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HARAPRASAD SASTRE,

Ta
C. R, Wirsow, Fsq.,
Hanorary Secretery ta the Asialic Sociely of Bengal,
Dated, Naihiti, the 18th November, 1804
S,

With reference to Bengal Government letter No. 1236, Gencral,
(Edueation), dated the Sth April, to your address, conveying the sanoe-
tion of the Government of Tudia to the continnation of the grant for
the conservation of Sanskrit MSS., up to 3lst March, 1803, T beg to
sabmit the following report of the operations in search of Sanskrit
MSS. for the last three years, and request that you will kindly lay
it before the Council of the Asiatic Socieby.

I was appointed to take charge of the operstions in searel of
Sanskrit M35, by the Couneil, which met in July, 1801, immediately
after the death of Raj Rajendralil Mitra. 1 submitted a report on
the 28th January, 1892, for a period of three years from the date of
the Raji’s lasgt report. It ineluded the history of g portion of my
work from Angnst fo January. For convenience’ sake I wounld begin
my present report from the date of my appointment, thus treading
over some ground already traversed. .

East Bengal waos the arvea selected by me for the zearch of JMSS.
The Distriet of Maimensing lag been surveyed, with the exception of
the Bub-division, Tangail. One of my travelling pandits visited Tip-
para thrice, and remained there for about five menths. The little
worlke that was expected at the town of Barizsal has been done. In
Dacen, Sonfirgaon and Vikrampur have been carvefuolly snrveyed, with
the exception of a'few collections which require my presence for ex-
smination. Desides these oporations in Iast Bengal, two sub-divi-
sions in Midnapore, ono in Burdwan, ancl two in Bankidea have been
surveyed. In Chiped, the Hatwa 1] has been surveyed, with the
exception of the collections, the owners of whicl wers not present
when I or my travelling pandit was there. Thongh Rajshiahi ab-
gorbed the greater part 0% the attention of Iaji Rajendrdlal Mirra,
yet my pandit found so much work there as to ocenpy him fully for
two months, One excursion wns made into Manbhim, but the result
being very mmsatisfactory it was nob m{;en-lec'l. Exeursions were also
made into several places i Metropo it distriets, sometimes with
eminent suceess.
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The avens inhabited by higher closs Hindusin Ancient Bengal
aro divided into Swemdies or cormnunitics, for the purposes of Hindw
socinl and religions celebrations.  On the oceasion of any ceremony
requiring the presence of lenrned Brohmans, thosehelonging to the local
Samdj only were invited. But on exeeptionally grand ceremonies
Brahmans from other Sewedins too, used to he invited, As may be
expected, Nadin and Vikrampur, the Ancient Hindu capitals of
Bengal, were regarded as the most important Semdjes.  Triveni, in
Hughli; Kumiarlintta, in 24-Parginis ; and Krishnanagar, in Hughli ;
Wijpore, in 24-Pavpings ; Candreadvipn, in Barissal ; Vishpupur in
Bankdra, wore regardedag Semejus Tess in importance than the first
two, but having completely independent exastence.  Each Sewmdy had
some learned families ot its head, from whomn other Brahmans would
L prowd of receiving instruction. My objset from the beginning was
ie sarvey these Swmdjus and I have entively succeeded with Vikrama-
pur, Kbinilkul, and Vignnpur. The survey of these places was
nlmost n honse-to-honse suvvoy,  Nob a single family, in whose pos-
sossion MSES, eonld be expeeted, has been loft unvisited, oxcept for
some speeinl veason, The survey of the Hatwa Raj, too, has been a
honse-to-house gurvey.  Tho vesnlt of these surveys, both as regards
collection of notices of MBS, and aequisition of MSS., will be given
in the fallowing pages

