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Ttima  dtahs

STATEMENT, &c.

No. 10 Coorer Uron,
New York, March 27th, 1863.

'I‘ha Woman's Central Association of Relief publishes the
following letters from members of the Medical Staff of the
Army, for the purpose of aiding those who desire to relieve the
Army, to decide how they can do 8o most ewno:mcally and
advantageously.

Many organizations are callingJor money and snpplies to be
used for this purpose. The interests of the Army, and of the
Country, which relies (under God) on the health and efficiency
of the Army, for its preservation from ruin, reguire that the
people be kept informed as to the relative utility of these or.
ganizations, and thus enabled intelligently to select that chan-
nel for their bounty through which it will do the greatest
amonnt of good to the soldier, with the least distnrbance to
military diseipline and self-reliance. It niay do more or less
good, no doubt, if eent through any chanval. Bat all the efforta
of Government and private patriotism for the relief of the
Army, are etill insufficient. Destitution and suffering still exiat
at many points. Contributions of elothing, stimulants, medi-
cines, and hospital stores of every kind, are still most nrgently
needed by our soldiers in eamp and in hospital. This is in-
evitable, no doubt, in & war waged on so vast a scale, at points
80 remote from northern civilization, and under a military and
medical organization not yet fully perfected in all ita details,
Baut it shows the necessity of carefully economizing the bounty
of the people, and applying it to the best possible advantage.
It imposes on every one the duty of inquiring seriomsly and
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earncstly, in what way and through what agency, he can make
his contribution, no matter Low irifling, most productive of
good. The most generous shipment of supplies ia neither truly
charitable nor truly patriotic, unlese its precize destination and
its mode of conveyance bave been decided after anxious in-
- vestiation and study. The country cannot afford to let the
public bounty, however lavish, be diapensed ca.relmly and np-
systematically,

Our Association, whieh has bean in active operation since
the first outbreak of the Rebellion, has received and is receiv-
ing a very large amount of Army supplies from the North and
East. It has dispensed them to the Army through the Agents
and Inspectors of the National Sanitary Commission, with
which it is affiliated.

1t is fully satisfied that the Commission, recognized by Gov-
ernment, and acting in barmeny with its system, secking im-
partially to relieve the National Army and Navy everywhere,
without regard to state lines or sectional prejudices, and con-
ducting its operations through trained experts, is, on the whole,
decidedly the best and' mest economical channel through
which the Army can be aided. Under this conviction, and
with no object but the good of the Anny, and of the country,
it addresses this communication to the people, and especially
to the women of the loyal North, ,

The letters herewith submitted were received in reply to the
following cirenlar addressed to abont forty of the Army Medical
8taff, the Surgeon-General inclnded. The officers to whom it
was addressed were, almost without exception, personally un-
koown to the writer. They were mostly selected as being in
charge of important General Hospitals,



Wasmrxarox, D. C., }
February 1863,
To
U. 5. A

Bir,—Having been from time to time interested in securing
supplies to be sent to our gick and wounded soldiers, I am
auxious to be able to answer judiciously the question often asked
e, viz. : * Phrough what established channel ean supplies best
be canwyed to the soldiers " The doubt of the people seems to
be between—

1st. State Agencies.

2d. The U. 8. S8anitary Cowmnission.

8d. Individual Visitors and Dispensers,

Will you allow me the benefit of your large experience in
your answer to the question, which one of these three, as shown
by its practical working, is the best repository and distributor
of the people’s bounty, giving the greatest amonnt of good to
the soldier, with the least interference with the Surgeons of the
Hospitals 1

Very respectfnlly,
Your obed’t serv’t,
W. H, HipiEr.

To this cireular letter thirty-two replies were recaived, all of
which are herewith submitted ; of these, it will be found that
twenty-four assert the Commission to be the best channel through
which the People can aid the Avmy, five are undecided, or ex-
press a qualified approval, and three condemn the Commission
a3 a failure, or express a preference for some other chaonel of
supply. We have thonght it best to submit them all, without
omiﬁion, to the good sense of the People, in full confidence
that the verdict of the people on the whole case, thus hmugh&
ont, will be according to the weight of evidence.

