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CHAFTER L
INTRODUCTORY.

Tue following chapters contain the substance of papers written
from time to time for special purposes on subjects connected
with Education. They pretend to no completeness, Their
only merit, if any, is, that they convey the fresh impressions of
one who was datly occupied in the examination of school-
children.

I was appointed to an inspectorship of schools in 1849, and
resigned it in 1864, Five years of comparative leisure have
since given me the opportnity, not only of “ taking stock,™ as
it were, of my fifteen years’ experience as an inspector, but also
of testing some of my conclusions in the care of a country
parish. A brief summary of these conclusions will form, per-
haps, the best preface to this volume,

Let me first speak of the education of the children of * the
independent poor’-—to adopt the phrase of the Royal Com-
missioners of 186r—as distinguished from the * pauper and
vagrant™ children on the one side, and from the children of the
“ middle class™ on the other side——both of these latter classes
requiring separate treatment.  As regards these children, then,
living in fixed homes, my conclusions are mainly the following . —

1. If our purpose be, not merely to teach certain arts of
reading, writing, and ciphering, but also to civilise children by
wholesome traiming, the success of our school system, whatever

that system be, will depend on the character of the teachers.
A



2 The Education of the Peaple,

If kindly, God-fearing teachers be chosen, the schools will win
the confidence of the parents and prosper. If teachers of
another sort come to be appomted, the schools will fail, how-
ever perfect in other respects be their organisation.

2, Religions men and wornen will not, in our country, and
in that class from which our teachers must be drawn, seek the
office of teaching, unless direct religious instruction be included
in their work.  If direct religions mstruction cease to enter into
the daily routine, the character of cur teachers will be altered for
the worse. Therefore, without going into the question whether
the ehilfren might not get a sufficient amount of religious in-
struction from their parents and Sunday-schools, I am per-
suaded that the day-school fackers would be detenorated by
being relieved from responsibility for this portion of the
instruction.

3. For this, and for other reasons, it 15 very certam that
schools which had not a disunctly religious character would
not command the confidence of the parents, In the words of
wie French Minister of Instruction of 1833, * By substituting
in schools what 35 called civil morality for morality based on
religion, we should not only be guilty of 2 great fault towards
the youthful population, but should excite most formidable
resistance ; we should render primary education an object of
suspicion, perhaps of antipathy, to a multitude of parents.™ *

In America, Mr Fraser reports “a growing feeling that more
distinctly religious teaching is required; and that even the
interests of morality are noperfectly attended to”+  In 18357,
I spent some months in the south of France. 1 found the
Christian Brothers very generally supplanting the Government
teachers in the charge of the schools; and I was everywhere

* Projed de Laoi gur Ilnstruction peimaine. 18353,

+ Report to the ' Schools’ Inquiry Commission”™ on the Common Scheol
System of the United States, 1807,
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told that the change was due to the strong feeling of the
parends, unwilling to trust their young children to secular
teachers, M. Guizot's prophecy was being fulfilled, Much
more would this be the case in England and Scotland,

4. The distinctly religious character of our schoels can only
be preserved By what is called the * Denominational System &
f.e., by connecting our schools with the cmrreration. Before
the creation of the Education Department in 183, it had come
to be a “cardinal idea that the school was an inseparable
element of the organisation of a Christian congregation,”*
The government of that day most wisely adopted this consti-
tution of the day-school which had thus taken root and grown
up amongst ns, Hut by its action in subsidizing the school of
the congregation, the government developed a new idea, which
has come to be equally eardinal, viz., that the Nation also has
an interest in the school.

5. For twenty-five vears these two ideas have been jostling
each other; the school managers strugeling to preserve the
conpregationad character of their schools, the State trying more
and more to wefienadise them, The denominations stipulate
that the distinctive religious character of their schools shall be
retained ; the State requires that the whole population be pro-
vided for, and contends that strictly denominational schools
€an no more cover the area of a population than sixpenny
pieces can cover the area of a table,—in other words, that
minorities too smafl to have a school of their own are left
unprovided for. The result ought to be, and must be, a com-
promise. And this compromise is to be found in what is called
@ conscience danse. The true principle of a conscience clause
was admirably phrased by Mr Gladstone a few months ago:
it Perfect liberty of religious instruction to the teacher; perfect
liberty of withdrawing his child from that instruction to the

* Sir James K. Shuttleworth, " Four Peciods of Puble Educstion,” p. ggo.
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parent.” It was because the Education Department pressed
for more than this; and seemed inclined to guarantee the
child’s liberty by infringing the teacher's liberty, that the con-
science clause was so strongly opposed, not only by extreme
men, but by many also of the more moderate clergy. ™

6. But if the * religious difficulty ” involved ina continuance
of the denominational system be thus obviated by a conscience
clause, there remains another difficulty-——its presarionsnes.
The denominational system is necessarily a veluntary system ;
and schools that depend in any large measure on voluntary
support, must ever be of precarious efficiency ; and can never,
therefore, (it 15 contended,) form the basis of a truly national
system of education. Let us see, then, how far we may hope
so to recniit and reinvigorate dhe vofunfary syifem as to make it
a proper basis for a national education, My beiief is that this
may be done &y giwdng e parents & more divect personal interest
in the affiirs of the wohool of their parisk, Why have they
hitherto taken so little interest in 1t, careless about their chil-
dren’s attendance, murmuring at its discipline, grmdging the
school fee, and often preferring to pay a much higher fee to
some inferior private adventurer? Chiefly, I am persuaded,
because they have been hitherto excluded altogether from a
ghare in the school managernent,

The parish scheol is the successor of the old “ Charity
School ;7 the associations of the old * Charty School * still
hang arcund it; and these associations the Detter sort of
parents do not like. The school 15 not an institution helong-
ing to their own class. It is provided for them by the gentle-
folk ; they have no voice in its management. The teacher and

= The latters printed In the Appendix 1o this volome will make my mesning
moreclear.  The modification of the consclence clatse therein advocried was

mdopted in the Duke of Marborough's Eduetion I ef the st session, and
Las, I believe, won the approval of mest of the Dlzsbops and clergy.



