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INTRODT OTION.

WeEN the mariner is tossed by the tempest, when he
soee the clouds thickening arcund him, and dangers
multiplying on every side, it is no doubt his first de-
gire to be assured that the vessel in which he sails ia
fitted for braving the billow and the blast. He does
not, however, et contented when he has ascertained
the strepgth and frim of the ship that bears him, but
proceeds to determine, in as far as lies in his power,
hia exact position om the chart of the deep. In like
manner, when the Christian is surrounded by spiritusl
dangers, he seeks, in the first place, to establish his’
confidends in the ultimate suceess af his Master's conse,
by recolling to mind the wisdom and power of Him
who has appointed a Chureh upon earth to be the
ark of His covenanted people, and who has promised
to it Himself at the helm, and guide it in safety to

* Lw originnlly published in 1544,
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the haven of heavenly rest. DBut he does not rest
satisfied with this; he endeavours, in the next place,
to ascertain the position he holds in the chart of time,
thet he may the better propare for the trials and temp-
tations that are coming wpon him. Tn such seasoms it
is at once his duty and his privilege to turn to Pro-
pheey for guidance; and though the faneiful interpre-
tationa of some commentators have led the unthinking
to regard the study as unprofifable and vain, a moment's
reflection will suffice to show that no part of revelation
can be undeserving of a careful perussl, and that it
never would have been said of the most mysterions
portion of unfulfilled truth, * Blessed iz he that kespath
the sayings of this book,” if that book had not been

. intended for our comfort and guidance, The acknow-

ledged difficulty of the task of interpretation, end the
diversity of meanings given, only show the necessity
that existe for a more careful investigation of symbols,
& more attentive collstion of passages, and & more ear-
nest socking for instruction from above. It cannot
excuse our noglect of that which God hath seen meet
to reveal.

In accordance with these views, it is our purpose to
examine some of those portions of Seripture which ap-
pear to have a more immediate refersnes to the present
time, in the hope of meeting with some information
that may be fitted for arcusing our desires after an
abiding inheritance, and for putting vs on our guard
ngainet Impending temptations,

Three diffsrent sories of inquiries have suggested
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themselves to our minds, as 20 many methods by which %
wea may diseern the signe of the times, and form some
general idea of the events that are before us,  The firser,
which is the simplest of all, is the examination of these
passages, in which the varied changes thet take place
in the civil and ecclesinatical condition of the world
are represented by corresponding alterations in the em-
blems by which they are typified in the visions seen
by the prophets. The sesond, which is more diffioult
to pursue, but exceedingly interesting in its results, is
the caleulation of the periods given in what may be
ealled the historical prophecies of Daniel and John
The #hird, and most difficult method of any, is the in-
terpratation of the emhlems by which the varied events
that are to befall the world are represented in the Bible.
The firat two of these methods, to which, at present,
our inguiry will be confined, may be considered a2 in-
troductory to the third They form, as it were, the
thread by which the promises of Ged to His peaple
are connecied together, like precious pearls on a silken
cord. None can deny their great importunce; D,
until we have followed out all the three methods of
inguiry, & large portion of beavenly truth must remain
unimproved and unproductive.
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EMBLEMATICAL PROPHECIES.

EMBLEMS BEFERRING TO THE CTVIL CONDITION
OF THE WORLL.

IMAGE OF GOLD, 3TLVER, BRASH, THON, AND QLAY —Dus. .

Tk first passege to which we shall refer is the second
chapter of Daniel, from the thirty-first verse to the end
of the forty-tifth, in which we are told that Nebuchad-
nezzar eaw in his vision an image having the head of
gold, the brewst of ailver, the belly and thighs of brass,
and the fest of iron mingled with elay. This imege,
the Prophet told him, denoted four kingdoms, the firat
of which was hia own, represented by the head of gold ;
and the other three were the monarchies that were to
snceeed it, typifted by the silver, the brass, and the iron.
Other portions of Divine writ, when compared with
the histary of the world, have led commentators uni.
versally to regard the silver, the brass, and the iron,
as intended to demote the Permian, Grecian, and Roman
Empires, The last, and most formidable of these
powers, after it had aubdued all the others, and estab-
lished, to a great cxtent, a community of interest and