Thoe following considerations ave soggested as likely to have
been present to the minds of Army medical officers when fram-
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ing their answera to Mr. Hadley’s eircalar, and as deserving the
attention of all who desire to promote the health and efficiency
of the Army:

L

Agents and Depots of the Commission are at every cenire of
military operations from Fredericksburgh to Port Royal, Vicks-
burgh and New Orleans. These Agents report regularly to ite
Central Office at Washington as to the wants of the Army at
their respective stations,

The Central Office is thns emabled to overlook the whele
field of operations, East, West, and Sonth, and is kept informed
from ‘day to day not only of the actual but of the relative me-
cessities of every camp and hospital.

It ie thus enabled to use all the supplies received from the
People to the utmost advantage, and to send them where they
are most wanted and will do the greatest good to the greatest
number.

No individval and no other organization possesses this
advantage. They can never be sure that their benefactions
would not do more good, relieve more suffering, and save
more lives for the National defence, if bestowed elsewhere.
Agents of the Commigsion often find camps and hospitals in ab-
solute want, while others in their inmediate neighborhood are
overburthened with luxuries, injurions alike to health and to
discipline, heaped on them by the wasteful unsystematic bounty
of some wealthy community, on which they are snpposed to
possess & special loeal or provineial claim. Bounties thus be-
stowed injure instead of blessing both tha receiver and the giver.
They pamper and weaken the former, while the act of giving
tends to blunt’ the National fecling and stimulate the sectional-
ism of the latter. '

There can be no gquestion but that fully one-half of the
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People’s voluntary contributions in aid of the Army, since the
war began, has been wasted, becanse not systematically distri-
buted by a central organization. )

Other difficultiea embarrass the operations of Btate and
local agencies and render them less economical than those
of the Commission. For instance, the transportation of suppliea
to hospitals or camps at points where netive movements are in
progress, or expected, is necessarily irregular and uncertain, All
lines of communication with such points are monopolized by
Government, and commonly tasked to their utmost for the con-
veyance of men, of ordnance, and of cownmissary stores. Cases
eonsigned to particnlar hospitals, regiments, or companies, must
wait. Unlees there is some agent on the spot like those of the
Banitary Commission, whose special business it is to sea that
they are forwarded, who is responsible for their prompt de-
livery, who has special relations with Quartermasters and medi-
eal officers, and who understands how the work is to be done,
such supplies are apt to wait indefinitely, Hundreds of thou-
sands, perhaps millions of dollars worth of ceses and packages
intended for the Army, have thus been wasted and lost.

1L

1t is sometimes said, that unpaid volunteers are praferablas to
Relief Agents, regularly engaged, and paid like those of the
Commission, and that the employment of such Agents by the
Commission, and its expenditura of money in ealaries, is an ob-
jection to its system. ’

A very slight acquaintance with the work these Agents
have to do will saffice to correct this error,

When the Commission commenced its operations, it availed
itself of all the volunteer aid it could secure. But it socon
learned that volunteers were ynreliable for permanent, system-
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atic, and subordinate labor. It was compelled to abandon the
volunteer system, and to require every one of its Agents and In-
spectors to engage himsell to the performance of specified
duties, at & fixed compensation. The rates of compensation it
adopted are so moderate that no one will enter its servics except
from motives that make np for the smallness of the pay it gives.
Bat “business relations” between the Commission and its
Agents have been found indispensable to secure subordination,
responsibility, and punetnal performance of duty. Many of them
refond their monthly salary to the Commission, but the amonnt
is received and acknowledged like any other donation of money.

On & sudden exciting emergency, as for instance, immediate-
ly after battles, like Antietam, or Fort Donelson, or the Seven
days before Richmond, volunteers are easily secured by the
soore. Humane and patriotic gentlemen of leisure, surgeons
who wish to sea something of practice on the field, and to make
their professional ekill useful when so urgently needed, men
who want a new excitement, and men who seek newspaper
notoriety—all are ready and avxious to go forward with sup-
plies, and to rough it on the field for a few days, or weecks,
without fee or reward. Many offer themselves from the highest
impulses of self:sacrificing patriotism and Christian charity,
But they can not, as a general rule, be depended on for perma-
nent duty, and the majority of them wounld soon weary of dis-
pensing stores and aiding regimental surgeons, month after
month, amid the mud and monotony of winter quarters. Yet,
without the experience that can enly be acquired by this very
persistence in comparatively dull and common. place work, the
volunteer relief agent is sure to do as much harm as good, no
matter how excellent his intentions or how abundant the sup-
plies at his disposal. For he cannot possess such practical know-
ledge of military usage, regulations, and system, as to be able
to relieve sick or wounded men in camp or hospital without great
waste and withont serious injury to discipline and efficiency.



