there His name
was Pere Raoul, and he was the favourite
confessor of the feminine portion of the
inhabitants of Brusea.

His companion was an Engliskman, al-
thongh it wonld have been diffienlt to
have recogmised the faet either from his
accent or his style of dress, His long fair
beard, slightly intermingled with gray, swept
over a coat of black velvet, and the wide-
brimmed sombrers which he wore covered
a head of bair too long to suit the customs
of our country, His age may have been
fifty, his face, except for a pinched ex-
pression, was handsome, and as he appeared,
the loiterers had whispered to the few who
were unacquainted with him that he was
Charles Delacourt, the artist.