The travelling pandits were furnished epch with a copy of the
o Catalogns Uatalogorum,” with printed lists of MES, noticed by
Raji Rajendealdl Mitra, a M5, lise of MBS, purchaged by him, and
o copy of Mahimabopadhyive Mahega Candra Nyiyeratna, C. LE.s
report on the Fols of Bengal. The liet of pandite in the Iatter
report, thongh not complete, was a great help to the travelling Pandit,
by pointing out to him where to go. Heveral learned Pandits and
rezpectalle gentlemen in the Mofussil afferded willing help to the
Pandits and gave them much agsistance. Of these, my thanks ave
principally due to Papdits Prasanna Kumdr Vidyivatna, the Seeretary
to the Sarasval Semd/, Dacen, and Pupdit Cambho Condra Vidya-
ratun, brother of the late lamented Papdit I¢vara Candra Vidyi-
gagara, Bharat Bimfnu] Dis, the Mobhanta of Candrs Koni, Babu
Dineg Candra Sen, ITead Master, Vietorin School, Comilla and to
Babu Girindranith Datta, Superintendent, Hatwa Raj. Pendit Kili-
krsna Vidyavinod of Krshnapurs, SBonirgong, went so far as to
send me 20 notices of M3S., propared by lamself, from various parts
of Dacen, where my Pandite failed to obtain aceess.  Papdit Bahno-
hallabh Chatterji, of Benarves, also sent some notices to help me, and
the Council has Deen pleased to appeint him in their Meeting of
Fehrnary lnst, to write notices on eontract.,

MBS, are found with two classes of men, namely, with wealthy
men and with Pandits.  Of the colleetions with vich men, five were
examined duving the period wder review, viz., Hatwa Ri] collection,
Candra. Kona colleetion, Roail collection, Mijpara collection, and
the Crinngava colleetion, .

[ myself examined the Hatwa collection, kept in the Temple of
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Gopilji, in o hall named Serasvall Bhaven, the abolde of Sarvasvati,
the goddess of learmng, kept apavt for the library, and for the study
of the Vedas. There arve ahont 400 bundles, but many of these con-
tain printed books, there being a euporstition prevalent i that part
of the country, that Sanskeit works slould not vemain without covers,
The Collection is new, made during the Mahiriga's lifetime, whe tales
alively interest in them and kuows alinost every 35, by name, and often
gives interesting pecounts of the ploces From, and the cirenmstances
under which, the originals werc collectod. There are two seribes
cmployed by the Mahdvija, one n Kaslmiri and the other a Hindustin
Brahman, who copy BSS. for him. There are many Purducs, but
there is no new featere in thom.  There is an interesting collection of
MSS. of the Mildtmyas, .0, on the saevedness of diffevent places of
pilgrimage. Whevever the Maliriji goes on pilgrimage Le takes par-
ticular care to obtain a copy of the Mihdtmyos of the place. Of
these, the Migrite Mihdtmyn is extromely interesting,  Dadhicd sgrecd
to give his own heart-bone to the gode, to make the thunder with,
for the destroction of theiy great foe, Vrtra, There was nwo time 1o
lose, but Dadhic desired to bathe in all the Tirthas before expiving.
The gods, therefore, nsked all the Tfrthas to come together where Dad-
hici was, in the Naimisha forest on tho Gomadl, and the Tieiles, in
coming together, mixed ap their waters, thus giving rise to the Mipdit.
Tivtha, There are some worles of the Nimbirka School of the Ved-
dnta, philesophy, such s, Svedhormémpta-sindhon, Vedinforatiomdli, by
Ananta Bhatta, not known to Aufrecht, and seme valuable commen-
taries by Kegave Bhatta. There ia a more yaluable eollection of works
of the Nimbarka School, in the Monastery ab Koiladeva, which has
not been as yet expmined owing to the ahsence of the Molinta
Vendiban, The Mahardjd's libravy is in charge of one of the Pandits
of the Maharaja's Sanskrit College, kept within the temple compound,
It hae & nominal catalogue for convemence of reference.

The Roail family of Dacea have been known for the last four or
five generations as the great encouragers of Sanskrit learning. Ol
pandits still spealk in high praise of the munificence of Rajmolan Hay.
Tu this family, about 400 hundles of MSS, have been preserved., There
are some Tidntrik works in this collection which are unique.  Of these,
?E—fﬁdra“g‘; Tavagging and Tiheshudialpe, are unknown te Aufrecht.
There is, however, a very interesting werk, entitlod Sebhid Kawstubhe,
by Rimnirayana Mitra Disa, a Kayastha, a work in nearly 5,000

lokas, 'Pl)ﬁs wag composed in Aurangzeb’s time, nnder the order of

arindriyan Biy, who held the impertant position of Baneidhikini
at Dacea. The present codes was transeribed in 1679, AD. It gives
a faithful idea of what an amount of knowledge was expected from
an educpted Bengali sentleman of those days,  The MES. ave kept in
a masonry room, and great care i taken for their preservation.

A third collection was examined at Crinagara, in Dacea, in the
house of the loeal zemindar, Babu Rijendraniriyan Basu, i which
wae found one unique work, Kagitatbva Prakigiki, by Raghunithendra
Civa Yogi, not known to Aufrecht. There are about 300 cedices in
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thizs collection. It contains a unigue grammar, Kaldpesira, by o
modern Pandit, Bimkumara Vidyiblisano,

The collection at the Mefh at Candrakoni, in the Ghintil Sub-
division of Midnapore, contained about 500hnudles, kept with great care
in the Magh building. Tne Mohiinta, Bharata Raminnja Dias, as the
pama shows, belongs to the Riminnja School of Veddntists. Ho has
soma love for collecting BSHE., amd was assiduous in helping the
travelling Pandit in obfaining information of, and getting aceess to,
private collections. Among oiher works, Nirdyond recaratnaméala, by
Gosvimin, Upavanaeinoda, Jinakigita, by Crihari Aedryya, in imitation
of Glitagovinda, Adhifidra Sargrafa, bg* Venkntanitha Vedantaciryys,
with & eommentary entitled Fratohodhewritd, by Vaispava, arve not
found in Aufrecht’s ©° Catalogus Catalogoram,”

At Majipir, i Daces, inthe family of Babu BRasavihari Ray, a
relation of Babo Tirvikicor Iay, the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Dac-
en, were found some very vare tdnteik works, namely, dgemeafative-
vilds, by Raghunith Tarkaviglen; and Kdliservasva Sampufe, by
Crikrspa Vidyalaykiva, Kalesavihitd and Mehdmoksatantra.

Of the MSS. in the possession of Papdits and Vaidyas, the lar-
west eolleetion was foulul in the house of Pandit Candrakinta Tarka-
laglam, of Serpore in Mymensing., It is kept in o mat-house, but is
tuken greab care of. It contains a large nuwmber of works on the
Kalapa School of Sauskrit Grammar,  Agencedipikd, by Qyimasundar,
and Mptyunjoyagitd, ave wmgne.

The late Pandit Réwmp-nivafijana Svimi, of Cigva, in Hatwa, pos-
sessed a large eolleetion of MBs., which is now in the hands of
Raghavaprasid Migra, Rimanirafijan rencunced the world and be-
came & Bannyist, and the Maliaeaja bad the highest regard for im, His
Tol, or the hutin which he used toteach, hae been converted by the
Mahfedji into o respectable masonry building, for the teaching of
banskric, The MES. ave kept in o big wooden chest, and number
abont 200, The colleetion containe many unigqne works, such as
Nirgaydmrta, by Rim Candra, Bhaisojya-rasdmria  Sadhitd, by
Upendra, Munoludvind, by Udayakara, s complete Commentary on
Naisadha Carvita, Datla édd’ﬂdum Medjart, by Vilakrsna.

Pandit Jagadev, of Harapur, in Hatwa, has a large collection of
Jyobige works, of wlhich Muhiritelhdsann, by Rima-sevala Trivedi;
Datvajia-manoher, by Loksmidline, are unknown to Aufrecht.

Gopal Cakravartt], the commentator of Crimed-bhdgavat and
Adhydtmye Ramdyana s a well-known person in Midnapere. He flon-
rished about 150 years ago, ab Jadupore, in the Ghintil Sab-division,
With this family was found a large colleetion of BMS3S., in the posses-
sion of Rajendea Gosvimi. ‘The collection is romarkable for the large
number of Purdnras and Tendras it containe. It containg a large work
on Jyotiga, entitled Jyofiratneg, which is unigne.

Nyiya Sitroddhdra, by Vicospat Migra, is a very remarkable
work, showing the S#fras of Gumtama, which Vacaspati con-
gidered as authentic, It has been found at Kuran, in the Ghéngdl
Sub-division, with Pandit Anbikicaran Vidydsigara., With this
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Pandit has alse been found a work, entitled Nolyadharme Preadio,
by Krpirima, who Hourished, near Caleuttn, in the Inst century,

Tavirahaaye, by Hijendra, unknown to Aulrecht, was teund at
Ajavanagur, in the eollection of Pandit Igin-candra Yieaspaii,

Cuddhi MukiFvalz, by Bhim | Jyotilisde anl Guddbiprad (pikd, hy
Krspadeva Bmartavigion, were found  with  Panpdit  Guoraprasanu
Vidydratna, in Ridbanagor, Povgani Biagdi,

The Garbeta Sub-division of BMidnapore was long colchrated as
the headquarters for the stady of Jyedize in Bengal, and the village of
Khunveda was long regarded as the chief place in the Purgond for its
study, Apkddarge, by Kypirima; dpkecddiment, by Bordlamihie ;
Arthakanmudi, a commentary on the Ceddhidipifed, of Criniviea, by
Gagapatibhatta ; Dipilaprakive, by Visnudatlo, a commentory on the
Cuddhidipili, of Crinivisa ; Bhardrifio Aladjort, o commentary on the
J}E.taknpacjlldhati, of Celpati, by Acyuta; Lyufiprabodlini, by Radlike-
snn, are works on Jyofiza found in this place, unknown as yel to the
learned world even by name. Nokdraprodipe, by Sarasvati Kon-
thibharana a work on Grammar ;3 Tantrardie, by Kiacivim Viieasputi,
were also fonnd al the same place.

Khinikul-Krspanagar, in the Jihinabad Sub-Division of the
Hugli District, was long regarded as the head of a Pandic Samdj in
Western Bengal, Nariyana Banerji, and his son Krsnadeva, vaised
the Samaj to great eminenee by their numerons works on modern Swrii,
Swmrtisarvasca, by Nivdyana Banerji, iz regorded as a hand-book for
reference by those who follow Raghunandon, Khandkul is still re-
garded as a place of Sanskrit lenrning. Our work at this place i3
gtill incomplete, beeause the travelling Pandit visicod the placs during
lagt yemr's innundations, and at o fime when one of the chief family of
Pandits was plunged in deep eorrow, owing {o the loss of an ouly son,
Tantra, Swiksiptacandrikd, by Bhavinigankar, and Keipidovicarann,
by Raghuvira Baner]i ; Tithivivebatdd, by Crinitha  Aciryya
Cadamani Fasantfeivekne, by Cilapini, in Jyotdse, were the only unigue
works as yet found there.

Bhaktijaydrpava, by Raghunandan, Cgulockan, by Mukundarimn,
Guuaviveliviveka, by Yidyavagica ; Datlakafefteanironya, by Havi-
uath Migra, Kdeibhdsydmrte, by Rimaratna; and  Swuelitatfva-
nirgaya, by Rimbhadra, were uniguo works found in Maimensing.
Gupta  Vrinddvanarahosye, by Haviearan; Goeiede Kalpaluti, Ly
Camirdciryyn, Ceilenyu vildsgmeta, by Nondalwnivr Gosviomi 3 M-
travatndvalf, by Vidyidhar; Bhakfieaadrpera, by Krspadis, were
found at Vishpupar in Bavkuea, Jieypdrthesiva, by Krsnn, an
claborate treatise on the vavieus topies of the Hindu (defras ; Jital-
dipa, by Launbityepvara Sen, Cikitsdretne, by Jugaunatha Datta, wid
Cikftsidsaradipila, by Harinanda ; Mugdhabodha, by Raghunandan
—three works on Hindu Medicine, Navajanma-felgorn, by Vidhyarnava,
Sarvasidhdrane Pramégotettve, and Felbyogovinda, by Rimegvara
Sen, Vararueierfti, hy Vararuei; Peddyo-teewornnd, by Rimkrsna
Bhatta, Vaidyavallabh, by Crikanta Dis, Hordelibalivatt, o poem ;
Jogakalpalatili, by Ramgati Sen ; Hehasydethopralaign, by Jagadien ;



